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L ost iIn America

by Paul Smith

The title comesfrom the nameof afunny movie gz
Albert Brooksmade a few yearsago. It was o
about a yuppie couplein Southern Califor- 4
niawho, sick of their spiritualy bank- &
rupt lifestyle, cash in their expensive
home, lifesavings, cars, and therest
of their possessions to createa
"nest egg.” Thiswill give them
the freedom to explore their full
humean potential to be free,
travel and ""touch Indians.”

They never makeit to Indian
Country, losing the nest egg in
alas Vegascasno. Mrs \
Y uppieis reduced to workingin
afast food restaurant in Arizona
(In theend Brooks goes back to
hisold profession with arenewed
gppreciationof materia success, the
movie wimps out and becomes sSRA@ a
cautionary taleabout middle-classysg
taking.)

Thelost couple might have chl \

Cornpton, but they never considetheuc! 'hicanosor
African Americans. What we hawé bbse i Rgparadox:
Indiansare the poorest of the podk, & Amerfcans often
plan vacationsto their communities.

It's easy to laugh at such an absurd exampled objectifying
Indians. Yet in my experience,asa Commancheactivistin
the American Indian Movement in the 1970s, and onedtill

& committed to the Indian struggle, | find dia ogue between
Indian and non-Indian progressivesconsistently frustrated by

% thedigtinctivetypedf racism that confrontsIndians. Often the

£ left, feminists, and other movementswho should be our dlies

5 have sought to "*touch Indians in ways both racist and

8 dedtructive.

A

0

»> see LOST IN AMERICA, page 22

D) scoveri ng
- Col unbus:

Re-rea.ding
the Past

by Bill Bigelow

Mogt of my students have
trouble with theideathat a
book — especially a textbook
— canlie. Tha's why | sart
my U.S. history classhy
stealing a student's purse.

As the year opens, ny
students may not know when the
Civil War wasfought or whet

/ James Madison or Frederick

7 Douglass did; but they know thata

¥ bravefdiow named Christopher Colum:

¥ busdiscovered America. Indeed, this bit of

historical lore may bethe only knowledgeclass

members share in common.

» What studentsdon't know isthat their textbookshave,
by omission or otherwise, lied to them.  They don't know,

for example, that on theidand Hispaniola, an entireracedt

people was wiped out in only 40 years of Spanish administra-

tion,

L

Finders, Keepers
So | begin classhy stealingastudent's purse. | announce
that the purseis mine, obvioudy, because look who hasit.
Most students are fair-minded. They saw me take the purse

off the desk so they protest: “That’s not yours, jt’s Nikki’s.
You took it. Wesaw you." | brush these objectionsasidead

reiteratetha itis, too, mineand to proveit, I'll show al the
>> see REREADING THE PAST, page 24
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Editor's
Notes

He who holds the pen controls
history.

How else can we explain the white-
washed versonsof what passesastruth

Nativepeoptes emergeto shed much-
needed light on thedark past o
Americds higory.

The journeysof Native people
through thelast 500 years have been
painful and much has been lost sincethe
invasions. Whole nationsof our
relationswere wiped out in the holo-
caugt with no survivorsto carry on their

in thiscountry? o distinct

From thehigtorical | [N thisissue of RPE, wehave  cultures The
liestaught to e list of nations
<hoo childrento | COIECted the insi ghtful v_vor'ds .,

the false images of some of NatvaAmerl cas 'gl%spear% in this
projectedby | most clear and articulate think-  issue was
mansreammedia | o o writers whose words researchedly
to the tomahawk- . . the Morning
choppingstereo- | educate, anger and inspire us.  Star Founda-
types absorbed tion with the
and perpetuated by the masses, thetruth  acknowledgement that it isonly a
about Native peoplesand our history partid list of those no longer with us,

has been colorblind and culture-blind
for far too long.

After years of repressive struggles,
weaefindly seeing the voices of

except in spirit.
We remember and mourn for them in
1992, and welearn from them aswell.
»> see EDITORS'NOTES, page21
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We are still here
The 500 Years Celebration

by Winona LaDuke

To " discover” implies that
something islost. Something

was logt.... it was Columbus.

But unfortunately, he did not discover himself in the process
of hislosmess. He went on to destroy peoples, land and
ecosystemsin his search for materid wedth and riches.
Columbus was a perpetrator of genocide—responsible for
setting in motion the most horrendous holocaudt to have
occurredin the history of theworld. Columbuswasa dave
trader, a thief, apirate, and mog certainly not ahero. To
celebrate Columbusis to congratul atethe process and history
of theinvasion.

The Taino, Arawak and other indigenouspeoplesof the
Caribbean, the first "hogs of Columbus* weresystematically
destroyed. Thirteen at atime were hanged, in honor of the
Twelve Apostlesand the Redeemer. Every man over 14 years
of age was obliged to bring aquotaof gold to the conquista:
dorsevery three months. Thase who could not pay the tribute
had their hands cut off, "'asalesson.” Mot bled to death. The
Taino argued with the conquistadors. They pleaded that
"when their thousands of peoplegrow enough corn to feed
many of the peopleof Europe—was that not enough of a
tribute, of a payment?’ The conquistadorswould not accept
their tributefrom the land. So the"'idie”" shipsof the second
voyage of Columbuswere used to transport back 500 Indians
to bedavesof the marketsof Seville. Therepressionwas so
brutal that many of the Taino, Caribsand Arawaks, faced with
brutality and davery at the handsdf conquistadors, chose
instead to commit masssuicide.

Sixty yearslater, in 1552, the Catholic priest Bartolemede
las Casas declared that within theentirewestern hemisphere, a
total df 50 million Indianshed dready perished, in just over a
half century of Spanishinvasion. Las Casas hed beenan
eyewitnessto someof the daughter and dispopulation caused
by diseases accidentally introduced by the Spanish. In his
protest of hisown countrymen's™* abominablecrueltiesand
detestabletyrannies,”" las Casas cried out that fivemillion hed
died on the Caribbean idandsand that 45 million hed died on
the mainland.

Although Columbus himsdlf later returned to Europein
disgrace, his methods were subsequently used in Mexico,
Peru, the Black Hills, and at Sand Creek and \Wounded Knee.

They are still being used in Guatemalaand El Salvador, andin
Indian territory from Amazoniato PineRidge. Theinvason
set into motion a process, thusfar, unabated. Thishasbeena
struggle for vaues, religions, resources, but most importantly
land.

Theaged "discovery” wasto mark theage of colonidism,
atimewhen our land suddenly cameto be viewed as™*your
land.”" While military repression is not in the North American
vogue (at least with theexception of the Oka-M ohawk
uprising in the summer of 1990), today lega doctrines uphold
that "our land" is"your land," based ogtensibly on theso-
called" doctrineof discovery." Thisjudtifies,inaso- cdled
legd system, thesamedispossession of peoplefrom ther land
that iscaused by outright military conquest, but today, in a
""kinder, gentler world,” it al appears morelegd.

