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The Summit

Building
Community

by Baldemar Velasquez

Baldemar\/dasquez isthe president of the Farm Labor
Organizing Committeein Ohio. The following isan edited
transcriptof hisspeechto the delegatesat the Summit...

When | wasaboy, | worked in the cotton fields. | remem-
ber thefirst timel got out therewith my grandfather,smelling
the swesat mixed with the cotton and the soil. Hegavemea
big bag to put thecatton in. 1 got out thereand | began putting
all that cotton into that beg. Wl pretty soon, the other
workers wered| way ahead of me And pretty soon my beg
got bigger and fuller. and, because | was so little, | couldn't
drag that bag anymore. Those bagsweigh well over 100
poundswhen they're full. | couldn't drag it anymoreand |
was|eft behind.

Transforming
a M ovement

by Dana Alston

Dana Alston of the Panos | nditute wasa member of the
Summit planning committee. Hereisher reportback...

Rarely do people get the opportunity to participatein
historic events. But each of the 300 African, Latino, Native
and Asan Americansfrom all 50 states who gethered for the

{ first Naiond Peopledf Color Environmentd Leadership

Summit in late October mus have left with a sense thet the
atmospherein which environmental issues are debated and
resolved is changed for good. And for the better.

Joined by delegatesfrom Puerto Rico, Canada, Central and
South America, and the Marshall |dands, those present at the
October 24-27 meeting in Washington, DC setinamationa
processaf redefining environmenta issuesin their oavn terms,
Peopledf color gathered natin

| wasted my wholemorning
Pel ket cart o tirgs| | COM8 SUncky morning, there’s goingto | 50 DASTATE
wanted to do by coming out be a new environmental movement!” their traditional connection to and
vh\?a?tedioog limllr/:/tvrvlgftdlx:ﬁ . - The Rev. Ben Chavis, rapet? fo; the natural world, adjd to
0? gpesk for themsalveson some
(wewerebeing housed in an old kicking off the Summ, October 24,1881 themodt critical issuesaof our
abandoned school house=— we . tines. ,
weresomeor thefirst homeess ) INSIDE: For people of color, theenviron-
people, and they put Usin * Summit News & Aftermath ment is woven intoan overal
anything they found), in that * Environmenta Racism framework and understanding of
camp we hed alittle tradition « Kettleman City Victory socid, racial and economic justce.
tamongd_ thecrew that Whog/er_ fet « Reportbacks& Resources Thedefinitionstheat emergefrom
hey did very wdl in the picking « Other N f the M t.he&]\/ﬂOﬂﬁlgﬁd]Uﬂl%ﬂW&
> COMMUNTY, page 20 er Newstrom the Movement M MOVEMENT, page 28
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""Come Sunday morning, there's
going to be anew environmenta
movement!” With these words, Dr.
Benjamin Chavisd the United Church

present When one sector of asociety
usssits wherewithd toexploit others,
the cureis not solely theresponsibility
of another, morebenevolent sector of

of Chrigt charged thedelegates, the dominant group. Thosedirectly
participants and observersat the Firgt affected mugt haveavoicein designing
Nationa Peopleaf Color therepair. Even though
Environmental — thedisenfran-
Leadership - ] chised were
Summit withan E d I t Or S not archi-
awesome task. tectsof the
We, as people ot N Ot initia
color, hed gathered\ pollution, they
to reclam and define —_— aretherecipients.
current environmental and However unintentiond,
socid issuesin our own wordsand raciam and classism can and will
experiences. Thesearch for solutions pervert themost noble of gods.

would begin in earnest Acknowledging thisfact was possibly

Yet at thecored thediscussions,
diaogues and debates, thetwin evilsof
racism and classism wereaways

oned the most difficult redlizationsfor
representativesdf traditiond environ-
menta groups.

The traditiond environmental
movement hasbeen fairly comfortable
addressing issuesin amoreanaytical or
"presarvetionid” bent: an endangered
speciesar wetland, an entity or entities
that have no sentientvoice. Whilethese
effortsare crucid, theamount of
resourcesand time spent on these
concernshasbeen viewed by people of
color and low income peopleto have
little or no regard for their more
immediateneeds. Theactivitiesd a
SierraClub or Audubon Society were

>> 880 EDKCRINOTES pege 17
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Reviewing

Environmental Hazards: the

Americanshave
tended to assume
that pollutionisa

problem faced
equally by everyone
In our society. But awareness (and
concern) about inequitiesin the
distribution of environmental haz-
ards has been steadily increasing.
Thefirst event to focus nationd
attention on environmental injus-
tice occurred in 1982, when offi-
cias decided to locate a PCB land-
fill in predominantly black Warren
County, North Carolina. Protests
similar to those of thecivil rights
movement of the 1960s erupted.
The protestsled to an investiga
tion the following year by the U.S.
General Accounting Office con-
cerning the socioeconomic and
racial composition of communities
surrounding the 4 major hazardous
wadte landfillsin the South. The
GAO report found that 3 of the4
werelocated in communitiesthat
were predominantly black.

Evidence

by Paul Mohai & Bunyan Bryant

The Warren County incident and thefindingsof the GAO
report led the United Church of Christ's Commissionfor
Racia Justice— aparticipant in theWarren County protests
— in 1987 to sponsor a nation-widestudy, employing system-
atic and datitically analyzable data, of the distribution of
hazardous waste sitesto determinewhether the patternof
disproportionatel ocation of commercid hazardous wedte
facilitiesin communitiesof peopledt color fit the pattern
found in the South. Thestudy found thet it did. Specificaly,
it found that the proportion of residentswho arepeopleof
color in communitiesthat havecommercia hazardous waste
facilitiesisabout double the proportion of peoplecf colorin
communities without such facilities. Wheretwo or moresuch
facilitiesarelocated, the proportionof residentswho are
peopleof color ismorethan triple. In addition, using sophiti-
cated Setistical techniques, the UCC study found that raceis
thesingle best predictor o whereuncontrolled hazardous
wadtefacilitiesare located, even when other socioeconomic
characterigticssuch as householdincomeor home valuesare
taken intoaccount. The UCC report concluded that it is
"virtudly impossible” that the nation's commercia hazardous
wastefacilitiesare digtributed disproportionatelyin communi-
tiesof peopledt color merely by chance, and that the underly-
ing factorsrelated to race, therefore, in all likelihood play a
rolein thelocationof thesefacilities. At the time the report
wasreleased, Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr., Executive Director
of theUCC’s Commission for Racid Jugtice, termed the recid
biasesin thelocation of toxic facilities' environmentd
raciam.” Becaused itsnationd scope and unequivoca
findings, the publication of UCC report wasa turning pointin
raising publicawarenessabout the disproportionateburden of
environmenta hazards borne by peopledf color.

Thegtriking findingsof theUnited Church of Christ sudy
led usto investigatewhether other studiesexisted which usd
systematicdata toexamine the socid distributiondf pollution
and to determinewhether theevidencefrom thesestudies,
taken together, demongtratesa consistent pattern of environ-
mental inequity based on socioeconomic and racia factors.

>> se¢ THE EVIDENCE, page 24
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Woman-Power
at the Summit

by Ellie Goodwin

TheFist Nationd Peopled Color Environmenta L eader-
ship Summit was an incredibleopportunity tobe on hand for
the next stepin the environmenta movement that will take us
into the 21 century — therecognitiond thesocid jugtice
component. Women were represented in crucial pogtions
during the planning and coordinating process, aswell as
multiple Summit workshops. Thislevd o involvement
representsour redefining
themodd for environmen-
ta and socid judtice
organizations. Our women
must be acknowledged for
their contributionsand roles
ascollective” midwives’ to

Summit
News

this movement.

From the openinginvocation by Rose Auger, theSpiritual
Elder of the Cree Nation to stirring presentationsby Mililani
Trask, Governor of the nation of Kai’Aina, Hawai’i, Wilma
Mankiller, Principal Chief, Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma,
and Hazd Johnson, Director of People for Community
Recovery (just to nameafew), thecasestudiesof exploitation
wereappaling, theopportunitiesfor action inspiring. Sister
Auger brought the whole discussion into focus with her
spiritua request for aleviationadf the painaof Mother Earth
and hedling for all her children. | wept to heer thisElder for
dl of usasking the Creator for directionfor Her **foolish
children.” | redized at that moment how much | missed the
connectionsto my other relationsand how proud and happy |
was to be among them now.

Women have been on the frontlines of theenvironmenta
justice movement for years. Sincewe are mogt often the
caregiversand homemakerswho are first awareof contami-
nantsin our homes and neighborhoods, we ultimately become
thefird linedf defenseand struggle. Our "activid™ tendency,
to not compromisewhen it comesto the hedth and well-being
o our families and loved ones, hes prepared usfor this work
as nothingelsecan.

Drawing on the professiona and grassroots strength and
expertiseof community women, the Summit was imbued with
asensed power and courage not soon to be forgotten. In my
opinion, thiswas embodied in theamazing presentetion by
Dana Algton, Senior Program Officer at thePanos Ingtitute.
Ms Alston’s analysisof the paternaisticdynamic that has
motivated the traditional environmental movement was
nothing short of awesome.

| felt proud listening to Ms Alston bresk it down for the
plenary body: her chilling statisticsdf pollution exported to
nonwhite countries; of peaceand anti-nuclear movements, as
well asother socially conscious movements, which turn their

>> see WOMAN POWER, page 23

Education & Youth

Reportback from the Summit
by Nindakin:
Peopleof Color for the Environment

Y outh have historicadly played acrucial rolein movements
for socia changeand now carry theresponsibility for the
long-term success of theenvironmentd justice movement. As
asourced fresh and cregtive approaches, they mugt bean
integral part of theleadership of the movement today.
Throughout the L eadership Summit, the need for education
and outreach to youth becamegpparent. The Educationad
Y outh Strategy Workshopand an impromptu youth caucus
explored theissuesd education,involvement and leadership
o youth in theenvironmenta justicemovement.

The50 conferenceattendeesto the Education and Y outh
workshop discussed the challenges of integrating young
peopleintoenvironmenta struggles and organizations.
Bunyan Bryant, professor of environmental advocacy at the
Universty o Michigan, and Laurie Weahkie, of the Tonantzin
Land Indtitute, werefacilitators.

The discussiontouched on drugs, violence, and teenage
pregnancy not only as bamersto involving youth in our
struggles but dso as pressing environmenta problems. The
waorkshop members brokeinto groups to formul atestrategies
for youth empowerment such asencouraging and supporting
youth in their own efforts, teaching environmental valuesand
developing internships. Thediscussion focused on grassroots
strategies for influencing the education of our youth with the
ultimateintent of educatingthe whole nation.

Additiondly, an impromptu youth caucusraised avareness
of theroled youth in the environmenta justice movemert.
Theyouth talked about their particular strugglesand proposad
ways to involveand support youth efforts. Membersaf the
youth caucusdiscussed the critical need for youth leadership
for the continuation of theenvironmental justice movement.
Theyouth submitted astatement to the Summit leadership
emphasizing theimportanceof youth in grassroots struggles
and callingfor theincreased participationdf youthin dl levels
o environmentd justiceorganizations.

Attendeesdf both the youth caucusand the workshop
acknowledged that thelearning of environmentd valuesisa
fundamental part of persona development. Running Grass,
founder of theThreeCirclesMulti-Culturd Environmentd
Education Center broadened the traditional view of environ-
mentd education, stating that "' Environmenta Justicecdlsfor
an environmenta education that lirks, conceptudly and
experientially,social justiceissueswith an appreciation of
diversecultura perspectivesand a through understanding of
natural systems."" We challengeeducatorsto integrateenviron-
mental and socid judticeconcerns intotheir curriculaand
programs, and in recognitionof the important contributionsd
youth to the movement we challengeenvironmentd justice
organizationsat dl levelsto develop criticd thinking and
actionin youth throughongoing dialogue.
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Rev. Chavis Blasts Feds
L ead Poisoning Inaction

ThefollowingistheFebruary 25,
1992 testimony of Dr. Benjamin F.
Chavis, Jr. before the Subcommitteeon
Health and Environment. Congressman
Henry A. Waxman (D-CA) convened a
hearing of the Subcommitteein re-
sponse to the February 24,1992 release
of the Environmental Protection
Agency's Environmental Equity Report.

Mr. Chairman and membersdf the
Subcommitteeon Hedth and the
Environmentof the Committeson
Energy and Commerce, | an pleasad to
have this opportunity to givetestimony
on theimpact of lead poisoningon
peopleof color and low income
communitiesin the United Statesof

25 microgramsper deciliter to 10. This
action by CDC istheresult of new
medica evidence documenting thefact
that serious negative hedith effectsare
caused by far lower levelsdf leedin
blood then previoudy assumed.

Y &, numerousstudies have con-
firmed that children from peopledf
color communitiesin the United States
have somedf the highest levelsaf lead
intheir blood asaresult of beingin
communities that have been dispropor-
tionately impacted by awide range of
environmental hazards. For example, it
isreported that 70%0f urban African
American and Hispanic children havea
dangerouslevd of lead in their blood,

Ameri Cat(L&;zrxn as opposed to
sbd]dpeak“f ‘; e Yon | Lgad poisoning should not be 3ok Vivr':'te
. similar
Recid Justiceof the | @imon in people of color communi- | circom-
1.6 million-member ia@ it dances. The
UnitedChurchof | 168 ~itIS directly related o |t o O
Christ. Our national | ISSUGS Of Pacism, socioaconomic |c.q 0oIon-
oot oo | circumstances and disproportion- | 9 >
with other officesin | 88 8XpOSurg to other environ- | o,
New York, North mental hazards. nities is
Carolina,and herein integrally
Washington, D.C. connected to patternsof residentid

Human exposureto leed poisoningis
an urgent and importantissuefor all
personswho livein the United States.
In particular for African American,
Hispanic American, Native American,
and Asan American communities, the
issuedf lead poisoning, likeother
environmental issues, isan issuedf life
and desth.

We sponsored the First Netiond
Peopleof Color Environmentd L eader-
ship Summit on Capitol Hill, October
24-27,1991. At thisSummit mesting,
we heard numerousaccountsof the
devagtatingimpact of lead poisoningin
thechildren of peopleaf color commu-
nities. That same month, the Centers
for DiseaseControl (CDC) issued a
gatement that called for lowering the
acceptablelevd of lead in blood from

segregationbased onrace. Thegreatest
sourceof lead poisoningamong
childrenislead based paint chipsfound
in theinadequatehousing common in
these communities. It isgenerdly
known that lead poisoning causes
decreasedintdligence, learning
disabilities, anemia, convulsons,
hypertension, kidney disseseand
cancer.

The high leve of lead contamination
in peopleof color communities, |
believe, should beviewed in the broader
context of overall environmental
degradation in thesecommunities. In
other words, lead poisoning should not
be viewed as an isolated phenomenonin
peopleaof color communities. Rather,

the high level of lead poisoningin these
»» see LEAD, page 18

The Real Story
Behind EPA's
"Environmental
Equity” Report

The Environmental Protection
Agency released itslong-awaited report
on"*environmentd equity” on February
24,1992. Environmenta equity refers
to the disproportionateimpact of
pollution on peopled color popula:
tions. Theostensiblepurposedf the
report is to increase the priority that
EPA givesto issuesd environmenta
equity. According to internal EPA
memoranda released by Cong. Hanry A.
Waxman (D-CA), top EPA officids
fear that environmental fairnesscould
become' one of the mogt politicaly
explosiveenvironmenta issuesyet to
emerge” What followsis the Saff
Report from Cong. Waxman’s office.

Thisreport summarizesimportant
internal agency documents that address
the equity report. Thesedocuments
show 1) that the confidentid EPA
""communicationplan for the report
promotes an agendathat conflictswith
the stated objectivesof thereport; 2)
that the equity reportis''lessthan
candid about EPA’s track record”; 3)
that peopledf color membersof the
environmentd equity workgroup fileda
dissentingopinion that has been
suppressed by EPA, and 4) that EPA
has opposed initiativesto address
proveninstancesof digproportionate
impact.

Theagency's communication plan
for the equity reportisdescribedin a
confidential memorandum from Lewis
Crampton, EPA’s AssociateAdminis
trator for Communications, to Gordon
Binder, Adminigtrator Reilly’s Chief of
Staff.

Asset forth in the memorandum, the
goal of the" environmental equity
communication plan' is not to promote
understanding of , and responses to, the
environmental problemsfaced by
peopledf color communities. Instead,
the god isto defuse palitical pressure
for action by driving awedge between

»»see EPA, page 18
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REPORTBACK...

CadliforniaCommunities Againg Toxics
Conference. Sacramento, CA, July 27-28.
1991.

Grasx oots GroupsUnite

Last July 27 and 28 over 100
environmentd activistsfrom al over
the sate of Cdiforniagatheredin
Sacramentofor the third annua
CaliforniaCommunitiesAgaing Toxics
Conference. Prioritiesfor the confer-
enceincluded networking, education
and strategizingabout the present and
futuregoalsof CCAT.

Participantsranged from the Silicon
Vadley ToxicsCoditionwhichis
organizing in predominantly Latino
communitiesin San Josearound high
tech industrieswhich are polluting the
groundweter, to residentsof Dunsmuir
who came bringing storiesdf the
environmental devastationexperienced
in their town becauseof the Southern
Pacificrailroad spill, to El Pueblo para
el Aire y Agua Limpio (Peoplefor
Clean Air and Water) from Kettleman
City. Severd anti-toxicsactivistsfrom
Arizona were also present

A celebrationof victorieswasfirst
on the agenda, with hibutepaidtothe
successful effortsof the Mothersof East
LA tofightatoxic waste incinerator
proposed for Vernon; theclosingof a
toxic waste dump in Casmalia through
theefforts of Casmalia residents; and
thergection of agarbagedump by the
Los Coyote. Band of Mission Indians
and the Codlitionfor Indian Rights,
which together organized to invalidatea
leaseallegedly entered into with the
Chambers Development Corp. by the
Triba Chairman (see 2 RPE 8 (Summer
1991)).

Workshop topicsinduded informa-
tion about tacticson how tofight
contamination sitesin local communi-
ties, the medical effectsof toxics, toxic
threats to Indian lands, how to build ad
maintain a community group without

burning out, how to lobby eected
officials, and eva uating Environmental
Impact Reportsand Hedth Risk
Assessments. The workshopsgenerdly
focused on specific tacticsand informa:
tion to helpin concreteissue aress,
athough the group discussions Sunday
morning on such topicsas The Fight
Againg Environmenta Racismand The
Pegticide Spill and its Consequencesled
toan interchangedt ideasamong
participants that reflected the breadth of
perspectivesand experience represented
at theconference,

Part o the mandated theconfer-
ence was to pall the participants
regarding whether or not therewasa
need to establish more regular commu-
nication and structureamong CCAT

communication among environmental
activistsif we are to build a movement
for environmentd judtice, and that
communication mus bediverseto
includepeopled color and aso groups
dedling with questionsd labor in the
production of toxics. By pullingin
peopled color, who areoften most
affected by contamination, and |abor,
which isdecidedly affected first and
worst at the paint of production of
toxics, solutionsaf how to dean up the
environmentcan morefully reflect
socid justiceand economic concernsof
affected communities.

For the more than 100 activists
attending, the CCAT conference
provided a va uable opportunity to
gauge the breadth of environmenta

By pulling in people of color, who
are often most affected by
contamination, and labor, which is
decidedly affected first and worst at
the point of production of toxics,
solutions of how to clean up the
environment can more fully reflect
social justice and economic
concerns of affected communities.

participants. Results showed thet there
wasinterestin establishingsomekind
of moresolid structure, and acommittee
of people was establishedto follow-up
on that task hy seekingtheinput of
participantsof the conferenceand other
potentialy interested groupsand
establishing the mechanismsof commu-
nication.

Discussion with some participants
indicated that thereisa nead for regular
interchangeand strengthening of

struggles throughout the state of
Cdlifornia, gather important information
that can be used in loca struggles,and
meet other activists who wereall too
happy to provide support and resources.
— Lisa Duran
Labor/Community Srategy Center
14540 Haynes Strect, #200
Van Nuys, CA 91411
818/781-4800
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I 1)cdium- and short-term proposals, and informed and organized through the

. fell into three broad categories. Codlition.
Faging Free Trade Together Conference * Fird, tradepaolicy and legidative Therearecurrently gregt opportuni-

Berkdey, CA, February 21-22. 1992

ActivissMeat to Discuss

work indudesexposing the true costsof
freetradeand the proposed agreements,

tiesfor more individuasand organiza-
tionsto get involved with the Codition,
and hook up with eech other. Weare

“Free” Trade Agreement %ﬁ%‘%ﬂs&“&%ﬁ?&%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ Setting Up a speskershureau, aresearch
| ssuesand Strategize which foster equitable and ecologically team, astrategy to usethe Cdifornia
sound development, and building mass primariesto rasefreetradeissue. We
Thelargeand enthusiagtic turn-out politica pressure. areaso planninga tour for Berta Lujan,
of over 700 peopleat the Codlition for * Second, cross-border links aleader of theindependentMexican
Fair Tradeand Socid Justice between organizationsin Canada, trade union federation and Mexican
Conferencein Action Network,
Berkdey on for fdll.
e o || Trade policy is now recognized as an o Conference
pollcy Sro issue that hits close to home for a broad row avalzble
I Nized as an Ny
sethihte || spectrum of communities throughout Cosliion, which
. i ject of
vayaesel o | North America. From Cuauhtemoc Giobtl B
spectrum of Cardenas' opening address, through chengead e
(ot || plenaries and workshops, a wealth of Pt To
Quatemoc information and experiences were :)T;g;ngv
opeing address, shared. Perhaps most exciting was the B0 e
™ || sense of common purpose which Fait Trogieand
;?385’%;"“”3@0 emerged, cutting across borders and the e
oo || 1@2ZY lines which divide us into workers, #200, Ocklard
?@r(%gnii;r::%s ] consumers, environmentalists, immi- sires6ssa.
wealthofinfor- || grants, farmers, and so on. Fair
mation and Tradeand
experienceswere Social Justice
shared. Perhaps

mogt exciting was the sense of common
purposewhich emerged, cutting across
bordersand the hazy lineswhich divide
usinto workers, consumers, environ-
mentalists, immigrants, farmers,and so
on.

Of coursewestill havealong way to
go. Dozensaf proposasdeaing with
the tasks ahead cameout o theconfer-
enceworkshops. Theseincluded long-,

Mexicoand theUS are needed for the
long haul, which build on existing
networks, improve informationsharing
and cross-cultural understanding, and
facilitatenew common strategiesand
organizing projects.

 Third, Northern Cdifornia
outreach, education and mediawork
proposal saddressad how more indi-
viduals and organizationscan become

Wewant to hear from you --

send newsof your latest event to
RPE Reportbacks, CRLAF, 2111
Mission Street, Suite401, San
Francisco, CA 94110, or fax them
t0 415/626-4925.
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El Pueblo of Kettleman
City Beat Chem Waste

in Round One

Inamgor victory in their four year campaign to block a
toxic waste incinerator near their small town, KettlemanCity
residents heerd on New Y ear's Eve that a Sacramento Superior
Court judge hed ruled in their favor in alega chalengeto the
incinerator. JudgeJeffrey Gunther ruled that KingsCounty
failed to follow Cdifornialaw when it prepared an environ-
menta impact report on the incinerator project and rushed
approval through the Board of Supervisors. ""The Court finds
that the Find Subsequent EIR on CWM’s proposed incinera-
tor project wasinadequate,”" wrote Gunther in astrongly
worded opinion that took the County to task for failing to
properly andyzetheair quality impacts, agricultural impacts
and cumulativeimpactsof the proposed toxic incinerator. The
Court alsoruled that the EIR’s analysisof aternativesitesfor
theincinerator was “flawed and premature’” Theruling stops
theincineratordead in its tracksfor what could be years.

In asignificant victory for Kettleman residents, the Cowt
also hdd that the County hed exduded Spanish-speaking
residentsfrom the EIR process. According to Judge

County Board of Supervisorson Jenuary 3,

Batt\Theeiaar|cby BbRigtilo phojest back
to the County to do theenvironmenta
review again. ""The County didn't ever ligen
tous" said Joe Maya, afamily farmer who
cultivates 2,700 acres near the proposed
incinerator site. ""We hed to take them to court.
We're not scientists, but weknew therewereerrorsin the
BER"

The lawsuit wasfiled by the datewideanti-poverty law
firms of CaliforniaRura Lega Assstanceand theCRLA
Foundation. Luke Cole, an environmentd -poverty attorney
with CRLAF who has represented the community group for
the past two years, said, " The incluson of Spanish speaking
peopleisfundamenta to any adequatereview o theincinera-
tor. The peoplewho have to live with a decision should be the
peoplemaking thedecision.”

Coleand leadersof El Pueblo a so questioned the siting of
theincinerator near the 95 percent Latino community.
According to Espy Mayaof Kettleman City, "They put these
incineratorsin here because werre Mexican — look at Chem
Waste's three other incinerators, al in neighborhoods where
black peoplelive said Maya, referring to Chem Waste's
exigting toxic waste incineratorsin Chicago, IL, Sauget, IL
and Port Arthur, TX.  According to Coleand Maya, each of
the threecommunitiesis morethan 75

Gunther,"Theresidentsdf Kettleman City, almost : percent black. "'It's no coincidence
40 percent of whom were monolingud in that Chem Waste now wantsan
Spanish, expressed continuous and strong “The residents of Kettleman incinerator in Kettleman

interestin participatingin theCEQA
review processfor theincinerator
projectat CWM’s Kettleman Hills
Facility, just four milesfrom their
homes. Their meaningful involvement
in the CEQA review process was
effectively precluded by the absenceof
Spanish trandation." Thisisthefirst
time in Cdiforniahistory that a judge has
ordered the trandation of environmental
review documents.

"I'm s0 happy, I'm speechless”” said Mary Lou
Mares, afarmworker and leader of thelocal community group
B Pueblo parad Aire y Agua Limpio (Peoplefor Clean Air
and Water), which brought thesuit in February of 1991. 'This
just goesto show that L atinofarmworkers can be heard.”

"l knew wewereright — I'm glad someonefinally listened
tous" said Espy Maya, another leader of El Pueblo. "'I'm
happy for the peopleof K ettleman City thet we won't be
poisoned by theincinerator.” Hundredsof Kettleman City
residentshed joined in continuing protestsagaingt the pro-
posed facility, which would burn over 200 million poundsof
toxic substanceseach year.

Thetoxic wagteincinerator, proposad by Chemica Weste
Management, Inc. as an addition to their giant toxic wadte
dump near Kettleman City, hed been gpproved by the Kings

City... expressed continuous and
strong interest in participating in

City — ther incinerators
aeonly in communities

. 2. . her leof col
the [incinerator] review process.... Y}'\,e-?peop e oo
Their meaningful involvement in Ralph Abascal,
the process was effectively CRLA's Generd
preciuded by the absence of Counsel, explained the
i ion." significanceof the Judge's
S‘lpadnlsllljtrff;lnslac;lon h ruling. “The County must
- Judge Jefirey Gunther goback and do the Environ-

menta |mpact Report al over,
thistimefollowing thelaw. Thiscould
takeyears™ Theincinerator also till needsthree permits —
from EPA, the state and thelocd air pollution control district.
The David-and-Goliath strugglewaged by low-income
fannworkersin Kettleman City againgt thelargest toxic waste
dumping company in the country hesreceived nationd
attention, with the Rev. Jesse Jackson addressing an October
12 rdly in Kettleman City that drew over 1,000 peoplefrom
sx states. Kettleman residentshave vowed to fight the
incineratorin every forum. "We're going to keepfighting
until Chem Waste packs up and goes home™ said thejubilant
Maya Kettleman residentsstressed that they are not
“NIMBYs” — or Notin My Back Yad. "Wedon't want the
incinerator in Kettleman, or anywheredse'™ said community
leader Mary Lou Mares. "'If we had serioustoxicsuse
reduction, we wouldn't need an incinerator anywhere.”
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Wangari Maathal Arrested

Wangari Maatha, 1991 winner of the prestigiousGoldman
Environmenta Award for her work to protect and restorethe
environment of Kenya, was arrested by Kenyan authoritiesat
her homein Nairobi on January 13,1992 (see RPE Winter
1991 for agtory on Dr. Maathai’s activitiesas an environmen-
td activist). Dr. Maathai, a prominent member of Kenyas
newly formed opposition party, was oned four opposition
party memberscharged with "' spreading mdiciousrumors'”
about President Danid arap Moi and hisadminigtration. After
more than 100 police barricaded her house over theweskend,
policebrokein Monday afternoon and pulled her through a
window.