Theredlity isthat the battering has been relentless. Each
generation moreland has been taken from theindigenous
peoples—either by forceor by paper, but in no case with our
consent. Today, Indian peoplein North Americaretain about
four percent of theoriginal land base—land caled reserva-
tionsin the US or reservesin Canada. Thoselandsare facing
anaw assault. Underlying Indian reservationsis gpproxi-
mately two-thirdsdf uranium resourceswithin the continenta
US, and one-third of dl western low sulphur cod. Other lands
include vagt ail tracts (including that in theso-cdled Arctic
Nationd WildlifeRefuge—the last unexploited portion of the
north shore of Alaska), and find stretchesof pristinewater
and standsof unexploitedold growth timber. Similar datigtics
exig for Canada

What we haveis still what they want: whether it isExxon,
Arco, oil companies, Rio Tinto Zinc (the British mining
giant), COGEMA (the French uranium company, which is
activein Deneand Creelandsin northern Saskatchewan) or
lumber companiesfrom Japan and North America The North
American ondaught is matched only by that in South and
Central America, whereremaining rain forestsand resource
rich landsare greedily consumed by foreign multinationals
and governments.

Therate of exploitation isastounding. In 1975, 100
percentof al federally produced uranium (in the US) came
from Indian reservations. Indians were thefifthlargest
producersof uranium in theworld. That same year, four of
theten largest coal strip minesin the US wereon Indian
reservetions. By 1985, Deneand Creelandsin Saskatchewan

>> seeSTILL HERE page 20
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Our Visons —
The Next 500 Years

On October 14,1992 — just
two days after so-called
Columbus Day — a gathering
of 100 Native writers, artists
and wisdom keepersfrom
throughout the Americas came
together in Taos, New Mexico
to consider our shared visions
for the next 500 years.

Organized by the Morning
Star Foundation and supported
by the Martin Foundation, the
gathering brought together the
collective thoughts and words
of Vine Deloria, Jr., Oren
Lyons, Suzan Shown Harjo,
Thomas Banyanca, Walt
Bresette, Joy Harjo, Tom
Porter, Emmett White, Lois
Ridling, Alex White Plume,
Susan M. Williamsand scores
of other Indian people making
significant contributionsto
Native America.

At the end of five daysof
deliberations, we felt it was
important to make a statement
in memory of more than500
Native Nations and millionsof
our relations that did not
survive the Europeaninva-
sions, and with respect for
those indigenous people who
did survive. The following
statement was culled from
lengthy group statements
focused on the spiritual,
cultural, social, political and
economic aspects of Native
people'ssurvival in the next
500 years..

--Valerie Taliman

Statement of vision toward
the next 500 years from the
gatheringof Native writers,
artists and wisdom keepers at
Taos, October 14-18,1992...

In memory o more than 500 distinct
Native Nationsand millionsdf our relatives
who did not survive the Europeaninvasions
and with respect for thoselIndigenous
Peopleswho have survived, we meke this
statement.

We, the IndigenousPeoplesd thisred
quarter of Mother Earth, have survived 500
yearsdf genocide, ethnocide, ecocide,
racism, oppression, colonization and
chrigtianization. These excessesd wegtern
civilization resulted from contempt for
Moather Earth and all our relations; contempt
for women, elders, children and Native
Peoples; and contempt for a future beyond
the present human generation. Despitethis,
weare here

Sincetimeimmemorial, Native Nations
have lived in harmony with thisland and in
solidarity with al our relations. Our
continued surviva dependson thisvita
relationship. We perpetuate this harmony
for our continued surviva and world peece.
Wecarry out our religiousdutiesfor the
good o al. Endangering usendangersus
all.

Wecall for theimmediatehdt of the
abuse, neglect and destruction o life. We
cal for immediatestrategiesand compacts
to hat the genocideof Nativepeoples
throughout the Western hemisphere.

Wedemand an end to all exploitation,
desecration and commerciaizationof Indian
spirituality and cultures, our sacred places
and theremainsof our ancestors. We
demand an end to the violationsdf our right
of worship, to thedisrespect of our religious
and cultural property and to thedisregard of
our very humanity.

Native peoplesover the next 500 years must
maintain our statusasdistinct political and
cultural communities. Indian Nationsexpect
the world community to honor and enforce
treaties that recognizetriba property and
sovereignty. Sovereignty istheinherent
right based upon traditional systemsand
laws thet arise from the Peoplethemsdves.
Sovereignty includestheright of Native
Nations to fredly liveand develop socidly,
economically, culturally, spiritualy and
politically.

Thedomestic lawsdf the non-Native
countriesdf this hemispherehave been usd
to subjugate Native Peoples. Vindication of
our rights must be achieved through fair and
appropriate procedures, including interna:
tiona procedures.

Indigenous Nations have theright to
securebordersand fulfilled treetiesfor
which we gave up vast territory and wedth.
Native Nations have the responsibility to
providea safe and secureenvironment for
thelr peoples economic salf-sufficiency,
hedlth and well-being. Tribal economies
work best when based on traditional
systems. A secureand adequateland base
and respect for sovereignty are prerequisites
for viabletribal economies.

Indigenous People have theright to
educationa and socia systemsthat affirm
triba culturesand vaues; that promote
physical, spiritual and menta well-being of
people; and that teach thecareand heding
of Mother Earth and all Her children.

We envision that in five hundred years
IndigenousPeopleswill be here, protecting
and living with Mother Earthin our own
lands. Weseeafuturedf coming genera-
tionsof Native Peoplewhoare hedthy in
body and spirit, who speak Native languages
daily and who are supported by traditiona
extended families.

Welook forward to leadership thet
encouragesthe religiousand cultural
manifestationsof our traditions, and the

>»>see I S QNS page 5
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<< from VISIONS, page 4

reclamation and continuing use of our
traditional ceremonies, hairstyles,
foods, clothes, music, persond and
tribal names, and medicines. Our
cultural renewa will assurethe
perpetuation of naturd speciesthat are
dying, and perhgpseven someaf those
thought to be extinct.

We celebrate our rich, continuing
tradition of artistic excellence. The
works produced for triba functionsor
within areligiousor historica context
are the sole cultura property of the
Native Peoples. Our strong cultural
continuums accord greset freedom of
artigtic expression, which enhancesthe
dynamic and incorporativenature of
our traditiona cultures. Weenvisona
future when our artigtic giftsare
recognized fully for their spiritua
transforming power and beaity.

Native Peoples are strengthened by
relations among each other at dl levels
of community life. Commitment,
integrity, patience, the ability to build
consensusand respect are essentia
components to the flourishing of
culture, friendship, strengthening of
economiesand the pursuit of a
common peaceful world.