Concerned for her safety, Wangari's many friendsand
supportersimmediady alerted the international news media,
caled key membersd Congress, and deluged the Kenyan
Embassy in Washington, DC with cals expressing their
outrage.

Shewas hdd in prison overnight, and perhgpsduein part
to theingtantaneousinternationa outrageover the arrest, wes
released on a 100,000 shilling ($3,500) bond the next day .
Upon her rel ease, Wangari was taken to the hospital, where
sheremained for nearly two weeks with back trouble, dueto
having s ept on the bare concretefloor.

In addition to keeping in closecontact with her friendsand
family, the Goldman Environmenta Foundation aerted meny
membersof the mediaconcerning Wangari's Situation. As a
result, thestory aired on CNN’s FutureWatch and was covered
in Time magazine. TheGoldman Foundationled in theeffort
to get twenty-threedirectorsaf environmenta organizationsto
sgn aletter protesting Magthai's arrest.

Following acourt appearanceon January 27, atrial date of
May 27 was set for Wangari Maathai and ten otherswho
participated in an opposition party pressconference.

Information upplied by the Goldman Foundation.

Anothe Reason Not to Let Polluters
Open Shop in Your Community

TheU.S Generd Accounting Office hasconfirmed what
grassrootsenvironmentdists have long suspected: it paysto
pollute. In areport to Congressissued last June, theGAD
foundthat despitean EPA palicy to levy pendtiesthat areat
least as great asa company's economic benefit from the
violation,in nearly two thirdsof the casesexamined EPA had
not cal culated the economic benefit of the violation and thus
hed not matched thefineto theviolaion. Theamountsof the
pendtiesassessed by EPA "show little relationshipto the
economic benefitsof the violations," accordingto the GAQ.

As the GAO report concluded, “The widespread absence of
documentation makesit impossibleto cal cul ate the amount the
agency actualy should have collected at a minimum. State
and local enforcementauthorities— who are responsiblefor
more than 70%af al environmental enforcementactions—
do not regularly recover economic benefit in penalties,
according to previousGAO and EPA Inspector Generd
Reports. Moreover,in casesthat weand others have reported
on, repeeted violations have occurred in theabsenceof
pendties” In 1990aone, EPA hed no data an theeconomic
benefit to the polluting company in 65% of theviolations;
even when economic benefitswere caculated, in 15%0f the
cases EPA till levied afine bdlow the amount of the benefit.

Thereport followed 10 other program reviewsby GAO
between 1988 and 1990, which documented numerouscases in
which EPA regiond officesand statesdid not follow the
agency's pendty policy and assessed low pendlties, or noneat

all, for significant violationsof RCRA, the Clean Water Act
and theClean Air Ad. TheGAO hasasofound that in the
two regions they studied, "fewer then haf of theauthorized
state programshave adopted such a pendty policy,and in the
absence of afederd requirement, others are unlikdly to do s0."

In areview o gtateenforcement actions under the Clean
Air Act, the GAO found that over hdf of the morethen 1,100
significant violatorsthat statesand locdlitiesidentifiedin 1983
and 1989 had paid no cash pendtiesat dl. Inonecase a
company that failed to ingtall pollution control equipment —
and thus hed emitted excess pollution — for Sx yearswas
assessed a pendty of $15,000, athough EPA’s Enforcement
Officelater found that the economic benefit of theviolation
was more than $231,000, or about 15 timesthe penalty.

The report listsother horror storiesas well. Onecof the
most dramaticexampleswas the caseof Avtex Fibersin
Virginia, which violated its wastewater discharge permit at
least 1,600 times over a9-year pericd. EPA and the Stateof
Virginiaa so cited the company for contaminating groundwa:
ter and emitting into the air 770 times the alowed levelsper
hour of carbon disulfide. Yt accordingto the EPA, Avtex
never paidafme.

For afree copy of thereport, contact GAO and request
Environmental Enforcement: Penalties May Naot Recover
Economic BenefitsGained by Violators, GAO/RCED-91-166
(June 1991), USGAO, PO Box 6015, Gaithersburg, MD
20877, 0or cdl 202/275-6241,
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Resources

Organizations

Minority Environmental Assoaation. The Minority
Environmenta Assodation wes established in order to
improveawarenessd environmentd risk and advocate
opportuntiesrdaed to environmenta issues, including job
opportunties. Contact Ms Deborah A. Saunders President,
Minority Ervironmenta Assodiation, PO. Bax 2097,
Sandusky, CH 44871 4191625-3230.

Wdf Mountain Press. Walf Mountain Pressis adocumen
tary program focusing an Naivelands and indigenouspeoples
throughout theworld. The Press maintainsa newslibrary for
networking with Naiveand internationd movements
Contact: Oannes Arthur Pritzer, Director, Wdf Mountain
Press, PO. Bax 7573, Ngples AL 33941, 81313532164,

Directories

The 1992 Directory of People df Color Environmental
Groupsis now available from the Depatment o Socidlogy,
Universty d Cdifornia Riversde, CA 92521. 714/787-5444
or fax 714/787-3330. Cogtis$l10.

Comprehensive Listing of State Legislatorsdf Color.
Names addresses, and phone numbersd every datelegidator
d color asd October 24,1991. Contact: AngdaPak ad
Darryl Haddodk, researchers, Center for Policy Alternatives,
1875 Connecticut Ave NW, # 710, Washington, DC 20009.
202/387-6030.

General Articlesand Publicationsof | nter est

Energy Policy and the Urban Predicament. An Uren
Habitat Program study that prabes the connections betwean
current energy policy, the public discourseand socid judice
issuesas they relate to urban communities, particlarly commu-
nitiesd color and working and low-income people. Contact:
Hery Holmes, Policy Andy4, Urben Habitat Program, 300
Broedway #28, Sen Frandisoo, CA 94133, 415/788-3666.

"Environmenta Disadter in South Korea™" A one-pagefact
sheat that destribes thededtruction d therural ecosysemsas
areault o South Koreds export-orientedindugtriaization
program. Contact Korea Informationand ResourceCenter,
1314 14th &. NW, #5, Washington, DC 20005. 202/387-
2551

Environmental Equity: ReducingRisk for All Communi-
ties. A report to the United States Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) Adminigrator from the EPA Environmental

Equity Workgroup. The draft report reviewsand evauatesthe
evidencethat racid minority and low-income people bear a
environmentlly digoroportionate risk burden. Recommenda:
tionsare offered as to how the BPA might better sarve low-
incomeand minority communities Contact: Robert Woloatt,
Chairman, Environmental Equity Workgroup, US EPA,
Waehington, DC 20460.

Environmental Prioritiesand Concernsof State Legidators
of Color. Survey indentified environmentd issuesand
concernsd StateLegidatorsd’ Color. The respondents
identified areas df interest an both traditiondl and sodd judtice
environmental issues. Contact: CharlesLee, United Church
o Chris Commisson for Radd Justice, 475 RiverddeDr.,
#1948, Nawv York, NY 101152121870-2077 o Jffrey
Tryens, Center for Policy Alternatives 1875 Connecticut Ave
NW, #710,Washington, DC 20009. 2021387-6030.

Environmental Racism: Issuesand Dilemmas. A compen
dum o essaysfrom the Univerdty o Michigen Symposum
on environmentd raciam, January 1990, by such leeding
figuresin the movement as Richard Mooreand Bab Bullard.
Thebook presentsdoquently thet the systeméic policy
decisonsd governmentand private sector threatens the
hedth and cultured peopled color. Contect theeditors:
Professor Bunyan Bryant and Paul Mohai, Schoadl of Naturdl
Resources, University of Michigan, Am Arbor, M| 48109,

"Tand Rights Humen Rightsand Genodide: The Effectsof
the AlaskaNative ClamsSattlement Ad (ANCSA)." Fact-
sheet concearning land rightsand U.S colonid intrusonon
Nativelands. Good ovaview o thesocid, economic,and
palitica consequencesd the ANCSA. Contect: The Sover-
agnty Network Legd RightsOffice, HCO4 Bax 9880,
Padmer, AK 99645. 907/745-0505.

"Towards A Nav Visond Community Economic
Devdopment™ A critiqued current community devd opment
modds identifying their srengths and wesknesses. The peper
advocates building alabor/community codition asthe
foundation for a new community developmentstrategy. The
paper was written by Dan Swvinney, Midwest Center for Labor
Research; Miguel Vasquez, Center for Community
and Howard Engelskirchen, University of Cdifornia, River-
gde Contact: Dan Swinney, Midwest Center for Labor
Research, 3411 W. Diversey Ave, Room 10, Chicago, I
60647. 312/278-5418.

Toxic Waste in an African Community. Pamphletexplores
the struggled residentsin Eagt Palo Alto, CA to stop the
gting d a hazardouswagtefadility in their community. Good
referencefor thoseinterestedin toxicraciam. Contact:
UJIMA Security Council, 337 Lilac Lane, East Palo Alto, CA
303, 415/853-1857.
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Be the First on Your Block...
The First National People of Color
Environmental Leadership Summit

Video Available

Native American, African America, Latino
American and Asian Pacific Americanleaders
build for the first time a unified voice and agenda
for environmental justice action. The process,
dialogue, and key questions, including-how to
impact public policy in the interest of environ-
mental justice. The video was created to help

you carry out the process beyond the event.

The video costs$30.00 plusshipping and handling. To
order by phone, call 1-800-325-7061. Ask for "' Summit
HighlightsCRIV-010.” You may dsomail in your order.
Make your check payable to United Church Resources, and
mail to 800 North Third Street, Suite 202, St Louis, MO
63102-2138.

Hearing Latino Voices on the
Environment:
The Cornell University Conference on
Environment and

Latino Imaginations
April 30-May 2,1992

"Amid the clamor surroundingenvironmental issues
from garbage to globa warming, thevoicesdf U.S
Latinosare srangely muted. This Slence prevents
recognition of Latinos environmenta concernshy
mainstream activistsand policy makersand deprives
U.S environmenta discourseaf conceptsand perspec-
tives that could make it moreglobdly relevant. Practi-
caly, theabsence of Latino pergpectivesfrom environ-
menta curriculameansa continuing dearth of resource
sewards who can address environmenta needsex-
pressed in other idioms, who can leamn from others
whosewaysd knowing are different from their oan™

SessionsOn: The Ideal Landscape * Latino Under-
standingsof Declineand Degradation * Peoplesar Risk
* Environment, Ethnicity and Nationalisme Reconquest
o the Urban Landscape

To recelveinformation write Higpanic American
StudiesProgram, 211 Sage Hall, Cornell University,
Ithaca, N.Y. 14853

—

Protecting Mother Earth

Conference

The Indigenous Environmenta Network (IEN) is now
planning and organizing for our third annual meeting, the
“Protecting Mother Earth” Conference on June4-7, 1992, to
be hogted by Klickitat Chief Wilbur Slockish, Sr., Chief John
Jackson, Chief Howard Jim, and the Indigenouspeopled the
Columbia River.

Indigenouscommunitiesacross the country, as dsewhere,
arefaced with sgnificant thrests to our environmentsand
indeed our surviva. Whether uranium and coa mining,
hydro-dlectricdams, oil exploitation, toxic waste dumps,
garbage dumps, nuclear waste dumps or monitored retrieveble
storagesites, or other environmentally dangerous projects.
many |ndigenouscommunities havefound themselveson the
front linesdf theenvironmenta movement

Although not Iabdled environmentdists, our way o life
since our crestion on our Mother Earth has been about
maintaininga hedthy environment These teachingsand
beliefs haveenabled smal Indigenousgrassroots groupsto
take on huge multi-nationd corporations, againgt seemingly
insurmountabl eodds and successfully stop projects. Although
there have been many victories, there are many Indigenous
grassroots groupswho arein direneed of support.

IEN wasformaly created by over 500 del egatesfrom
Indigenousgrassroots groupsat the 1991 " Protecting Mother
Earth: The Toxic Threet to Indian Lands’ Conference hdd
near Bear Butte, SD. The conferenceis designed to end the
isolation and vulnerability  Indigenousgrassroots groupshy
sarving as a gathering place to share organizing skills,
information, and refining a nationd agendato bring to the
mainstream environmental movement and society asawhale

For moreinformation, call Paul Rodarte at 5191652-5674
or Wilbur Slockish, J. at 509/748-2043.

Job Announcement

Transportation Policy Analyst

TheLabor/Community Strategy Center isamulti-racid
economicand socid justiceorganizationin Los Angdes
County attempting to generate high-visibility, tet-case,
grassrootscampaignsthet directly advocate policy changes
and that have nationd applicability.

The Trangportation Policy Anayst will serveasthe staff
person for the WATCHDOG Transportation Policy Group,
helping to developan overal andysisof public transportation
issuesin Los AngdesCounty. Qualifications include strong
verba and written skills, previous background working with
community groups, and experienceworking in acollective
context. Verbal and written fluency in Spanish hdpful.
Please send aresume, a writing sample, and cover |etter with
your thoughtson why you fed the objectivesof the Strategy
Center are compatiblewith your own, to George Hayashi, L |
CSC, 14540 Haynes Street, Suite200, Van Nuys, CA 91411
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World Bank Dumps

on Third World Again

Washington,DC, February 7. Followingthelegk of a
World Bank internal memo advoceting the transfer of "'dirty
industries” and pollution to devel oping nations, Greenpeace
thiswesk calledfor theimmediatedismissal of its author,
Bank vice president and chief economist Lawrence Summers.
"This memois just one more indication that theBank is
working to ignoreand undermine the environmental concerns
of Third World countries" said Greenpeace’s David Baiker.
"It reved sacrass, racist and environmenta ly-destructive
attitude that has no placein international policy making."

In his December 12 memo to Bank colleagues, Summers
wrote, "' Shouldn't theWorld Bank be encouraging more
migration of thedirty industriesto theLDCs (lessdevel oped
countries)?"

Summersaso proposes that the Bank encouragethe
dumping o toxic wastein Africaand other"'vastly under-

L

"Shouldn't the World Bank be
encouraging more migration of the
dirty industries to the LDCs (less
developed countries)?" writes World
Bank vice president and chief econo-
mist Lawrence Summers.

Summers also proposes that the
Bank encourage the dumping of toxic
waste in Africa and other "vastly
under-polluted” countries. "l think
the economic logic behind dumping a
load of toxic waste in the lowest wage

country is impeccable. . .”
S

polluted" countries. ™1 think theeconomic logic behind
dumping aload of toxic wastein thelowest wage country is
impeccableand we should face up to that,” Summerswrote.

After someWorld Bank employeesstrongly objected to the
memo, Summers issued a statement claiming hisremarks were
intended **as asardonic counter-point, an effort to sharpen the
andyds" On February 6, once the memo had been lesked to
the press, the Bank alsoissued a statement saying it “deeply
regretted the memo which it said " does not represent the
postion of theWorld Bank."

"Thesedisclaimerscannot hide the fact that Summers
issued his memoon World Bank letterhead and that his
proposa srepresent an option being serioudy argued by at
|least someWorld Bank officids,” Batker said.

-- GreenpeaceNews

Resources for the
Legally-Minded

Three recently published or about-to-be-published
articles may beof interest to lawyers arid environ-
mental justice advocates:

Regina Austin and Michagl Schill, " Black,
Brown, Poor and Poisoned: Minority Grassroots
Environmentalism and the Quest for Eco-Justice,
1 Kansas Journal of Law & Public Policy 69
(Summer 1991).

Rachel Godsil, " Remedying Environmental
Racism,” 90 Michigan Law Review 394 (Novem-
ber 1991).

Luke Cole, " Remediesfor Environmental
Racism: A View from the Fidd,” 90 Michigan
Law Review __ (June 1992)(forthcoming).

Coming Soon from
Westview Press...

Raceand thelncidence of
Environmental Hazards;

A Timefor Discourse

Edited by Bunyan Bryant and Paul M ohai
This compendium isan outgrowth of the

now-historic Michigan Conference on Race
and the Incidence of Environmental Hazards
held in January 1990. It collects many of the
scholarly worksdonein the environmental
racism field in the past few years, including the
groundbreaking Mohai and Bryant piece
Environmental Racism: Reviewing the Evi-
dence, which we have excerpted on page three.
For ordering information, contact Bunyan
Bryant, School of Natural Resources, Univer-
sity of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Ml 48109.
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BACK ISSUES OF RPE...

Orda those you may have missed: Send $2.00 each to RPE, Earth Idand I ngtitute,
300 Broadway, #300, San Francsco, CA 94133.

Issue #1 -« April 1990
Earth Day Issue

o David Brower on the Need for
New Coalitions
e Cynthia Hamilton on Women, Home &
Community
e Why African Americans Should be
Environmentalists, by Carl Anthony
e A Challengeto the Environmental
Movement
e Freeways, Community and
"Environmental Racism"
¢ Resources for Grassroots Environmental
Groups
e No Deposit, No Return: How the Politics
of Race Defeated the DC Bottle Bffl
¢ Resources
e Our first issue!

Issue #2 = July 1990

Summer Issue
* WinonaLaDuke on the Struggle for
Cultural Diversity
* Inner Cities Join Ecology Debate
e Bob Bullard and Beverly Wright on the
Quest for Environmental Equity:
Mobilizing the Black Community for Social
Change
e Urban Barnraising: Building
Community Through Environment
e Blacksand Greens
e People d Color form Action Network
e Reportbacks: Berkeley, LA, Austin and
Albuquerque
¢ Resources

Subscribe Today!

Issue #3 - September 1990

Special Issue on Children
e ThelragWar: Y oung People on the
Front
e Lead Poisoning Still Strikes Inner City
Y outh
e People d Color and the Environmental
Job Market
e EPA Focuses on Peopled Color
¢ Billboards: Teaching Kids to Smoke
¢ Reportbacks. Kettleman City, Berkeley,
Washington, DC, Dilkon, AZ
* Resources
e Environmental Career Conference
o Childrenand the Environment: Some
Facts

Issue #4 == Winter 1991

Focus on Women of Color
¢ \Women in the Movement
* Forest Service Preparesfor the 21st
Century
* PUEBLO isthe People
e The Environmental Support Center: A
Resourcefor the Environmental Justice
Movement
e RPE Profile CoraTucker
e Hunter College to Fight Environmetnal
Racism
e Reportbacks: Washington, DC,
Champaign-Urbana, Oakland and Atlanta
¢ \Women in the News
¢ Summit Planned to Address "Environ-
mental Racism"
e We Speak For Ourselves: Social Justice,
Race & Environment
e Traditional Culture, Newv Agriculture
« Women and the Environment: A Global
Perspective
e Civil RightsSuit Filed to Block Toxic
Waste I ncinerator
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Air Force Report

Dismisses

Native American Concerns

Although the problem

over low-level and super-
sonic overflightsaffects
many communitiesin rural
America, the population
upon which it has had the
greatest impact isthat of the
American Indian. Indeed,
American Indians — many
of whom live onisolated
reservationsapart from
white and other minority
communities—experience
military overflightsand
sonic boomsfar out of pro-
portion to their numbers.
The threat posed by this
military activity touchesa
variety of issues: healthand
safety, sovereignty rights,
and environmental concerns.

by Grace BukowskKi

With thereleased the Generic
Environmentd Impact Statement
(GEIS), the US Air Force hasnow put
its policy regarding tribal sovereignty
over airspacein print.

Military aircraft training activities
regularly extend to within 100 feet of
theground FAA regulationsraise the
floor of overflightsto 500 feet, but, as
even mgority white populationsin rural
areaswill testify, theseregulationsare
violated with regularity and without
recourse.

Many Native nations, however,
reject the 500 foot limitation and clam
tribal sovereignty intotheskies. It is
this point that the GEI'S attemptsto
belittle. According to the military, itis
only apolitical: quirk of triba leadership
which can, and should be acknowledged
and handled.

"Theability of tribal leaderstodedl
with complaintsabout flightsand be
involved in the decisions processes
associated with airspace planning may
influence their effectivenessas|eaders”
the GEISsays.”Although |ow altitude
flying activity doesnot represent a
direct challengeto tribal sovereignty,
theabsenced informativediscussion
and feedback sessions between Air
Forceand Indian representativesmay
underminethe political creditability of
triba leadership...

"Flights may causelndian families
qudity of life to bedegraded if aircraft
disrupt thesolitudedf thefamily,
epecidly by causing stressto the
elderly, or by affectingfamily lifestyles.
Theseconcernsmay be aggravated by
perceptions that the military iswith-
holding information and thet flightsare

conducted unnecessarily over Indian
villagesor households (emphesis

After describing the strong role the
family hasin triba organization,

" coupled with a strong sense that a hurt
tooneisahurttodl," theGEIS
suggested that theoverdl issueisone d
management:

"Triba grievancesregarding
airspace us have thus taken theform of
nuisancecomplaints, and possble
litigation of thesecomplaintsrequires
careful scrutiny on acase by case
basis™

Although the GEI S discussed native
rightsto someextent, it al so acknowl-
edged it didn't really know what it was
talking about. The case studiesavoided
reservation boundaries. The report
neverthdesscame to aconclusond the
issue: ""The probability of disrupting
tribal economy and family-based
subsistenceactivitiesfor the12 case
study airspaces was assessed to be low."

The sovereignty of airspaceover
Indian lands presentsthe US govern-
ment with a profound chalenge. The
GEIS could have recognized those
issuesin aasensitiveway and begun a
discussion without a blanket rgjection of
Nativevaues, bdiefsand culture. It
chosenot to.

Grace Bukowski isthe Skyguard
programCo-Director for the Rural
Alliance for Military Accountability.
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Toxic
Threat

to
| ndian

L ands

Updates
from
Around
North
America

by the

| ndigenous
Environmental
Networ k

=  Ignoring the wishesof the Los
Coyotes Band, Chambers Develop-
ment Corporation hasreturned to that
San Diego-areareservation pushing
their proposed solid wastelan  |I. Los
Coyotestribad membersrepeatedly
voted against the wastedump last year,
winning what appeared to be the final
victory against Chambers. But Cham-
bers refused to respect the Band's
sovereignty and democratic process,
and instead used a stacked tribal
meeting to renew their project and O-
called environmental review. Los
Coyotestriba members, including the
newly formed Californialndiansfor
Cultural and Environmental Protec-
tion, are organizingfellow triba
membersto defeat thelandfil Icﬂpce
again.

= ChambersDevdopment isn't
the only waste company to refuseto
respect thewishesd tribal members.
RSW, front company of O&G, recently
returned to the Rosebud Sioux Reser-
vaion shortly after the new tribal
chairman took over. Former tribal
chairman Raph Moran was unsesated in
the tribal primary election last year, due
in large part to Moran’s support for the
RSW garbage dump plan. TheLakota
people at Rosebud, led by the Good
Road Coalition, then convinced the
tribal council to cancel the' agreement"’
with RSW. But RSW ignored thevote
of thetribal council, and tried again this
year by submittinga new offer to the
tribe. After tribal members spoke out
against thenew RSW proposd, the
project has again been stopped by the
triba council.

Cuomostops.

JamesBay Project

On March 27, New Y ork Governor
Mario Cuomo abruptly canceled the
state's contract with Hydro-Quebec, the
utility which had been planning on
building a massive hydrod ectricproject
known as JamesBay. JamesBay has
cometo international because the
project would flood theancestrd

=+  TheDraft Environmentd
Impact Report on the proposed solid
wastelandfill at the Campo Reserva
tion isout, prepared by Scientific
Applicationsinternational Corpora-
tion — SAIC recently was found to
have falsified datain another project.

» Nagavopeopleareorganizing
to stop a proposed asbestos dump
adjacent to the reservation. Dine
Citizens Against Ruiningour Envi-
ronment (CARE) isleading tribal
membersin ther effort to reverseState
of New Mexicogpprovad o thewadte
dump, which will poison Indian land
and people.

= Campaign for Sovereignty has
set up an officein Oklahama to work an
sovereignty and environmental issues.
They can be reached thereat 405/528-
8203.

= Therewill beameeting for
concerned Indigenous peoplefrom the
Upper Woodlands/Plains region May
9in Minnesota — contact Tom
Goldtoothfrom the Red Lake Band of
Chippewa, 2181679-3959.

= Mississippi Choctaw have
decided not to proceed with the nuclear
wastefacility proposd! TheSacand
Fox Nation dropped the nuke proposa
also, followingavotedf the people.
And the peopleof theMesa Grande
Reservation haveimpeached their triba
chairman for supporting a nukesite, but
theBureau of Indian Affairsis
refusingto recognizethevote.

See also theannouncement of the
I ndigenous Environmental Network's
annual ProtectingMother Earth
conferencein the Resources section.

homeland of the Creelndians.

If thewholeproject had been built,
James Bay would havebeen theworld's
largest hydro-dectric facility, flooding
an arearoughly thesized Cdifornia
Cuomo's decision effectively stops two-
thirdsof theproject because James Bay
wasdesigned not to meet Quebec's
energy needs but to sell thepower to
outside users.



Page Sixteen

Fall 1991/Winter 1992

Race, Poverty & the Environment

Fellowship in Environmental
Law for People of Color

Three New Y ork-arealaw students
have been awarded thefirst Minority
Fellowshipsin Environmenta Law, as
part of an effort to increase the number
o minority atorneyspracticingin the
field. Thefdlowship programisajoint
project of theenvironmentd law
committeesd theNew York State Bar
Association and the Associdtion of the
Bar of theCity of New York.

The threefdlowshipwinnersare:

» Michael Heningburg, J., afirst-
year student a Boston CollegeLaw
School and amember o its Black Law
Students Associaion. Heformerly
worked as an associate underwriter with
the Chubb Group o Insurance Compa
nies, and he served as a second lieuten-
ant in the US Army. He holdsaB.S in
financefrom Hampton Universty.

*Ricardo Soto-L opez, a first-year
student a Rutgers School of Law.
Between 1983 and 1991 he worked for
theNew York City Department of City
Planning, primarily asa planner in the
Bronx Divison. HeholdsaB.S in
Urban and Regiona Planning from the
State University of New Yok at Old
Westbury and a Magter of Urben

Associationin January 1991. A clear
finding of theconferenceis that
minority communities are dispropor-
tionately affected by many environmen-
td hazards, but that exceedingly few
minority lawyers practicein the
environmentd fidd," said Michad B.
Gerrard, a Manhattanattorney who is
coordinating thefdlowshipfor the State
Bar Asodiation.

"Wewerevery pleased by the large
number, and even more pleased by the
high quality, of theapplicants. This
indicatesagreat ded of interest in
environmenta lav anong the most
outstanding minority lav sudents,” said
Gail Port,a Manhattanlawyer who
chairsthe City Bar's Environmental
Law Committee.

Law studentsaf color weredligible
for thefdlowshipif they wereeither
enrolledin alaw school in New York
State, or were permanent residents of
the state and wereenrolled in alaw
schoal in an adjoining ate. Thethree
fellowshipwinners will each receivea
stipend of $5,000 to spend the summer
of 1992 working on environmenta
causesfor agovernmenta or non-profit

Planning from Hunter
College, and he has
ds studied at the
Universty of Tennes
see Graduate School of
Planningand the New
York University Red
Edate Indtitute.

A clear finding of the State Bar conferenceis
that communitiesdf color are disproportion-
ady affected by many environmenta
hazards, but that exceedingly few lawyersof
color practice in the environmenta field.

* ArleneR. Yang, a
first-year student & New York Univer-
sity School of Law. She has had
internshipswith the Massachusetts
Department of Environmental Protec-
tion, the Environmental and Occupa:
tiona Health Sciences|ngtituteof
Rutgers University, the Environmentd
Defense Fund and other organizations.
She holdsa B.S. in chemisiry from the
Massachusetts Indtitutedf Technology.

"The Fdllowshipemerged froma
conferenceon minoritiesand the
environment held by theState Bar

law office. Thewinnerswill havea
choiceaof working in these offices, all of
which have expressed an interestin
placing them — the New Yark City
regional officesdf the US Environmen-
tal Protection Agency and the New
York State Department of Environmen-
td Consarvation; theenvironmentd
unitsof the New Y ork State Department
of Law and theNew York City Depart-
ment of Law; the Environmenta
DefenseFund; and the Naturd Re-
sources Defense Council.

L ead Poisoning
Hits People of
Color Harded,
NRDC Testifies

The Natura Resources Defense
Council excoriated the Bush Adminis
tration at a February hearingin Wash
ington for ignoring the disproportionate
impact of lead poisoningin the U.S,, and
calledfor avigorouslead poisoning
prevention law that would addressthe
needsdf communitiesmod at risk of
lead poisoning—communitiesdf color.

"Therecan be no discriminationin
environmenta protection," stated John
Adams, Executive Director o NRDC,
which hasfought to diminatelead in the
environment for years. Adamscited
study after study which document the
disproportionateimpact of lead on
peopled color, particularly children,
during his testimony before the House
Energy and CommerceSubcommittee
on Hedlth and Environment.