All lifeis dependent upon mord
and ethical laws which protect earth,
water, animals, plants, and triba
traditions and ceremonies. Humanity
has the respongibility to livein
accordance with naturd laws, in order
to perpetuateal living beingsfor the
good of al Creation. We sharea bond
with al the world's Peopleswho
understand their relationshipand
responsibility to dl aspectsof the
Cregtion. Thefirgt of theseisto wak
through lifein respectful and loving
ways, caring for dl life. Welook
forward to afuture o global friendship
and theintegrity of diversecultures.

that wasoriginaly
reservedto us But
continudly over the
years moreand more of
our land hasbeen
stolen from us by the
Canadianand U.S.
governments. In the
19th Century, our land
was stolen from usfor
€Cconomic reasons
becausetheland was
lush and fertileand
abounded with food.
We wereleft with what
white society thought
was worthlessland...

Today, what was
once called worthless
land suddenly becomes
valuableas the technol-
ogy of white society
advances. White
society would now like
to push usoff our
reservationsbecause
beneath the barren land
lievauableminerd
and oil resources, Itis
not a new development
for whitesociety to
steal from nonwhite
peoples. When white
society succeedsit's
called colonidiam.
When whitesociety's
effortsto colonize
peopleare met with
resistanceit's caled
war. But when the
colonized Indians of
North Americameet to
gand and resst weare
cdled criminds.

— LeonardPeltier

For more information on
Leonard Peltier, write the
Leonard Peltier Defense
Committee, PO Box 583,
Luwrence, KS 66044, 913-
842-5774. You can also
write Leonard Peltier,
#89637-132, PO Box 1000,
Leavenworth, KS 66048.

1492-1992
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contains 32 known earthquake faullts,
and liesonly 500 feet dove amgor
aquifer which surfacesin Cdlifornias
Degth Valey.

The recent earthquake raised new
questionsabout suitability of thesite
sdlected by the Department of Energy
and Congressin 1987 for storing 70,000
metric tonsof high level nuclear waste
undergroundfor 10,000years.

illustrated the danger of groundwater
surging up underneeth the subterranean
complex thereby creating compressed
steam within the caverns holding sted!
canistersof nuclear waste. Szymanski
and other scientistswarned that the
geam could "*blow the top off the
mountain” and createa nuclear holo-
caust of unimaginableproportions.

The U.S. Government Targets Reservations for “Temporary” Storage

Stuck Holding the

Nation's Nuclear Waste

n 1992, as Native Nations|ook
toward the next 500 years, an
ominous cloud loomson the
horizon — the danger that the three
percent of land remaining in mbal
hands may soon become permanent
dumping groundsfor radioactive, high-
level nuclear waste

With 16 mbeslined up for $100,000
grants from theU.S. Nuclear Waste
Negotiator to study the progpect of
"temporarily" storing nuclear wagte for
haf acentury, thereis good cause to
worry.

The storageaf highly toxic, used
nuclear fuel rodsfrom thenation's111
commercial nuclear reactorswill only
be"'temporary™ if the proposed perma:
nent repository is built a Yucca
Mountain, Nevadaon land stolen from
the Western Shoshone Nation.

Followinga 5.6 magnitudeearth-
quake tha rocked Y uccaMountainon
June 29, membersof thescientific
community are joining unrelenting
public and political oppositionin argu-
ing that Y uccaMountain is unsuitable
for storing deadly nuclear waste.

Thesite chosen for the Yucca
Mountain underground storage com-
plex, which will contain tunnels up to
115 mileslong, showsevidencedf
earthquakeand volcanic activity,

Thequake
caused $1
millionin
damageto top-
secret military
facilitieson the
NevadaTes Site
wheretheU.S.
and Grest Britain
have''tested"
more than 700
nuclear wegpons
in underground
explosionsthat
leaked radiation
into the atmospherein at least half of
the tests, according to the DOE's
records.

Yea DOE officidsindgs that
earthquakesdo not disqudify thesite
according to their criteria. DOE claims
they will design facilitiesthat can
withgtand 6.7 to 7.0 earthquakes
without releasing deedly radiationinto
theatmosphere. But Nevadansand
environmental groupssay thoserosy
projectionsare unredidtic.

In late spring, DOE's chief scientist
for the project, Jerry Szymanski, quit
his post saying that he would not be part
of DOE's propagandawhich borderson
"scientificfraud.” Szymanski, a
geol ogist, authored a DOE report that

by Valerie Taliman

A little known provision in
the law requires MRS
recipients to waive their right
to sue the U.S. government in
the event of an accident or
unforeseen circumstances
which prevent the nuclear
waste from being removed at

the end of the contract period,

Shortly after his report was issued,
DOE assembled a panel of other
government scientists which dismissed
Szymanski’s theory and maintained the
project wassafe. The public remains
skeptical.

As opposition to the Y ucca Moun-
tain project continuesto grow, it
appears unlikely that the repository will
ever bebuilt. Theprojectisdready 12
years behind schedule (dated to openin
2010) and the$32.5 hillion cost to
taxpayerscontinuesto swell.

If the project is scrapped, then those
tribes or states that have opted to
"temporarily" store nuclear wasterods

in"*Monitored RetrievableStorage”
»> see NUCLEAR WASTE, page &
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Phase One Grants

Applicant
1. Mescdero Apache Tribe, Mescdero, NM

2. Grant County, ND

3. Chickasaw Nation, Ada, OK

4. Sac and Fox Nation, Stroud, OK

5. Prairieldand Indian Nation, Welch, MN
6. Yakima Indian Nation, Toppenish, WA
7. Fremont County, WY

8. Fifidd Devdopment Corp., Fifield, W1
Applicant was not an eligible unit of government.

9. Skull Vdley Goshute, Grantsville, UT

10. Apache County, AZ

11. AldbamaQuassarte, Eufala, OK
12. Tetlin Village, Tok, AK
13. Eastern Shawnee Tribe, Ottawa County, OK

14. Lower Brule Sioux, Lower Brule, SD

16. Apache Development Authority, Anadarko, OK

17. AbsenteeShawnee, OK
Applicationwithdrawn by letter dated June9,1992.

18. San Juan County, UT
19. PoncaTribe, Kay County, OK
20. Caddo Tribe, Binger, OK

21. Ft. McDermitt Paiute-Shoshone, Humbolt Cty., NV

Phase 2 Grants
1. Mescdero Apache Tribe, Mescalero,NM

15. Akhiok-Kaguyak/Akhiok Traditional Council, Anchorage, AK

Application withdrawn,Mar. 31,1992 — Funds deobligated.

Application withdrawn,Mar. 4,1992 —Funds deobligated.

Status of MRS Grants

Status

Commissionersdefeated in recall eection, Mar. 10,1992 —Phase | studiescompleted.

Governor'soffice issued an objection on April 3,1992 in telephone conversation.

Oct. 11,1991  Grant awarded Oct. 17,1991
Nov. 18,1991 Grant awarded Nov. 25,1991
Dec. 26,1991 Grant awarded Feb. 14,1992
Dec. 30,1991  Grant awarded Feb. 19,1992
Dec. 30,1991 Grant awarded Mar. 18,1992
Dec. 30,1991  Grant awvarded Mar. 18,1992
Dec. 30,1991  Grant awarded Jan. 23,1992
March 1991 Rgected

Mar. 19,1992 Grant awarded Apr. 17,1992
Mar. 18,1992 Under review

Mar. 26,1992  Under review

Mar. 30,1992 Rgected

Mar. 30,1992  Under review -- Request: $41,962
Mar. 31,1992 Under review

Mar. 31,1992

Mar. 31, 1992

Apr. 3,1992
Apr. 6, 1992
Apr. 17,1992

May 27,1992

Mar. 13,1992

Tribe has requested additional phase 2A funding o $300,000.

Mar. 31,1992 Reected

Under review

Withdrawn

Grant awarded May 4,1992
Under review
Under review

Grant awarded July 15, 1992

$200,000awarded Apr. 21,1992
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<< from NUCLEAR WASTE, page 6

(MRS) siteswill bel€ft holding the
nation's nuclear wastefor lack of any
other option.

A littleknown provisionin the
Nuclear WastePolicy Amendments
Act, which established the MRS idea
and theofficed the Nuclear Waste
Negotiator, requiresMRS recipientsto
waive their right to sue the U.S. govern.

ment in theevent of an accident or un-
foreseen circumstances which pre\/ent
the nuclear waste from being removed
at theend of the contract period.

Higtory reflectsthat the US
Government'srecord o failingtolive
up toits" contracts” with Indian Nations
isboth tragicand crimind. TheU.S.
has failed to uphold even one of more
than 800 treatiesit negotiated with
Indian Nationsin thiscountry, 370 of
which wererdtified by Congressand
then violated.

The nudear industry, the military
wespons production complex, and DOE
also have weak track records on public
hedlth and safety issues, especidly
where Native Nations are concerned.
Thousandsof Native peoplein theU.S.
and Canadahavedied or suffered hedlth
consequences from the mining, proces's_
ing and enriching of uranium for
nuclear fuels and weapons.

Hundredsof Indian familieswho lost
loved ones who were used as gumea
pigs' in theearly daysof uranium
mining have applied for compensation
under the 1990 Radiation Exposure
Compensation Act which Congress
passed with an apology to radiation
victims. In addition, millions of citizens
have been contaminated by atmospheric
and underground nuclear wegpons
testing that carried radioactiveparticles
downwind to Western states. And in
most cases, the overnmenthas denied
accountability fOF creating disease and
death among the very citizens that the
weapons Were designed (o protect in the
named "the national defense.”

A prime exampleis the 250,000-
member Allianced Atomic Veterans
who decry thefact that 98 percent of
their radiation-related medica claims
have been denied by the Veterans
Adminigration and the government that
sent them marching into mushroom

Oklahoma Tribal Responseto MRS

by Grace Thorpe

In January 1992, | was shocked to
read in the Daily Oklahoman that my
tribe, the Sac and Fox of Stroud,
Oklahoma, had applied for a$100,000

grant from the Department of Ener&y’s
Monitored Retrievable Storage (MRS)

program, which would study the
placement Of nuclear waste on our land.
Such an unlikdly aliance, | thought,
when | recalled that the Sac and Fox
werethelast tribedf Indianswho

fought for their lands east of the

Missijssippi River. During the Black
Hawk War o 1832,2504 our men,

women and children died in thedefense
of ther land at Saukenuk, now Rock
Island, Illinois. Today, the spirit of
Chief Black Hawk mist wonder if his
fight and thedeathsof hisfollowers
werein vain, | thought.

So, after reading the newspaper
article, | started researching the nuclear
wagteindustry so | would know what
our tribewas getting involved with.

And 1919t fie what T was reading.

Balancing the short- and long-term
health dangers involved in the storage

o nuclear wastewith the monetary
advantages, | redlized that our tribe had
to withdraw its application. Also, I
didn't feel that our proud Sac and Fox
name should ever be associated with
nuclear waste, even though no strings
were atached to the money, they said.
During thetimethat | was studying
the nuclear wasteissue, some other
tribal members were unhappy about
recent afe:trpons taken t‘)lynthg%c and Fox
dected tribal officids. Sandra
McClelland, from Shawnee, was
circulating a petition requestinga
special megtingof thetribe. According
to the Sac and Fox congtitution, in order

to call a Special meeting, 50 tribal
members must Sign a petition requesting

ameseting. The Sac and Fox triba
officials mugt then call a meeting within
30 daysand a quorum of 60 members
must be present.

| then attended several meetingswith
the McClelland group, and we agreed to
place the MRS nuclear waste issueon
the agendadong with other complaints.
The specid meeting wasset for
February 29,1992. In themeantime, |
spoketo tribal membersat the Elder's
meetings, the Black Hawvk Hedth
Clinic, triba headquarters, Pow Wows,
and soon. When1asked what they
thought about involving our tribewith
nuclear waste, they said they opposediit,
justas| did.

Shortly beforethe meeting | asked
our tribal administrator, PaulaGomez,
about the parliamentary procedureto
follow in order to stop theapplication.
All that wes needed, shesaid, wasa
motion from thefloor to withdraw the
application.

So, on February 29,1992, the
governing council (the general member-
ship) of the Sac and Fox Tribein-
structed theelected officias to with-
draw from the MRS program. | mede
the motion, and it was second by June
Stevens. The70-5 votewas over-
whemingly in favor of withdrawil.

| am proud to write that the Sac and
Fox people becamethefirstto force
their eected officiasto withdraw from
the MRS nuclear waste program. Other
Oklahoma tribesthat have withdrawn
are the Chickasaws, the Absentee
Shawnege, and the Caddo.

A long-timeadvocate for I ndian
Rights,Ms. Thorpeis71 yearsold and
serves asa part-time District Court
Judge for the Sac and Fox Nation. This
isreprinted with the author's permis-
sion from The Workbook, Fall 1992.

cloudsin early nuclear wespons tests.
"TheU.S government took 250,000
aomic veterans— like they were
sacrificid lambs— and laid them on
thedltar of thenucleer age,” said AAV
director Anthoney Guarisco, who

recently organized a Veterans Day
memorid in thefoothillsof the Nevada
Test Site's rugged terrain.
"Over this hill isour monument, the
exampledt man's inhumanity to men,"
> see NUCLEAR WASTE, page 9
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Guarisco said, noting that those
veteranswho are till alivetoday say
that "'the government can't be trusted.”

Many tribal leadersagreeand have
|abelled the MRS proposals** economic
blackmail" becausethe governmentis
offering hugeeconomic incentivesfor
the storagedf deadly radioactive waste.