Adamscriticizedan EPA report on
environmental equity released the day
before the hearing, saying that it "' soft
peddles the problem and inflates beyond
recognition EPA’s meager effortsto
addressenvironmenta discrimination.

"When | joined NRDC twerty years
ago, lead poisoning was dready recog-
nized by healthexpertsaserious
problem. Today, despitesome progress
in controllingit, thelead threet istill
with us" Adamsstated.

"The government's dow responseto
thiscrisis unjustly threatensthe hedth of
minority children. | urge politiciansto
act in the nameof environmental justice:
recognize the problem and developa
relevant solution,”" Adams added.

" Congressand the White House must
createa national responseto thisthreat
that isrelevant to communitiesof color.™

Adams sharply atacked "' Thosewho
seek to drive a wedge between thecivil
rightsand environmenta communities.
The environmental and civil rights
communitiesarein harmony: the
scourgedf lead poisoning must end, and
powerful medicineis needed to achieve
thisgod," he concluded.
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Two More Incinerators Beaten
by Grassroots Efforts

Chemical Waste Management must wonder
what hit them. In a three month period, three of
their incinerator projects were postponed indefi-
nitely. Aside from the Kettleman City incinerator
case (see story on page 8), Chem Waste was also
beaten back by a combination of grassroots activ-
ism and regulatory action in Chicago, lllinois, and
Tijuana, Mexico.

Chem Waste's Chicago incinerator had been in
operation for years until it was shut down last
February by a kiln explosion. Bowing to public
pressure brought by a number of local citizens
groups in the surrounding community — which is
over 80 percent people of color — the lllinois
Environmental Protection Agency forced the burner
to remain shut down while Chem Waste pursued
permits from the agency. In March 1992, Chem
Waste, facing the imminent denial of its permit
application by the state agency, agreed to voluntar-
ily moth-ball the incinerator for the indefinite future.
This leaves the company with just two other operat-
ing incinerators, both in communities that are
overwhelmingly made up of African Americans and
Latinos — Port Arthur, Texas, and Sauget, lllinois.

Chem Waste's second setback came in early
April when their incinerator plant in Tijuana, Mexico,
had its permits denied by the Mexican government
following a test burn. Chem Waste was unable to
meet the Mexican government's standards for
burning toxic waste during the tests. The denial of
the permits is seen as the result of significant
pressure put on the Mexican government by
Tijuanaresidents. The plant, which is already built,
has encountered widespread opposition from
Mexican environmental activists, who staged a
massive cross-border protest along the 2000-mile
U.S.-Mexican border on March 21. Earlierin
March, a delegation of 40 activists from seven
grassroots groups journeyed from Tijuanato
Kettleman City, CA, to share strategies and
trade information.

<< from EDITORSNOTES, page 2

viewed aseffortsd the privileged class. They ssam not
relate to the concernsd populationswho grapple daily
with theeffectsd pollution or socia policiesthat lead to
more pollution which hasan adverseimpact on them. It
isthestruggleto work towardsthat point of mutud
understanding that isat thecenter of the new environ-
mental movement.

At RPE we are proud to be dble to sharesome dof the
comments and testimoniestha camefrom the Summiit.
Paul Mohai and Bunyan Bryant, d the University of
Michigan, providean historica and sociologica exami-
nation of the subject environmentd racism. Their
documentation of previousstudies of inequitiesin the
distributiond pollution revedsthisissueisnot arecent
phenomenon. DanaAlston of thePanos | ngtitutegives
her view of the Summitand how it isatering the
environmental movement. Environmenta equity hasaso
gained theattentiond legidators. In February, Repre-
sentative Henry Waxman of Los Angdles heard the
testimony of numerousindividuasincluding Dr.

And the beat goes on. The circle has
expanded exponentially. Those new to
this struggle are encouraged and see
strength in the ones who have been hard
at work for their communities for years.
The seasoned advocates have regained a

measure of faith in the future.
E— |

Benjamin Chavisand John Adams, Executive Director
of the Natural Resources DefenseCouncil. This hearing
was convened to discussthe rdlease of the Environmen-
ta Protection Agency's Environmenta Equity
Workgroup Report. Thearticlesinsde show why this
Workgroup Report isa hat topic.

And the beet goeson. Thecircle hasexpanded
exponentialy. Those new to thisstruggleare encour-
aged and ss2 gtrength in the oneswho have been hard &
work for their communitiesfor years. The seasoned
advocates have regained a messure of faithin thefuture.
All of usultimately will benefit, but we must not let the
momentum falter.

This issue has taken an extraamount of production
assistanceand time. Asmanaging editor, | would liketo
thank all the contributorsand staff for their efforts. |
hope you, our readersand subscribers, will find it worth
the wait.

%onm;mal jusz'ce,

Ellie Goodwin
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communitiesis directly related to issues
o racism, socioeconomiccircumstances
and disproportionateexposure to other
environmental hazards, e.g., large
concentration of air, water and land
pollutants; toxic wastefecilities;
petrochemicd plants; pesticide expo-
sures; radioactivefacilitiesand uranium
mill tailings.

All federd agenciesthat have
Statutory and regulatory respongibilities
intheareasd public hedlth, environ-
ment, and housing need to addressthe
issueof lead poisoningin a more timely
and forthright manner. For example,
athough the U.S. Environmenta
Protection Agency (EPA) hesidentified
thefact that""a Sgnificantly higher
percentaged Black children compared
to White children have unacceptable
blood leed levels™ the EPA has not
effectively responded to this problem.

We take exception to the release of
the EPA Environmental Equity Report
becauseit faled to provide conclusive
findings concerning the multipleeffects
d environmentd racism on people of
color communitiesthroughout the
United States. Whilethe report
mentioned lead poisoning in regard to
African American children, thedata
presented was woefully inadequate.

For the record, the Commissionfor
Racid Justicesupportsthe enactment of
H.R. 2840, the Lead Contamination
Control Ad. Itisour hopethat the
passaged thislegidation will helpto
prevent leed poisoningin al persons
and in all communities. In particular,
wehope that the passaged thislegida
tion will enable peopledf color commu-
nitiesin the United Statesto actively
participatein resolving thiscritical
problem. | was pleased to see the
names o Congressmen Dymdly,
Torres, Espy, Ford, Wheet, and Owens
asco-sponsorsd thishill.

| am attaching to my testimony a
concept paper for a proposed Environ-
menta Justice Act of 1992. Asl
mentionedabove, | believe that the
issued lead poisoning particularlyin
peopled color communitiesin the
United Statesshould be viewed within
the broader context of the multiple

effectsof environmental contamination
on these communities. Thereisin fact
massive environmental inequity based
upon recid discriminationin environ-
mentd policy making & thefederal,
regiond, Sate, and locd levels.

The purposed the proposed
Environmental Justice Act o 1992isto
identify morecomprehensively those
communitiesbearing the greatest
contaminationand pollution burden and
providethem with neededrelief.

sSmmering resentment in the people of
color and Native American communi-
tiesabout environmental fairnesscould
00N be oned the most palitically
explosiveenvironmenta issuesyet to
emage” The memorandum then urges
action to "'win recognition” before'"the
peopled color fairnessissuereached
the ‘flashpoint' — that statein an
emotionally charged public controversy
when activigs groups findly succeed in
persuading the moreinfluential mairn-
sream groups(civil

The EPA internal memorandum
asserts that "long-simmering
resentmentin the people of
color and Native American
communities about environmen-
tal fairness could soon be one of

rightsorganizations,
unions, churches) to
takeill-advised
actions.

The memorandum
States that "'we must
act now," because™a
thisstage, we can il

.ys . expect the churches,
the most politically explosive un?gfs civil rights
environmental issues yet to wmmungggt

n envirom 1S(s—
emerge. athough skeptical—
tolisten toa reason-
The Subcommitteeon Hedth and the  able presentationd theevidence” The

Environment hasin the past given
condderableeffort to theissues of clean
air, water, and land as well asto the
issuedf leed contamination. Itismy
belief that a number of current environ-
mentd regulationsand laws need to be
corrdated comprehensvely and the
concept d the proposed Environmental
Justice Act of 1992 seeks toachieve
this.

| appedl todl membersaf the
Congressdf the United Statesto joinin
a bipartisanand collectiveeffortto
make thepassaged the Environmental
Jugtice Act o 1992 aredlity in this
sessond Congress.

<< from EPA, page 5
activist groupsand traditiond civil
rightsgroups. The memorandum states,
"our god isto make theagency's
substantia investment in environmental
equity and cultural diversity an unmis-
takable matter o record with main-
dream groups before activigtsenlist
them in acampaign that could add the
agency...as a potentid target™

The memorandum assertsthat “long-

memorandum characterizesthe activist
groupsas seeking "'recognition and
vighility" and as"'not receptivetoa
straightforward presentation of evi-
dence” The memorandum does nat
asesstheextent to which theactivist
groups raise legitimate grievances
againg EPA.

The memorandum proceedsto
outlinea detailed 13-point campaignfor
the news mediaand a 16-point cam-
paign for ** condtituent outreach.” Steps
in the campaign are"' draft targeted op-
ed~,"devdop sdlect list of top people
of color mediaoutlets..to consider for
Adminigrator interviews," and " draft
listof maingream leadersfor
Admingrator's persond briefing."

Thereare margind notationsin the
memorandum by EPA Chief of Steff
Binder. Check marks by Binder appear
toindicate hisendorsementof nearly al
the concrete steps proposed by Assodi-
ate Adminigtrator Crampton.

The"message” identifiedin the
November 15,1991 communication
planisthat"'the agency is committed to

>> see EPA page 19
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assuringfair treatment in environmenta
decison-making." However,ina

adraft of theenvironmentd equity
report. Thisdraft found oneclear area
o inequity: "A significantly higher

December 1991 percentage
memorandum, Ed One EPA staffer wrote that the of Black
Hanley, a Deputy Report is "less than candid children
AsSSEtAdminis | ghout EPA's track record,” and | compaed
tretor for Adminis- | 42t the list of EPA's actionsin | VN
tration and Human — children
Resources, directly | it "serves only to document the | pqe
criticizesthis meagerness of our efforts." unaccept-
message. The ableblood
Hanley memorandum States that the leed levds" Infact, in someinner city
messageis"'less than candid about communities, oneout of every two
EPA's track record.” Black children mey belead poisoned.

According to the Hanley memoran-
dum, it is more than a bit ingenuous
[sic] tosay that 'EPA managersand
gaff haveastrong commitment to
environmental equity. Despitethe
laudable effortsof a very few, EPA's
record on thisissueshowsexactly the
opposte” Hanley arguesthat thelist of
initiativesin the environmental equity
report "' serves only to document the
meagernessof our efforts.”

On February 20, 1992 the Nationd
Federation of Federal Employees,on
behdf of membersof EPA's environ-
mental equity workgroup and other
EPA professionds, filed adissenting
option to the equiity report. The
dissentingopinion opposed issuance of
the report on the grounds that the
environmental equity report "' does not
includeany input from outsideorgani-
zationswhich have been activein
indentifying theissueof environmenta
equity.”

Thedissenting option was not
released on February 24,1992 with the
equity report. Instead of rleasing the
dissentingopinion as the NFFE
requested, EPA merdly replaced the
cover sheet of therepont, changing the
tittefrom a"'find" report to a' draft"
report.

EPA's officia policy is that "'the
consequencesaf environmenta
pollution should not be borne dispropor-
tionately by any segment of the popula
tion" However, EPA hasopposed
legidation to address the one ingtance
of disproportionateimpact that it
recognizes.

On January 17,1992, EPA prepared

Neverthdess, despiteits recognition
of theadverse impactsdf lead poisoning

on peopled color children, EPA
opposes legidation (HR. 2840) that
would establish a minimd federd
program to protect people of color and
other children from lead hazards.
Among the provisions oppased by EPA
arethefallowing:
+ A requirement that rentersand
home buyersbe warned of leed hezards
+ A requirement that schoolsand
day care centers be ingpected for leed
hazards.

* Federd regulationsthat definessfe
methods of abating lead hazards.

» Accelerationof the 20-year
schedulein current EPA regulationsfor
eimination of lead in drinking water.

EPA Report: A Dissent

Conspicuoudy absent fromthe
EPA'sEnvironmental Equity Report
were the opinionsand commentsof
membersdf the workgroupwho
happen to be people of color. Dwight
A.Welch, President of the National
Federal d Federal Employees
addressesthisoversight in a letter to
Gordon Binder, Chief of Staff at EPA.
Below we reprint the text of both Mr.
Welch'sletter and the dissenting
opinion from these individuals
detailing their concernsabout the
report.

Dear Mr. Binder:

| am writing on behdf of a number
of EPA professionalswho are mem-
bersdf the Environmentd Equity
Workgroup, and other EPA profes-
sionalswho are concerned about the
Environmentd Equity Report. Many
o theseemployesswho haveex-
pressed concern are a so membersof
minority employeeassociations
including Blacksin Government, the
Hispanic Advisory Counsdl, and the
Adan Pacific American Community.

On bendf of these professionals,|
request that you include the attached
Dissenting Opinionin the Environ-
menta Equity Report.

Sincerdly,

Dwight A. Welch, President, NFFE

Feb. 20,1992

DissentingOpinion

A number of the membersd the
Environmenta Equity Workgroup
dissent from thisReport, in that it does
not include any input from outside
organizations which have been activein
identifying theissueaof environmenta
equity.

The original meeting with the
Adminigtrator and the charter for our
Workgroup included the understanding
that outside organizationswould have
theopportunity for input and comment
on the Report. Indeed, oned the man
findings and recommendationsd the
Report isthat "' Greet opportunitiesexist
for EPA and other government agencies
to improvecommunicetion...” and
“EPA should expand and improvethe
leve and form with which it communi-
cateswith racid minority and low-
incomecommunitiesand should
increase effortsto involve themin
environmenta policy-making."

We bdieve that the Agency should
not issuethis Report without consider-
ing thecommentsby racid and low-
incomeorganizationswhich are
involved in this issue.

-- Submitted by the National Federal
of Federal Employees,Local 2050,0n
behalf of concerned membersd the
Environmental Equity Workgroup and
other concerned EPA professionals.
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for that day, they would buy pop or soft
drinksfor thewholecrew. | said, "
want to buy thesoft drinks. | want to
meke good money -- work good today
sothat | can buy soft drinksfor the
wholecrew.” It was the mark o afull-
fledged worker. | wanted tobea
worker, | wanted to be part o this

sharecropping. You know, when they
freed the daves, the plantation owners
hed to figureout away to keep the
daveson the plantationsand not call
them daves. So they called them
"sharecroppers” And so, today, the
maodem day agricultural establishment
has taken that old system and brought it
to thefarmworkersaf Northwest Ohio.