"In theold days, they gave us
smallpox-infested blankets," says
Oklahoma Sac and Fox elder Grace
Thorpe. "Today, they're giving us
nuclear waste. Wecan't look &t thisfor
short-term monetary gains. It's an issue
of survivd for Native people.”

DOE provides$100,000 for Phasel
grants to conduct feasibility studieson
socio-economicimpacts, $200,000for
Phase11-A grants to continuethe
process, and PhaseIl-B grantsdf up to
$3,000,000 to actudly identify asitefor
an MRS and enter into an agreement
with the Nuclear Waste Negotiator. Any
stateor tribethat acceptsan MRS can
receive up to $5 million per year.

While some tribes have turned back
DOE checks under pressure from tribal
members (see Statusof MRS Grants,
page7), others, including Minnesotas
Prairieldand Indian Nation, the Skull
Valey Goshuted Utah and the Lower
BruleSioux of South Dakota, have said
they applied for thefunds to conduct
studiesthat will prove that the MRS
option is unsafefor their communities.

Northwest tribeswho live along the
ColumbiaRiver — downstream from
DOE’s Hanford Nuclear Reservation
that polluted theregion for 40 years—
warn othersabout living with the legacy
of nuclear waste that is causing muta
tionsin thesamon they depend on
spiritualy, socialy and economicaly.

"l think (the MRS strategy)is
genocideamed at Indian people,” sad
traditiond Chief Johnny Jackson of the
Klickitat Nation. ""Well suffer the
consequencesd poisoning our rivers,
our traditiona foods and our land with
nuclear wagte.

"Even if tribessay they just want to
study it, the U.S. government intendsto
hook tribes with the money. | know
from experience that the government
never givesyou money for nothing."

Resolution of the Third Annual
I ndigenousEnvironmental
Network Gathering, Celilo
Village, Oregon, June 6, 1992

No Nuclear Waste
on Indian L ands

Wheress, our land may bethe most
important legacy that we leave our
children, and;

Wheresas, we care about our land and
do not wish to poison it, and;

Whereas, we wish to protect our
Mother Earth from just such poisonas
nuclear waste, and;

Whereas, power companies make
money as they generate more high-level
radioactivewaste, and;

Wheress, thereis no safe method to
disposed nuclear waste, and;

Wheress, thefederal government has
gtolen and ruined enough o our land,
and;

Wheress, nuclear waste isdeadly
and will reke thousands of yearsto
decay and loseitsradioactivity, and;

Wheress, radioactivity has been
known to increasetherisk of cancer, to
causeleukemiain the blood cellsand
affect genetic changes which could
causedeformitiesin our children and
future generations, as well asendanger
plant and animd life, and;

Whereas, mbal officialsare not to
hide behind the vell of tribal sover-
egnty in order to bypassenvironmenta
and safety regulationsprepared by state
and county governments, and;

Whereas, no amount of money can
replacea clean environment, and;

Wheress, the storage of nuclear
waste on Indian land is too important an
issue nat to befully understood by all
peopleliving on or near the affected
area, Tribal congtitutions should require
thedoctrined informed consent to
tribal members, so that mgjor decisions
are made by an informed constituency,
and,

Wheregs, tribal membershavea
right to know o al thepossiblerisks
and benefitsthat affect their landsor
resources, and;

Whereas, radioactiveionization

presentsa thregt to the processof future
human existence:

Therefore, no Indian designated
lands, including Indian Country, trugt,
ceded, contiguous, or otherwise, should
be usad to storeany form of toxic or
nuclear waste, now o in thefuture, and;

Therefore, the people assembled
here today demand that public hearings
berequired to give triba membersand
other interested parties an opportunity
to learn about the advantagesand
disadvantagesdf storing nuclear waste
on Indian lands, and;

Therefore, beit resolved that nuclear
wadte trainsand trucks will not be
alowed to passthrough Indian lands,
and;

Therefore, the people assembled
here today beseech and implorethe 16
different tribes that applied for the MRS
to reconsider and request that their
applicationsbe withdrawn, and;

Therefore, beit resolved that asa
pre-conditionfor developing the
radi oactivewaste management strategy,
electric utilitiesfirst change their rate
design structureto reward conservation,
not wasteful consumption o eectricity;
and second, eectric utilities be required
to pay afair ratefor electricity produced
by independent producers using
renewableenergy resources,and that
thefair rate include appropriate avoided
capital and environmental costs, and;

Therefore, beit resolved that the
peopleassembled herecall for an end to
uranium mining, milling, testing,
reprocessing, and storage and disposa
which areall currently an Indian lands,
and cal for an end to the production o
nuclear wagte, and the devel opment of
saferenewable energy services.

And wheress the National Congress
o AmericanIndians (NCAI) and the
Council of Energy Resource Tribes
(CERT) were organized to benefit
Native Americans, and sponsoring MRS
conferencespresenting only the views
d the Department of Energy doesnot
further that god;

Therefore, beit resolved that we
request that NCAI and CERT cease
sponsoring or funding MRS confer-
ences.
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The
Western

Shoshone"

by

Joe

Sanchez
or countlessgenera
i a n s

haveinhabited the eastern haf
of what is now known as the
Great Basn of North America
We areoneof several hundred
indigenousnationson the
North American continent that
are involved in awiderange o efforts
to protect the lands we have lived in for
thousandsof years. Our work to
maintain or regain environmental
qudity within our homdandsisafacet
of awider, morecomplex effort to
maintain our jurisdictionover our
territoriesand lives, and to protect our
indigenousrights.

Asanation, our rightsare not
derivedfrom theU.S. Constitution or
granted by any treaties; they existed
prior to the United States' creation.
Tregties— mechanismsof mutua
agreement between nations — gave
rightsto the U.S. asagreed to by the

Indians. The Indianspossess their
rightshy virtuedf their existenceas
nations, despite the U.S.’s assartions
that it ultimately oversees theindig-
enous nationswithinits borders. This,
of courseleadsto some very serious
conflictsbetween theU.S. and any
Indian netion that asserts, or merely
seeksto protect, itsrights.

Aswith other North American
indigenous nations, the Western
Shoshonée's identity, purpose, and
strength isbased on our relationship to
our homdand. Thewholedf our landis
known to usas “Newah Sogo Bea,"” or
" Shoshone's Earth Maother.™”

Our namefor oursalvesis Newah
and our higory tdls how we were first
creeted and placed within our particular
bioregion and provided with instruc-
tionson how best to live, dlowing for
our descendantsas well. A critically
important basisof all instruction given

Following
Earth
Mother’s
Instructions

isthat for usto beable to continueasa
peoplewe mugt pay attention to our
relationshipto everythingaround us,
animateand inanimate. Shortly after
the Newah werecreated, parts of
creation ooketo the Newah, Water,
Air, Wind, and many otherstold usin
unequivocd terms "' Takecaredf us,
and we will takecared you."

For thousandsdf years we have put
consciouseffort into keeping this
relationship hedthy. But in morerecent
times severa factors have been brought
into our world that havedragtically
affected our ability to Ssmply carry out
our original ingtructions. We now must

address the problemscreated by the
new boom of gold mines within our
territories, theincreasing militarization
of our airspaceand land, and the
NevadaTest Site, and underground
testing facility for nuclear wegpons.
Tocomprehend the present issues
and the Srategieswe are utilizing to
addressthem, thefirgt thing that must
be understood isour view of oursaves
within the world. We werecreated as
Newah, and haveawaysexisted in our
territory. Oned the most fundamenta
principlesaf our cultureis that weare
responsiblefor maintaining a hedthy
relaionshipwith Newah Sogo Bes,
snceitisthebasisof our life.
Secondly, our right to determineour
own future, on our own termsasa
distinct people(i.e., our sovereignty),is
basad on our continued habitation of
our defined homelandswithin our own
governing, education, economic,
language, and cultural/spiritual
systems.
Yeserday's
Predators
From our initial
mgjor contact with
non-Indians, the
issueaf environ-
mental destruction
has been acritica
one. In theearly
1800s, alarge
groupof English fur
trappers seeking
beaver pelts traveled
into the northcentral region
of Newah territory. Because
the English foresaw their expeditionas
the oneand only accessinto the area,
they carried out what has been de-
scribed asa ' scorched river'' procedure.
In thesweep along the Humboldt River
and itstributaries, they sought to trgp all
the beaversthey possibly could,
purposefully ignoring the need to dlow
sufficient numbersto remain to repro-
duce thetrappersdid not foresee
themsdlvesor any other British subjects
seekingfursin theregion again.
With thediscovery of gold in
Cdifornia, in the mid-nineteenth

century, more and more non-Indians
»> see SHOSHONE, page 11
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entered Newah |ands; most sought only
to crossit and reach the gold fields west
of Newah country. A mgor route was
established across the northern portion
of Newah Sogo Beg, creating settle-
ments, farms, and mines. Newah
became increasingly distraught. Some
attempted to resist the mounting
invasion by military and guerrilla

Water, Air, Wind
toldus. "Take
care of us, and we
will take care of
you."

actions, thus hampering American
movement across Shoshone lands.

Theoutbresk of the U.S. Civil War
in 1860 created an intensifiedeffort by
American leaders to get the gold from
Cdlifornia,in order to financethe war.
The U.S. gppointed military men to
meset with Newah |leadersand creste a
treety that would ensure Americanssafe
passage through Shoshone lands and
grant them the right to establish
settlementsalong theroute. Finaly, a
treaty that called for" peace and
friendship" between the Western
Shoshoneand the Americanswas
mutudly agreed upon. In contrast to
other treaties between the U.S. and
someindigenous nations, thistreaty in
no way conveyed ownershipof the land
tothe U.S,; it recognized the existence
of the Wegtern Shoshone nation and
Shoshonerightsover their lands.

But theincreasing movement of
peoplefrom east to west, and their
settlementdong the way, was having a
devastating impact on Shoshone
temtory. Inforty years, food and
medicine gathering sites were destroyed
by theinvaders newly introduced
horses and cattle; accessto springsand
creeks (an absolute necessity for
survival in the high, semi-arid climate
o the Greet Basin) was stopped as
ranchersand minersassumed ownership

and control over them. It was not
unusud for the Euro-Americans
diseasestokill up to 70 percent of a
Newah community, or for cavary or
cowboys to attack our homesand
familiesin their effort to gain control
over our homeland's resources. Gold,
silver, and other minerals were discov-
ered in Newah land.

More weter was heeded for the
minesand the boom-townsthat repidly
gorang up. Acresand acresdf pinyon
pines, traditionaly amgjor food source
for Shoshones, were cut and made into
charcod to run mines smelters. The
destructiond the environment directly
resulted in the destabilization of Newah
sysemsof economicsand governance.
Our peoplesuddenly found themselves
facing problems wed never known
before.

Still, despite theinvasion of Newah
temtory by people with a worldview
that dlowed and encouraged incredible
destruction of the environment,and the
pervadingimpact theinvaders actions
had on theNewah way of life, we
Western Shoshone have continued to
maintain our rightsto our territory and
our jurisdiction over it, as based on our
origina instructionsand principles.

Presently eight Western Shoshone
communitiesare located within the
43,000 square milesof Newah Sogo
Bea. TheU.S arguesthat the vast
mgority o that land was taken from the
Western Shoshone through "' gradua
encroachment," sidesteppingall
questionsregarding whether that islegal
under American or internationd law, or
mordly justifiable. Also, sincethelate
1940s, the U.S,, through theIndian
ClaimsCommission and the U.S. court
or Claims, has attempted to pressure
Wegtern Shoshonecitizensto relinquish
land titlein exchangefor alittleover a
dollar an acre, the valued theland at
1872 prices. But in the 127 yearssince
the U.S and the Western Shoshone
entered into the treaty, it has never been
abrogated. Titleto the land has never
been given by theNewah to the U.S,

Today's Per petrators
Given thesize of our homdands, the
minerdsin the region, and the genera

view by many Americansof theland as
“useless” or ""sacrificegble,” we
Wegtern Shoshoneface many chal-
lengesin protecting the bioregion in
which we were placed.

Thefur trappersaof the 19th century
are no longer around Shoshone country.
But their "' scorched river' methodology
isgtill being employed in an updated
verson by agenciesof the Federa
Governmentand by huge mining
corporations.

In recent years, in Nevada, with the
development of ore extraction methods
‘that utilizecyanideand other toxic
chemicals,a new gold mining boom has
occurred within Newah Sogo Bea
borders. Huge open ponds containing
thousands of gallonsdf deadly chemi-
calsarecommonplacearound the
mines. Newah, under the coordination
o the Western Shoshone Nationa
Council (WSNC), have begun research-
ing thefull extent of the impact of
mining practices on both persona
health and the environment, and arein
theinitial stagesof creatinga commu-
nity education campaignon these
issues.

Since 1963, nearly
/700 nuclear weapons
and "' devices" have
been exploded under-
ground in Western
Shoshone lands,
withinthe U.S.
Nuclear Test Site.

The Departmentsof Energy and
Defenseared so perpetratorsof
""'soorched river tactics. Since 1963,
nearly 700 nuclear wegponsand
""devices" have been exploded under-
ground in southern Newah homeands,
withinthe U.S. Nuclear Test Site. No
agreement,formal or informa,exists
that givesthe U.S. permissonto

detonate nuclear wegponsor devices
»>> see SHOSHONE, page 19
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Declar ation
of Quito

July 1990

Indigenous Allianceof the Americas
on 500 Yearsof Resistance

The Continental Gathering “500 Y ears of
Indian Resistance," with representatives
from 120 Indian Nations, International
Organizations and Fraternal Organizations,
meeting in Quito, Ecuador, July 17-20,
1990, declare before the world the follow-
Ing:

We Indiansof Americahave never abandoned our constant
struggleagaing the conditions of oppression, discrimination
and exploitation which wereimposed upon us asaresult of
the European invasion of our ancestral territories.