When they freed the slaves, the plantation
owners had to figure out a way to keep the
daves on the plantations and not call them
daves. So they called them " share-
croppers.”” Today, the modern day
agricultural establishment has taken that
old system and brought it to the
farmworkers of Northwest Ohio.

community. Soas| wasdoing work in
thefield, that wasmy job. My job
waan't picking cotton, my job was
making community. Because that's
wha nourishes us — that's what miakes
life.

Whilel wasout in that field — | was
stuck out in thet field— | got upand |
waved my armsand my aunt Amalia
cameto my rescue. A littleshort
women. She picked up that bag, took it
to thescales, weighed it in, and stuck
besde metherest of the day. Buit that
night we went home, and shetold me
"Comeover hereand bring me your
bag.” Shecutitin hdf and sewed the
end. So | could no longer fill that beg
beyond ny ability to drag it out of the
fidd. She hdped medo ny job. She
helped me be part of that community.
Thenext day | didn't wastea wholelot
o timebeng stuck out in thefield, and
| wasableto buy soft drinksfor the
whole crew.

In Ohio, we had a different problem
making community. There we experi-
enced one of thearchaiceconomic
indtitutionsthat have been around since
thedaysaf the Civil War. Wecdll

We're technically sharecroppersin
Ohio. And I'll tell you whet the scam
is if you're asharecropper, you're an
"'independent contractor” and you're
sdf-employed — you are not employed
by thecompany. Now, thefew lawvs
that exist to protect farmworkersdon't
gpply to independent contractors. Like
theFair Labor StandardsAct, or any o
theother lawsthat apply to " employ-
ess” And the companiesand the
agriculturd industry save their share of
the Social Security, they don't haveto
pay workers compensation,they don't
have to pay unemployment compensa
tion. They aretaking food out of the
people's mouths. And they can do with
us what they want, because were
"'independent contractors.”

So we hied to hold them account-
ale. Thegrowers, now thesearesmdl
familyfarmers — the guysthat Willie
Ndson singsfor dl thetime. The
rednecks that exploited our people.
They grow mostly corn, wheat and
soybeans. But picklesand tomatoesare
agood cash crop. And they get areturn
on that investment to help them balance
out thefarm economy, the bad prices

they don't get on their corn, whest or
sybeans. So off the sweat d our backs
we are contributing a mgor factor to
saving the family farm. But then the
family farmer would tell us, "Wdl |
can't pay you any more money because
I've got a contract with Campbell Soup.
I've got acontract with Vlesc Pickles
and thisiswhat they pay for so many
poundsd pickles. They havetogive us
more SO wecan give you more

So we go to the company, and the
company tdls us""We're not the
employer. Go back to the farmer. He's
the oneyou work for.” Now, it dont
takeafool tofigureout thet if you're
going to negotiate an agreement to help
the peopleout there (remember about
community, help them form community)
that you haveto talk to dl o them.
Becausethey dl makethe decisonsthat
affect my life persondly. | don't careif
they're not theemployer. Inour case,
nobody isthe employer, becauseweare
""independent contractors.”

S0 in 1978, after they would not
listen to us, we said"*we will drop our
tomato hampersand walk out of the
fidds" Wewakedout of thefiddsand
dayed out d thefieldsforeight years.
That's how long thet strike lasted. |
can't count the number of people that
werearrested. Our attorney, an Irish
felow from Cleveland, camedown.
The sheriff very promptly tried to arrest
him on atraffic violation, take him into
custody. Beat hm up in front of over
50 witnesses, sat on top of him banging
his heed on a pavement. He suffered
cranid nervedamage. To thisday thet
lawyer isdisabled.

(When the sheriff couldn't bresk the
drike, they brought in the Ku Klux
Klan of Northwest Ohio. They burned
crossesin front of our field heedquar-
ters. They shot theglassout 0 the
windowsd our fidd office))

Our mgjor demand was wewanted a
three-party collective bargaining
agreement, with the workers, the
farmersand the company. So we
launched a boycott of Campbell's Soup,
which many of you participated in. We
were told by the experts, thelegd

>> see COMMUNITY,page 21
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expert., that it couldn't bedone. The
leadershipdf Americas unionstold us
we couldn't get done what we were
asking because Campbell's Soup would
never Sgn an agreement with a group of
people who were not their employees.

There was nothing in history thet
said that it could be done. But there
was another organizer that we learned
from — Jesse Jackson taked about him
last night — another labor organizer,
and his name was Moses. God didn't
call him out of thefields in south Texas,
hecalled him out of thedesertin Sinai
and said, ""Moses, | want you to go back
to Egypt and | want you to unionizeall
those bricklayers over there" And
Moses said, "but God, | can't dothat. |
can't speak, | can't do nothing." God
said, "Wdl, just go."

When Moses went back over thereto
Egypt and sarted organizing those
people, he went to Pharaoh and said,
Llet my peoplego.” Wdll, Pharaoh
came up with al kinds of excuses, there
wassomedebate. And it reminded me
whet dl thoselabor officialswere
telling me, "' Baldemar that cannot be
done" Well no sooner had Mosss led
the people out of Egypt after God got
done with Pharaoh, than the people
started complainingand whining right
away. "Why did you rake us out of
there?" No sooner had they got out
there than they saw Pharaoh with his
chariotsfollowing them and they were
trgpped against the Red Sea. And you
know what happened there? God saved
them again. No sooner hed they
crossed the other side than they got to
the episodeof the snakes. Mosesyeled
at God and God said, " Keep your eyes
high and don't look down at the
snakes." So when these folks are telling
me"'Baldemar that can't bedone,” |
heard the message: don't look down at
the snakes.

We were ableto do the boycott with
the help of many good friendsat the
Nationa Council of Churches, and
many communitiesof color throughout
the United States— that was where our
support was. It didn't comefrom the
big unions. It didn't come from the

mgjor organized establishments. It
didn't come from the gresat established
white organi zations, however liberd
they might have been. They asked me
to gpesk afterwardsat somed these
conferencesand | alwaysremind them
that they missed the boat.

But enough pressure was brought on
Campbdl's Soup that in 1986 they did
what they said they'd never do: they
signed a three party collective bargain-
ing agreement. I'll never forget the day
wesigned that agreement. Becausewe
hed great numbersof heated discussions
when they saw the writing on the wall.
Onedf our folks happened to bein the
bathroom when the other side dl
walked in there together, complaining
to each other becausethe last item on
the table was you have to sgn the
agreement and you haveto bring your
growersin an organized fashion to Sgn
itasaunit And aguy from the
company says,""'we spent dl these years
keeping these growersfrom organizing
againgt us, now we got to organize them
to please these so-and-soMexicans.”

politician | spent time working for wes
Jesse Jackson, because he wasn't a
politician.) Thiscommission isour
response to collectivebargaining
legidation. Becausewere not going to
get laws that are going to protect usin
the established politica sygem in this
country right now asitis. Undersand
whoit isthat's running thecouny.

Now let's make no misrake about
this. When | went to a shareholder
meeting of the Campbell's Soup
company during the boycott campaign,
it shocked me to see who was running
Campbdl Soup. It wasn't afamily
operation — it wassomed theworld's
biggest financial outfits. TP Morgan,
Morgan Guaranty Trust, Financia
Insurance Company, the Philaddphia
Nationa Bank, they dl sat yp therein
their light blue suitslike somebody
cloned them, meade from the same stuff.
Ford Motor Company, you nameit. |
said, what do al these people havetodo
with tomatoes?

It was the beginning o my education
about what it was that we werefighting.

| went to a shareholder meeting of the
Campbell's Soup company during the boy-
cott campaign, it shocked me to see who
was running Campbell Soup. It wasn't a
family operation — it was some of the
world's biggest financial outfits. . .

We weren't fighting a tomato war, we
werefighting afinancial war.

The next day they signed that
agreement -- three parties. Wedidn't
stop at getting the agreement signed
until we hed them recognizethis
independent commission that we had
formed to mediate the negotiations.
(Now thisgoes with my point about
legidation and politicians— which I'm
sorry to say | never got too excited
about. | find it very difficultto get
excited about paliticians. The only

We weren't fighting a tomato war, we
werefighting afinancial war. So when
we negotiated thisagreement, we said,
we have to change our focusas to what
it isthat were redly fighting, what itis
we're redly organizing. Becausethe
same people who were running
Campbell's Soup werea so trying to
stop other movementsof peopledf
color.

»> see COMMUNITY, page22
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We did thiscampaign with
Campbd's becauseof that revelation.
We found out that the Philade phia
Nationd Bank, to give you oneex-
ample, hdd 2.2 million sharesof stock
in the Campbell Soup company, hdd it
in trust for one d the board's family
memberswho isone of the mgor
stockholders of the Campbell Soup
company. The president of Campbell

Amgican. And that's dright. We wertt
down thereand | was ready to ansver
two questions. What do you want? and,
What's in it for you? My answer wes,
wewant your people to havea better
contract with Campbell's Soup, and
what'sin it for usisthat it's going to
put Us in a better negatiating position
with Campbell's Soup up north.
Becausefrankly they're tdling us thet

you guyswork too chegp. Soif you

We areless and less the citizens
of the country in which we are
born and more and more the
citizens of the company for
whom we work. And aslong as
they can divide us country by
country, they're going to use us

against each other.

sat on the board of the Philadelphia
Nationd Bank. And we saw how they
investedin theoppresson o other
peopledt color aswell. They area
magor seller of krugerrands from South
Africa Sowe madean dliancewith
the anti-gpartheid movement because
we're fighting the same people. We
began to ssea pattern in how this
industry is organized, and in their
investmentsin other partsof the
country.

And no sooner hed we Sgned this
agreement than we weretold that we
mede it too expensiveto harvest
tomatoesin Ohio and Michiganand
they'd just bring more from Mexico.
So | turned to my co-conspirator, and |
sad, ""Fernando, we haveto go to
Mexico. Down there they talk our
language." So we went to Mexico. We
found out where the Campbell Soup
tomatoes were being grown. We
redlized that we had to answer some
guestions going down there because
those brothersdown there are naturdly
going to be suspiciousaf any North

work too chegp, don't work too chesp.
A them for more. Well beon your
side asking for more.

Within ayear and a hdlf, they
negotiated the best agreement thet they
hed ever negatiated in the history o the
union: 15 percent over Mexico govern-
ment senior wages. So when it cameto
beour turn to negotiate our contract
with Campbell's again, we didn't heara
word about Mexico. Butit's thesame
financid investorsin Mexicoasit wes
up here.

Weve bem trying to unify and
organize theentire pickleindugtry in
Ohio. Wesigned Vladic pickles, we
sgned Heinz, and the only company
outside the bargaining was Deen Foods.
Now they're a mammoath corporation.
Dean's owns Kate's Pickles, basad in
North Carolina, and they own Green
Bay Foodsbasedin Green Bay,
Wisconsin. Green Bay Foods operates
two grain stationsin northeast Ohio thet
contract with 35 growersin Ohioand
Michigan. They adsoown MJ Pickles
that contracts with about 25 growersin

northeast Ohio and Southeast Michigan.
Last wesk we signed the whole kit and
caboodle

Dean Foods signed the agresment
and it will be announcedin acouple of
weeks. With Campbell'swehed a
three-party agreement. With Deen
Foods we had afive-party collective
bargaining agreement. We hed them dl
a thetable, dl signing one agreement.
They al made the decisions that impact
our lives. And weshould indst an
talking with those peopleand creeting
thesekinds o agreements, whether
they're our employersor not. That
doesn't matter. You use the power of
the peopleand do a boycott and do what
you haveto do to get them to thetable,
and once you get them to thetable, ask
them for everything. Becauseevery-
thing they have we had ahandin
making.

Vladc and Dean's have the two
biggest market sharesof picklesin
North America, and they grow pickles
in three statesand in Mexico. Sowe
signed an agreement with the Sster
union in Mexico caling for an agricul-
turd commission to overseethe
organization of the negotiaionsd
workerswho work for the company in
bath counmes. The reason for thet is
wearelessand less thecitizens o the
country in which we are born and more
and more the citizensof the compeany
for whom wework. And aslongas
they can divide us country by country,
they're going to use Us againgt eech
other.

Let's gat this straight about citizen-
ship: | didn't haveany say wherethey
put that border. There's no debatein
ny heart as to what is Mexico and what
isthe USA. Go back to the beginning:
there were other peoplein the world
whodid thissamesort of thing when
they encountered the Native American
peopledf thiscountry. Now Hitler did
something like that. And if you reed
our history books, they cdledita
"viciousdictatorship.” The Japanese
did something like that, and our history
books called it "imperidism."” Now
when they came to the U.SA. they

>» see COMMUNITY, page 23
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caledit " manifest dedtiny."

Now make no mistakewhat thered
ambitionis. You see, it wasdways
about theinvestment of money, and
dowly capturing the land so they can
useit and abuseit. And usethe people
of color to do thedirty work. Why do
you think our foreign policy isonedf
propping up favorabledictators from
Mexico south to Guatemaa, B Salva
dor, Nicaragua, the Caribbean? They
would crestesafe haven for the invest-
ment of dollarsto rapetheland, to rape
the people, so they can bring that
money back into their coffers. Who do
you think they are? They're thesame
financial centersthat sit on the board of
Campbel Soup. They sit on thesame
boards of the multinationa corpora-
tions Becauseto them, that's the
vehiclethat they useto put money in
and get money ot.

Baldemar Velasque:z isthe president
of the Farm Labor Organizing Commit-
teein Toledo, Ohio.