Our struggleis not a mereconjunctura reflectionof the
memory of 500 years of oppressionwhich theinvaders,in
complicity with the™ democratic' governmentsof our coun-
tries, want to turn into events of
jubilation and celebration. Our

Indian People, Nationsand
nationalitiesare basing our

sruggleon our identity, which ~ This struggle is less isolated and more
organized. We are now completely
conscious that our total liberation can
only be expressed through complete
exercise of our self-determination.

shdl leed usto trueliberation.
We areresponding aggres-
sively, and commit ourselvesto
reject this" celebration.”

Thestruggle of our People
has acquired anew quality in
recent times. Thisstruggle is
lessisolated and moreorganized. We are now completely
consciousthat our totd liberation can only be expressed
through completeexercise of our salf-determination. Our
unity is based in thisfundamentd right. Our self-determina
tionisnot just asimpledeclaration.

We must guarantee the necessary conditionsthat permit the
complete exercise of our salf-determination; and thisin turn
must be expressed as completeautonomy for our Peoples.
Without Indian self-governmentand without control of our
territoriesthere can be no autonomy.

To achievethisobjectiveisaprincipa task of the Indian
Peoples. However, through our struggleswe havelearned that
our problemsare not different, in many respects, from thoseof
other popular sectors. We are convinced that we must march
dongsidethe peasants, the workers, the marginalized sectors,
together with the intellectualscommitted to our cause, in order
to destroy the dominant system of oppression and construct a
new society, pluraistic, democraticand humane, in which
peaceis guaranteed.

The existing nation-statesof the Americas, their constitu-
tionsand fundamental laws are judicial/political expressions
that negate our socio-economic, culturad and politica rights.

From thispoint in our genera drategy of struggle, we
congider it to bea priority that we demand completestructural
change; change which recognizesthe inherent right to self-
determinationthrough the Indian Peopl€e's own governments
and through the control of our temtories.

Our problems will not be resolved through the self-serving
politicsaf governmental entities which seek integration and
ethno-development.

It is necessary to have an integral transformation &t the
leve of the Stateand nationd society; that isto say, the
cregtion of a new nation.

In this Gathering it has been clear that territoria rightsare a
fundamental demand of the Indigenous Peoplesof the Ameri-
cas

Based on these aforementioned reflections, the
organizationsunitedin the First Continental Gather-

ing of IndigenousPeoplesreaffirm:

1 Our emphatic rejection of the Quincentennid celebra
tion, and the firm promisethat we will turn that date into an
occasion to strengthen our process of continental unity and

strmggle towards our

The struggle of our People has libezratﬁn-_f
i itv i ; . Ratify our
acquired a new quality in recent times. § _ ° -

of seif- BT ARSIt

and conquest of oyr

autonomy, in the

framework of netion
states, under a new

I popular order, respect-
ing .

whiF Rt

determinesfor their struggleand project.

3. Affirmour decision to defend our culture, education,
and religion asfundamental to our identity as Peoples,
reclaimingand maintaining our own formsof spiritual lifeand
community coexistence,in an intimaterel ationship with our
Moather Nature.

4. Weregject the manipulation of organizationswhich are
linked to thedominant sectorsof society and have no indig-
enous representation, who usurp our name for (their own)

»> see QUITO, page 13
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imperidist interests. At the same time we affirm our
choiceto strengthen our own organizations, without
excluding or isolating oursalvesfrom other popular
gruggles.

5. Werecognizetheimportant role that theindigenous
womean playsin the strugglesof our Peoples. We under-
stand the necessity to expand women's participationin our
organizationsand we reaffirm that it isone struggle, men
and women together, in our liberation process, akey
question in our political practices.

6. Thelndian Peoplesconsider it vital to defend and
conserveour natural resources, which right now arebeing
atacked by thetransnationd corporations. We arecon-
vinced that thisdefensewill beredlized if it isthelndian
Peoples who adminigter and control the territories where
welive, according to our own principles of organization
and commund life.

7. Weopposenationa judicid structureswhich arethe
result of the processdf colonizationand neo-colonization.
We seek aNew Socid Order that embracesour traditiona
exercised Common Law, an expression of our cultureand
formsd organization. We demand that we berecognized
as Peoples under International Law, and that thisrecogni-
tion beincorporatedinto the respective Nation States.

8. Wedenouncethevictimizationof our Indian Peoples
through violenceand persecution, which congtitutesa
flagrant violation o human rights. We demand respect for
our right tolife, to land, to free organization and expression
of our culture. At thesame time we demand the releasecf
our leaderswho are held as politica prisoners, an end to
repression, and restitution for the harms caused us

The Indian Nationsand | ndigenousOrganizationswhich
have participatedin the First Continental Gathering of
Indian Peopleswant to show our acknowledgementand
thanksto our sister organizationsdf Ecuador for their
effortstowards the successof thisevent. We wart to
expressour solidarity with the struggled the Ecuadorian
IndigenousPeoplefor liberty and democracy.

Our actions should be geared towards strengtheningour
grassroots organi zationsand towardsachieving greater
levelsd coordinationand communication with al popular
sectors.

Thecontinental campaign for 500 years of Indigenous
and popular Res stance should be empowered by the
participationof dl Indian Nationsand organizations, so
that we becomea truedternative force. Theresponseto
1992 should be Mobilizationand Unity.

Thearticulation of our Campaign should be governed by
the principled solidarity with all People's strugglesfor
liberation, and by redlizing multilateral relationsat the
international level.

Quito, 21 Julio de 1990.

Reprinted with permission from Border/Lines (Winter
1991/1992).

The Off-Again,
On-Again Garbage
Dump

Los Coyotes Update

by Marina Ortega

In Southern Californiathe battle over theLos Coyotes
dump project — aproposed 1,500 acredump on theLos
Coyotesreservation in northern San Diego County to take
much of the County's trash — iscontinuingon into the new
year. Despitean initial defeat of the projectin June 1991 by
theLosCoyotes Band (Sse RPE Summer 1991), Chambers
Company of Pittsburgh, PA gained approva in February
1992 to continue environmental studiesfor the dump.

ChambersCompany had supplied rental carsfor pro-
dump Band membersand flew in memberswho residein
other statesto attend the February 1992 triba mesting.
Promisesof additiona monthly paymentsto the Band
during thestudy period completed the package, and the
Band authorized a resolution to continue*' studiesonly.™ An
Authorization Agreement was drawn up by Chambers
Company and signed by thetriba council memberswithout
final approva of the Band; the agreement was gpproved by
theBureau of Indian Affairson Augugt 18, 1992. This
approva came despite protestsof Band members regarding
aConfidentiaity Clausein the Agreement, which would
restrict the participation o Band membersin their own
environmental review process.