<< from WOMAN POWER, page 4
backson requests for assstance
from domestic, non-whitecommuni-
tiesstruggling with pollutionas
devastating as any on the planet.
Ms Alston spokedirectly to
mainstream representativesat the
Summit about many o the key
issues that brought us to Washing-
ton, D.C. Theaffirmation of her
courage to speak out echoed through
theaudience: "It takesa woman!"
In this society and culture,
languageis one d the toolswe use
to convey our symbolsand beliefs.
During the march on the Capitol to
protest the proposed drilling in the
Arctic Nationd WildlifeRefuge,
delegates demonstrated solidarity

with our Native American relations.
Using thelanguage o this society, we
delegates were greeted with thecry,
""We come friends, welcome broth-
ed" Theusedf languageshould be
inclusved 4l participantsin this
movement. Languageis one method
of relaying the thought, careand
respect wefed for each other.
Thecommunity-ledenvironmenta
justice movement is uniquely
positioned to'redefine the environ-
mentd agenda. It mugt be reedy to
recognize the degree to which women
(particularly women of color) have
been ingtrumentd to its progress, and
arekey to itscontinued growth and
success.
1

Peace & Environmental Groups Challenge Uranium Plan

Tri-Valey CARES, aLivermore, California-based
peace and environmental group, along with attorneys
from the Western StatesLegal Foundation, will sue
the Department of Energy in Federd Court this month
over theoperationof afull scale demonstration plant
to enrich uranium at the LawrenceLivermoreNa
tional Laboratory. TheLabwould like to undertake
this project without public disclosure, public hearings,
or comprehensive environmental review. The project,
called Uranium-AtomicVapor | sotope Separation (U-
AVLIS), proposesto superheat and vaporize uranium
ore, shooting specialy tuned laser beams through the
vapor cloud to selectively ionize out (enrich) the
fissile U-235 isotope from the bulk of the uranium
ore. U-235isuseable in nuclear power plantsand,
when highly enriched, in nuclear bombs.

The project poses risksfrom accidents, spills,
leaks, fires, etc — LivermoreLabisdready a
Superfund site. 1t will produce massive amounts of
toxic and radioactive waste, will emit freon, TCE and

uranium particlesinto theair, and isanuclear prolif-
eration nightmare. The Department of Energy has
aready announced plansto sell (push) thisenriched
uranium to foreign countries. And, oncethebugsare
worked out herein Livermore, the laser technology
itself will become attractiveto countriesthat want to
produce nuclear bombs, becauseit is compact, uses
less energy than other bomb-productiontechniques,
and is hard to detect.

Additiondly, thebasic AVLIS processcan be used
to enrich plutonium, too. In 1989, Tri-Valey CARES
and Western StatesLegal Foundation wereinvolved in
asuccessful effort to stop Livermore Lab from operat-
ing asimilar demonstrationplant to enrich plutonium.

Thelawsuit will demand that an Environmental
Impact Statement be prepared, and that the public
hearingsbe held beforethis project continuesfull
speed ahead. We areinterested in working with other
groupson thisimportantissue. Contact Tri-Valley
CARES at 510/443-7148 for more details.
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As part of thiseffort, we aso conducted
astudy o our own to examine inequi-
tiesin thedistributiond commercia
hazardous waste facilities in the Detroit
metropolitan area (for details, see P.
Moha and B. Bryant, "' Environmental
Racian: Reviewing the Evidence," in B.
Bryant and P. Moha, eds., Race and the
Incidence d Environmental Hazards: A
Timefor Discourse (Westview Press,
1992)). In order to uncover more
informationand focus greater atention
on thisissue, wedso convened the
Michigan Conference on Raceand the
Incidencedf Environmental Hazards
hdd at the University of Michigan's
School of Natural Resourcesin January
1990, where scholars from around the
country working in this areas presented
and discussed thelr ideasand latest
findings.

A question often raised is whether
theracid bias in thedistribution of
environmental hazardsissmply a
function of poverty. That is rather than
race per g, isit not poverty that affects
thedigtribution of environmental
hazards? And are not peopled color
disproportionately impacted smply
because they aredisproportionately
poor (dthough one has to ask why
people d color are disproportionately
poor in thefust place)? Classicd

Information about envi-
ronmental inequities
has been available for
some time. Rather
than being a recent
discovery, documenta-
tion of environmental
injustices stretches
back two decades.

economic theory would predict that
poverty playsarole. Becaused limited
incomeand wedlth, poor peopledo not
have thefinancial meansto buy out of
polluted neighborhoods and into

environmentally more desirableones.
Also, land vaues tend to be chegper in
poor neighborhoodsand are thus
attractiveto polluting indudtries thet
sesk to reducethecosts o doing
busness. However, housing discrimi-
nation, amply demonstrated by re-
searchersto be no insignificant factor,
further restrictsthe mohility of people
d color. Also, because noxioussites
are unwanted (the"NIMBY" syndrome)
and becauseindustriestend to takethe
path of |east resistance, communities
with little political clout are often
targeted for such facilities. These
communitiestend to be where residents
are unawared the policy decison
affecting them and are unorganized and
lack resources (such astime, money,
contactsand knowledge of the politica
system) for taking political action.
Communitiesof color are at adisadvan-
tagenot only in terms o availability of
resources but also because of
underrepresentetionon governing
bodies when location decisonsare
mede. Underrepresentationtrand ates
into limited accessto policy makersand
lack of advocatesfor peopledf color's
interegts.

Taken together, thesefactors suggest
that race hasan additiona impact on the
digribution of environmental hazards,
independent of income. Thus, aspart o
our invedtigation we weredso inter-
ested in assessing the relativeinfluence
o incomeand race on thedidtribution
of pollution. We did so by examining
theresultsof thoseempirical studies
which have andyzed the distribution of
environmental hazards by both income
and race. We a0 assessed the rddtive
importanced the relationshipdf
incomeand racein thedistribution of
commercid hazardous wastefacilities
in our Detroit area study.

From our investigation, we found 15
studiesthat, like the United Church of
Chrigt study, provideobjectiveand
systemétic information about thesocid
digtribution d environmental hazards
(seeTablel). A number of interesting
and important facts emerge from an
examination of thesestudies. First,an

ingpection of the publication dates
reveds that information about environ-
mental inequities has been availablefor
sometime. Rather than being a recent
discovery, documentation of environ-
menta injustices stretches back two
decades. In fact, information about
inequitiesin the distributionaf environ-
menta hazardswas first published in
1971 in theannua report of the Coundil
on Environmental Quality. Thiswas
only one yeer after the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency wes created,

Race has an
additional impact on
the distribution of
environmental
hazards, indepen-
dent of income.

one year dfter the National Environmen
td Policy Act waessgned intolaw, and
only one year after thefirst Earth Day
was hdd — an event viewed by mary
asamgor turning point in public
awareness about environmental issues.
There were nine other such studies
publishedin the 1970s. Clearly, it hes
taken sometimefor public awarenessto
cach up to theissues of environmenta
injustice.

It isaso worth noting that mogt of
the studiesthat have been conducted in
the past two decades have focused on
thedistributionof air pollution and
hazardouswadte. Clearly, systemétic
studiesaf the socid distribution of other
typesof environmenta hazards, such as
water pollution, pesticideexposure,
ashestosexposure, and other hazards
are needed. Also worth notingisthat
these studies vary considerablyin terms
of their scope— somefocuson asingle
urben area, such as Washington, DC,
New Y ork or Houston, others have
examineda collection of urban aress,
whiledtill others have been national in
scope. Thispoint isimportant in that it
revealsthat the pattern of findingsis not

>> see THE EVIDENCE, page 26
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TABLE 1
Studies Providing Systematic Empirical Evidence
Regar ding the Burden of Environmental Hazards
by Income and Race
Distribution Distribution  Income or
Focus of Inequitable Inequitable Race More
Study Hazard of Study by Income by Race? Important?
CEQ (1971) Air Pollution Urban areas Yes NA NA*
Freeman (1972)  Air Pollution Urban areas Yes Yes Race
Harrison (1975)  Air Pollution Urban areas Yes NA NA
Nation No NA NA
Kruvant (1975) Air Pollution Urban area Yes Yes Income
Zupan (1975) Air Pollution Urban area Yes NA NA
Burch (1976) Air Pollution Urban area Yes No Income
Berry, et al. (1977) Air Pollution Urban areas Yes Yes NA
Solid Waste Urban areas Yes Yes NA
Noise Urban areas Yes Yes NA
Pesticide Poisoning  Urban areas Yes Yes NA
Rat Bite Risk Urban areas Yes Yes NA
Handy (1977) Air Pollution Urban area Yes NA NA
Asch & Seneca (1978) Air Pollution  Urban areas Yes Yes Income
Gianessi, etal. (1979) AirPollution  Nation No Yes Race
Bullard (1983) Solid Waste Urban area NA Yes NA
U.S. GAO (1983) HazardousWaste Southern U.S. Yes Yes NA
United Church
of Christ (1987) HazardousWaste Nation Yes Yes Race
Gelobter (1988; 1992) Air Pollution  Urban Areas Yes Yes Race
Nation No Yes Race
West, et al. (1992) Toxic Fish
Consumption  State No Yes Race
Mohai & Bryant (1992) Haz. Waste  Urban area Yes Yes Race
*Not applicable
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smply an artifact of thesamplesused.
Regardlessof the scopeof the analyses
(or methodol ogiesemployed), the
findings point to a consistent pattern.

In nearly every case, thedistribution
o pollution has been found to be
inequitable by income. And with only
one exception, thedistribution of
pollution has been found to be inequi-
table by race. Where the distribution of
pollution has been andyzed by both
incomeand race (and whereit is
possible to weigh the relativeimpor-
tance of each), in most cases (five out of
eight) race has been found to be more
strongly related to the incidence of
pollution than has income. Also
noteworthy isthefact that all three
studies which have been nationa in
scope and which have provided both
incomeand raceinformation have
found race to be moreimportantly
related to thedistribution of environ-
menta hazardsthan income.

In ow own Detroit areastudy, we

found that people of color in the
metropolitan areaarefour times more
likely then whiteresidentstolive within
onemiled acommercia hazardous

poverty, the results also gppear O
support the argument that race hasan
additional effecton the distribution of
environmental hazards independent of

Ultimately, knowing whether race or
class has a more important effect on
the distribution of environmental
hazards may be less relevant than
understanding the conditions
associated with race and class that
appear to consistently, if not inevita-
bly, lead to inequitable exposure to
environmental hazards.

wadtefacility. Wealsofoundthatrace  class. Indeed, theracial biasesfoundin

was a better predictor of residents
proximity to such facilitiesthan income.

these studies have tended to be greater
then theclass biases.

(See the Ultimately, knowing whether race or
FIGURE 1: resultsat class hasa moreimportant effect on the
. . Figurel) distribution of environmenta hazards
_P_er cent of Detroit AI’G-B_ Resdents Taken may be less rdlevant than understanding
Living Near a Commerdal Hazar dous together,the  the conditionsassociated with race and
Weade Facility Who ar e People of Calor findings class that appear to consistently, if not
or Live Bdow the Poverty Line from these inevitably, lead to inequitableexposure
studies to environmentd hazards. Of para-
Morethan15 MilesAway indicate mount importance are understanding
18% Peopleof Color clearand how these conditionscan be addressed
10% Below Poverty Line unequivocal and how inequitiesin thedistribution of
classand environmental quality can be remedied.
recial biases Currently, thereare no public policiesin
From1 to15 Miles inthe placewith require monitoring equity in
3% Peopled Color distribution thedistribution of environmental
18% Below Poverty Line of environ- quality. Hence, policy makers have
mental little knowledge about what the equity
hazards. consequencesare of the programs
And designed to control pollution in this
important to country. Are somegroups receiving
Within 1 Mile thedebate fewer environmenta and hedth
48% Peopledf Color concerning remediesthan othersfrom existing
29% Bdow Poverty Line whether the programs. Have the risks to some
racial biases actually increasedasaresult? If the
are primarily ~ social, economic and political disadvan-
] afunction of »> see THE EVIDENCE, page 27
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tages facehy the poor and peopleof
color thet lead to environmental
inequitiesare unlikely to be comper+
sated any time soon, then it isclear that
active government policieswill be
needed to addressthisissue. Inthe
future, inequitiesin thedistribution of
environmental hazards will need to be
monitored; existing policiesand
programsadjusted; and new programs
designed in which enhancing environ-
menta equity isacriterion for adoption.
A quarter of acentury ago, the
Kemer Commission warned thet, ' To
continue present paoliciesis to meke
permanent the division of our country
into two societies: onelargely Negro
and poor, located in thecentrd cities,
the other predominantly whiteand
affluent, located in the suburbsand in
outlyingaress At thetimethat that
warning was meade, the EPA hed not yet
been created nor the nation's mgjor
environmental legidation yet passed.
Theterms" environmenta racism™ and
"environmental justice'" were unheard
of. Resultsof our study and thosedf
othersindicatecurrent environmenta
palicies havedlowed for separate
societiesdiffering in thequality of their
respectiveenvironments. To know that
theseinequitiesexist but to do nothing
about them isto perpetuateseparate
socigties and will continueto leavethe
poor, blacksand other peopledf color
vulnerableto current and future
environmenta policy decisions.
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mert led by peopled color are degply
rooted in culture and spirituality, and
encompassall agpectsd daily life —
wherewe live, work and play.

This broad understanding of the
environment isa context within which
to addressa variety of questionsabout
militarism and defense, religious
freedom and culturd survival, energy
and sustai nabledeve opment, transpor-
tation and housing, land and sover-
eignty rights, salf-determination,and
employment

For instance, it has been known that
communitiesdf color are sysemdticaly
targeted for thedisposal of toxic wastes

Even amed with this knowledge,
del egates were shaken by the reports of
widespread poisoning, oppression, and
devadtation that communitiesof color
areexperiencing — including water, air,
and land contamination which cause
cancers, leukemia, birth defects, and
miscarriages.

All present were moved by the
testimoniesof communities such as
Reveilletown, Louisiana, a 100-year-old
African-Americancommunity thet weas
forced to rdlocate in 1989 due to
poisoning from neighboring indugtries.
Even more disturbing were the accounts
of theCarver Terracesubdivisonin
Texarkana, Texas, and the farm worker

Wildlife Federation.

Summit delegates who are engaged
in life and death struggles with
Waste Management were hard-
pressed to understand why such a
corporation is represented on the
board of directors of oneof thelarg-
est and most influential environmen-
tal organizations, the National

and the placement of thiscountry's
mog hazardousindusmes— apractice
known as'" environmental racism.”
Threeout of five black and Hispanic
Americanslivein communitieswith
uncontrolled toxic waste sites, while
about hdf of all Asian/Pacific Idanders
and Native Americanslivein such
aess. Government, church, and
academicresearch has confirmed that
raceis the strongest determining factor
(among all variablestested) in the
location of commercia hazardouswaste
facilities.

housing project in McFarland, Cdifor-
nia, that were built on top of abandoned
chemica dump Sites.
Economicconstraints mekeit
difficult for resdentsof thesecommuni-
tiesto"vote with their feet" by moving
away from the contamination. De-
mandsfor relocation assistancefrom the
government have gone unheeded.
Deegates despairedat learning how
Native Americansdieat eech stege of
thedevel opment of nuclear energy and
nuclear wespons, but were energized by
hearing how reservationsarefighting

back. Among the storiestold were those
o theHavasupai Nation o Arizonaand
its organizing against uranium mining
in the Grand Canyon; of Nétive
Americansfor aClean Environment's
effortsto close Sequoyah Fudls nudear
converson and wegpons plant in
Oklahoma; and of the Western
Shoshone's civil disobedienceamed a
stopping the US government's under-
ground nuclear testingon their ancestra
landsin Nevada

These struggles, somed them more
then 15 yearsold, dispel the myth that
peopled color are not interested inor
activeon issuesdf theenvironment.

On the second day of the Leadership
Summit, delegateswere joined by
another 250 participantsand observers
from environmental, civil rights,
population, health, community deve op-
ment,and church organizations. In
addition, academic institutions, |abor
unions, legd defensefunds, and policy
makers wererepresented. Somecame
to learn, otherscame seeking partner-
shipsand strategies for codition
building.

Theissuesaof partnershipsbetween
peopled color and theenvironmenta
movement wasa mgor topic of
discussion during the summit. So-called
maingream environmenta organiza:
tionsare now in aflurry to diversify by
actively recruiting African, Latino,
Nativeand Asan Americansto St on
their boardsand to staff their offices.
Many delegates fed thet the push
towardsinclusionisaresult o the
challengesbrought by peopleof color,
in particulara seriesof ground-bresking
letterssent in early 1990 to the nationd
environmenta and conservation
organizations by the Gulf Coagt Tenants
Organization and the Southwest
Network for Environmenta and
Economic Justice.

Theselettersand the publicity that
followed outlined what isperceivedas
theracist practicesadf the green move
ment = which isgenerally viewed as
white, middleand upper class, and

>> see MOVEMENT, page29
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insensitiveto the needs and agendasof
peopledt color. Theletters point out
that diverdfication of boardsand staffs
aonedoes not guaranteeaccountability.

Ddegatesdetailed numerous
exampleswhere the unilaterd palicies,
activities, and decision-makingprac-
ticesdf environmentd organizations
have hed a negativeimpact on the
social,economic and and cultural
survival of communitiesaf color in the
United Statesand around the world.

A particularly telling exampleisthe
controversy between Ganadosdd Vale,
aChicanorural development organiza-
tion in Los Ojos, New Mexico, and the
Nature Conservancy, the salf-styled
multimillion-dollar "*red estatearm of
the conservation movement.” The
Conservancy purchased 22,000 acresof
land in 1975 to preserve biologica
diversty, ignoring the good land
stewardshippracticed by traditional
communities. Ganados members hed
usad that land for decadesto graze
sheep for cooperativeventures and
preservean age-old link between
cultureand land for Chicanosand
NativeAmericans.

D egatesal so raised questionsabout
the leadership of the Nationa Wildlife
Federation, whose board members
include Dean Bunirock of Waste
Management, Inc., the nation's largest
toxic waste disposal company. Waste
Management's subsidiary Chemica
Waste Management has been continu-
aly charged with perpetratingenviron-
menta racism by locating hazardous
wadtefacilities near communitiesof
color. Chicago's South Side (72
percent black, 11 percent L atino),
Sauget, |llinois(73 percent black), and
Port Arthur, Texas (70 percent black
and Léetino) are hometo Wagte
Management's mgjor toxic waste
incinerators.

Presently the company istrying to
locate another hugeincineratorin
Kettleman City, California (95 percent
Latino). And Emelle, Alabama (90
percent black), isthesiteof aChem

Weadte hazardous wagte landfill - the
nation's largest. Summit del egateswho
are engaged in lifeand degth struggles
with Waste Management were hard-
pressed to understandwhy sucha
corporationis represented on the board
o directorsof onecf thelargest and
mogt influentia environmenta organi-
zdions.

For peopleof color, environmenta
issues are not

scheduled for June 1992 in Brazil.
Policy recommendationsinclude
staternentson the ecological impact
war, underground nudear testing, the
international wagtetrade, and US
foreign ad and trade policies. State-
ments related to paternalisticand
oppressive behavior toward developing
countries by some northern environ-
menta organizations weread o in-

iust a métter of _
preserving On the second day of the Summit,
ancient forestsor A
ddending delegates were joined by another
whdes While .
teimportancedt | 290 participants and observers.
. Y
i spediesis | SOME came to learn, others came
reognzed s | seeki ng_p_artnerfshi_ps and strategies
awitsend | for coalition building.
childrenlivingin
communitiesof
color are endangered Speci es too. cluded.
Environmenta issues areimmediate In addition to the strategy and policy
survival issues. work groups, summit del egateswernt
Theclear message from ddlegatesis through the painstaking processof

that if thereisto bea partnership mede
with the ervironmental movement, it
mugt be based on equity, mutal
respect,and jugtice. The environmenta
justice movement o peopledf color
rejectsa partnershipbased on paterna-
iam.

Discussionsat the leadershipsummit
were not limited solely torecitinga
litany of problems. Solutionsand
processesfor devel oping solutionswere
an important outcome. For instance,
drategy and policy groupsconvened to
createaction plansand formulatepalicy
recommendationsthat would guide
futureorganizing. An international
policy group wasformed in recognition
of thegloba natured theenvironmen-
td crisisand the need for internationa
cooperation to achievesolutions.

It was d so decided that the policy
recommendationsgrowing out of this
session would be presented at the
United NationsConference on Environ-
ment and Development (UNCED),

formulating the Principlesdf Environ
menta Justice. Fina agreementan the
preambleand accompanying 17
principleswasarrived at by consensus
building. Collectively, ddegates
surmounted the barriersthat have
higoricdly divided us- regionaism,
culture, gender, languageand class.
Mogt important, thisvictory was
achievedin asociety that has usd
racism to pit one group againg the other
in an attempt to control thewhole
By theend df thesummit,those
gathered spokewith one voice as part o
amovement ''to eradicate environmen-
td racism and bring into being true
socid justiceand sdif determination.”
Dana Alston directs the Environ-
ment, Community Development, and
Race Programat the Panos Inditutein
Washington DC, and was a member o
the planning committeefor the People
o Color Environmental Leadership
Summit. Reprintedfromthe January
1992 issueof Sojournersmagazine.
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In addition to the
Principlesof Environmental
Justice, reprinted in this
Issue, the L eadership Sum-
mit also produced A Call To
Action. Thisdocumentis
the agreed upon action plan
of the Summit's delegatesto
prompt and promote present
and future stepsin the
strugglefor environmental
harmony and equity.

A Call
fo
Action

The First National People of
Color Environmental

L eadership Summit
Washington, DC

October 24-27, 1991

Thisweek a the First Na-
tiona Peopleof Color Environ-
mental Leadership Summitin
Washington DC, anew interna-
tiona movement of indigenous
and grassroots peoples was born.
It isamultiracia, multicultural
convergenced existing local and
regional grassroots movements
and struggleswhich are aready
underway by people of color
which are actively resisting
variousformsof environmental
genocide against them through-
out the world. We have come
from all statesof the United
States, Central and Latin
America, Puerto Rico, Hawaii,
Alaska, Marshall Idands and
Canada.

We area new movement
which raisesthe life and death
strugglesof indigenousand
grassroots communitiesaof color
to an unprecedented multina-
tional integrated level. Thefight
against the disproportionately
harmful impact of environmental
degradation upon peoplesof
color is not new. Wehave
aways been in this struggle, we
have awaysknown what is at
stake. This movement addresses
every aspect of our quality of
life. Unlike traditional main-
stream environmental and socia
justice organizations, this multi-

racial, multicultural movement of
peoplesdf color isevolving from
the bottom up and not the top
down. It seeksaglobal vison
based on grassrootsredlities.

Wecall for an immediateend
to the systematic murder of
peoplesof color through global
environmental genocide.

We refuse to accept the
deliberate targeting of communi-
tiesof color and the lands of
indigenous peoples as dumping
groundsfor hazardous wastes
and radioactive materias, and the
production of pollutants.

Wecall on the president of
the U.S,, the congress, and all
federa, state, and local agencies
todiscontinueall policiesand
practicesof environmental
racism and to properly enforce
existing environmental protection
laws and policies.

Wecall for a ban on the
export of hazardous waste and
radioactive materialsthat are
devastating the world, particu-
larly the lands of peoplesof
color.

Wedemand full reparations
for all past injusticesand further
demand an immediate hat to dl
schemes that degrade thelives
and landsof peoplesaf color

with harmful development and
>>se8 CAU, page 3L
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<< from CALL,page 30 )
hazardous waste disposal .

We call for arestructuring of
the traditional relationships of
mai nstream environmental
organizationsand activists to
communitiesof color and
grassrootsand indigenous
peoples.

Wedemand theright to livein
healthy communities, free of the
illnesses and disease spawned by
environmental degradation which
affects our children, youth and
families.

Wecall for theembodiment
of our ratified Principlesof
Environmental Justicein
grassrootssocial and political
work within communities of
color.

Wecall for an end to war,
violenceand militarism, because
these are among the most envi-
ronmentally and ecologically
destructive phenomenon known
to humankind, and millions of
people of color have perished
dueto war.

Weare here. We are united.
Wearestrong. Weareone! We
have come together speaking out
of our cultural diversity to our
common oppression, as many
membersof one family —Adans
and Asan Americans, Pacific
Islandersand Pacific Americans,

Native Peoples and Alaskans,
Latinos and Canadians, Latin
Americans and Central Ameri-
cans, Africans and African
Americans. In our collective
unity, thereis great strength. We
have come together around many
Issuesin many lands to unleash
the power of our united will in a
common struggle for anew
environmental movement—a
movement to eradicateenviron-
mental racism and bring into
being true socia justiceand self-
determination.

Aspeoplesof color, we have
not chosen our struggles; they
have chosen us. We suffer
disproportionate victimization by
environmental degradation and a
host of other formsof social,
economic and political violence.
We have no choice but to come.
together to overcomeour com-
mon barriersand resist our
commonfoes. Only in the
diversity of our oppression are
we abletoclearly see the perva
sive pattern of genocidal environ-
mental racism. We gatheredto
speak for ourselvesand to define
theissuesin our own way.

Adopted October 27,1991

The First National Peopleof
Color Environmental Leadership
Summit

Washington, DC

<< from PR'NCIPLES,page 32

environmenta injusticea violationd
international law, the Universal
Declaration On Human Rights, and the
United NationsConvention on Geno-
cide.

11. Environmentd Justice must
recognizea specid legal and naturd
relationship of Native Peoplesto the
U.S government through tregties,
agreements, compacts, and covenants
affirming sovereignty and salf-determi-
nation.

12. Environmenta Judticeaffirms
the need for an urben and rurd ecologi-
cal policiesto clean up and rebuild our
citiesand rural areasin baance with
nature, honoring the cultural integrity of
al our communities, and providingfair
accessfor al to thefull ranged
resources.

13. Environmenta Justicecallsfar
the gtrict enforcement of principlesd
informed consent, and a hdt to the
testing o experimenta reproductive
and medicd proceduresand vaccina
tionsaon peopleof color.

14. Environmental Justice opposes
the destructiveoperations of multi-
national corporations.

15. Environmenta Justiceopposes
military occupation, repressionand
exploitation d lands, peoplesand
cultures, and other lifeforms.

16. Environmenta Justicecallsfor
theeducation of present and future
generdtions which emphasizessocid
and environmentd issues, basad on our
experienceand an appreciationd our
diversecultural perspectives.

17. Environmenta Justicereguires
that we, asindividuals, make persond
and consumer choicesto consumeas
littleof Mother Earth's resourcesand to
produceas littlewaste as possible; ad
meke the consciousdecision to chal-
lenge and reprioritize our lifestylesto
insure the hedlth of the naturd world for
present and future generations.

Adopted, October 27,1991.

The First National People o Color
Environmental L eadership Summit

Washington,DC



Page Thirty-Two

Fall 1991/Winter 1992

Race, Poverty & the Environment

The First National Peopleof Color Environmental L eader ship Summit

Principlesof
Environmental Justice

PREAMBLE

We, The Peopledf Color, gathered together at this multina-
tiond Peoplecof Color Environmental Leadership Summit, to
begin to build a nationa and international movement of al
peoples of color to fight the destruction and takingof our
landsand communities, do hereby re-establish our spiritua
interdependenceto the sacrednessof our Mother Earth; to
respect and celebrateeach of our cultures, languagesand
beliefsabout the naturd world and our rolesin heding
oursalves, to insureenvironmentd justice; to promoteeco-
nomic aternativeswhich would contributeto the development
of environmentaly safe livelihoods, and, to secure our
political, economic and cultural liberation that has been denied
for over 500 yearsdf colonizationand oppression, resultingin
the poisoningof our communitiesand land and the genocide
of our peoples, do affirm and adopt thesePrinciplesof
Environmenta Justice:

1. Environmental Justi ceaffirms the sacrednessaf Mother
Earth, ecologica unity and the interdependenced all species,
and theright to be freefrom ecologica destruction.

2. Environmenta Justice demandsthat public policy be
based on mutud respect and justicefor al peoples, freefrom
any form o discrimination or bias.

3. Environmenta Justicemandatestheright toethicd,
baanced and responsibleuses o land and renewable resources
in theinterest of asustainable planet for humansand other
living things.

4. Environmenta Justicecdlsfor universa protection
from nuclear testing, extraction, production and disposal of
toxic/hazardous wastesand poisonsand nuclear testing that
threaten the fundamenta right to clean air, land, water, and
food.

5. Environmenta Justiceaffirms the fundamenta right to
political, economic, cultural and environmenta self-determi-
nation of all peoples.

6. Environmenta Justicedemands the cessation of the
production of all toxins, hazardouswastes, and radioactive
materias, and that all past and current producers be held
gtrictly accountableto the peoplefor detoxificationand the
containment at the point d production.

7. Environmenta Justicedemands theright to participate
asequal partnersat evary level of decison-makingincluding
needs assessment, planning, implementation,enforcement and
evauation.

8. Environmenta Justiceaffirms theright of all workersto
asafe and hedthy work environment, without being forced to
choose between an unsafeliveihood and unemployment. It
also affirms theright of those who work at home to be free
from environmental hazards.

9. Environmenta Justice protectstheright of victimsof
environmental injusticeto receive full compensation and
reparationsfor damagesas wel asqudity hedth care.

10. Environmenta Justiceconsidersgovernmentd actsof

»> s8¢ PRINCIPLES, page 31
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