To date, however, no studies have been doneand no
payments have been madeto the Band. A front pagearticle
in the Wall Street Journal on October 21 reveded why:
Chambers Company is scrambling for cash and trying to
sell off assetsafter a phony accounting schemewas
disclosed and thecompany admitted losing $16 millionin
1989, $41 in 1990 and $72 millionin 1991. Thisdiscovery
resulted in adew o shareholder suitsand an investigation
by the Securitiesand ExchangeCommission and the
American Stock Exchange. Besides the questionablestate
of their financia stability, Chambers ethica practicesare
asoin question, regarding the wining and dining of
officias, the recruitment of locd politiciansto assist with
permits, and the hiring of two Virginiastate legidatorsto
lobby citizens groups opposed to Chambers dumpsin that
date.

Yes, folks, it lookslike theBureau of Indian Affarsis
backing area winner in thisone. Meanwhile, lifegoeson
for the membersd theLos CoyotesBand in the high
mountains of Southern Cdifornia— Chambers Company
has recently informed them thet they will continueenviron-
menta studies*'in the Spring sometime.”
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ABANE
ABISHIRA
ACAXEE
ACHAGUA
ACOLAPISSA
ADOLO
AGUAPALAM
AGUSTAYA
AGUERECOTO
AIPATSE
AIRICO
ALSEA
AMARIZANE
AMNIAPE
AMOIPIRA
ANABALI
ANACE ANAJA
ANASSAZI
ANXAU
APALACHEE
APANIEEKRA
APAYSI
APIAKA
APOTO
APPAMATUCK
ARACHOMO
ARAPARABA
ARAUHI
ARAWAK
ARAWINE
ARENDARONON
AREQUENA
ARAIKEN
ARRETU
ARROHATECK
ARUA
ARUAN
ASSATEAGUE
ATABACA
ATACAMAS
ATAXAL
ATNUK
ATSAHUACA
ATSUGEMI
ATTIGNEENONG-
NALIAC
AVVAGMIUT
AYANARE
AZURE
BACIROA
BAENA
BAENAN
BAKAIRI
BAMINGUO
BARRAGUA
BARRIA
BEARRIVER

Partial listing of thos
did not survive the |

BEOTHUK
BETOYE
BITURNA
BOCALO
BORRADO
CABEME
CACATIO
CACHIBE
CACHOPOSTAL
CAHOKIA
CAHUARANO
CAIQUETIOS
CALUSA
CAMACUA
CAMAUIROS
CAMMURI
CANAUNCACK
CAPE ESPENBERG
ESKIMO
CAPENOME
ESKIMO
CAPOSEPOCK
CAPUENI
CARACA
CARIGUANO
CARIJO
CARW
CATAWISHI
CATTACHIPTI-
COCAUYA
CHAIMA
CHAKCHIUMA
CHARCAS
CHAWANOKE
CHAYOPIN
CHEMAKUM
CHESAPEAKE
CHIBCHA
CHICHAS
CHICHIMECS
CHILULA
CHIMALAKWE
CHIMARIKO
CHINAPA
CHINIPAS
CHOLON
CHOPTANK
CLATSKANIE
COACA

COAHUILTECO
COLUMBIA
CONCHO
CONDORI
CONE
CONESTOGA
CONICARI
CONOQY
COSTANO
COUROPO
COWICHAN
CUACHICHIL
CUITA
CUMANAGOTO
CUSABO
CUMANAGOTO
CUSABO
CUTTATAWOMEN
DIHAI KUTCHIN
EASTERN PUEBLO
EHWAE

ERIE

ESOPUS
ESPINHOS
ESSELEN

EYAK

FISH RIVER
ESKIMO
GAMELLA
GARAYA
GEYER
GINGASKINS
GOIA

GUACEU
GUALACHI
GUAMAR
GUAMO
GUAMONTE
GUANANO
GUANARE
GUANARENA
GUANECO
GUARATEGAJA
GUASSAVE
GUATO
GUAYKERI
GUAZAPAR
GUENGUEU
GUICURU

GUIRE
GUZLO
HALCHIDHOMA
HATTERAS
HAURI
HABITO
HOCHELAGAN
HOUSATONIC
HUARPE
HUCHNOM
HUITE
ILLINOIS
IPOTEWAT
ITOGAPUK
JABUTI
JABUTIFED
JAMANO
JAMUNOLA
JANAMBRE-PISON
JANO
JACOME
JOVA
JUANCA
JUCA
JUMANO
KABIXIANA
KALAPUYA
KAMBIWA
KAMIA
KANGIGMIUT
KARANKAS
KARANKAWA
KARANKAWAS
KARITIANA
KATAWIAU
KATIANA
KAUWERAK
KAXARAI
KAYUIXANA
KECOUGHTAN
KEPKIRIWAT
KHIONONTA-
TERONON
PETUN
KIBOKOK
KICHTAWANK
KIGIRKTARUGMIUT
KILLACAS
KIRIKINAQ

KISKIACK
KITANEMUK
KITTEEGARYUMIUT
KOCHAPAMPAS
KOKAMA
KOYUKON
KRADAU
KREM-YE
KRIKATI
KUJIJENERI
KUNIBA
KAPUGMIUT
KURINA
KURUAYA
KUSTENAO
KUUNGMUIT

/‘
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(as a reference, during ths
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Western
1492: 112.554,
1980: 28,264,
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1519: 30,000,(
1620: 1,600,0

North
1492: 18,000,
1980: 2,000,0

Yana Nati
1492

1910

1929

1973

From Robert Venables,
There a Holocaust?"
(Fall 1990); repri

KUYANAWA
KWALHIOQUA
LAGUNERO
LARICAJAS
LASSIK
LAYANA
LITTLE DIOMEDE
LOLACA
LORETTE HURON
LUCALIA
LUCAYAN
MUCHAPUNGA
MACQOYAHUI
MAFILITO

MAIBA

MANAU

MANICO
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e Native Nations that
nvasion 1492-19092.

MANITENER]
MANITSAWA
MANOA
MANSO
MARAGUA
MARAKANA
MARAWA
MARICHE
MASSACHUSET
MASSAPEGUA
MATANAWI
MATCHOTIC
MATINECOCK
MEHERRIN
MATTOLE
MEJEPUNE
MAYE -

tes of Population

ame period, the population of
lipkied five- to ten-fold.)

emisphere
) American Indians
American Indians

Mexico
American Indians
American Indians

Mexico
American Indians
American Indians

(California)
30 people
Ipeople
Ipeople
) people

18 Cost of. Columbus: Was
rtheast Indian Quarterly
| froms Border/Lines.

MEJEPURE

MESQUITE
METOAC
MIALAT
MICHOACAN
MIRANIA
MOBILE
MOLALA
MONACAN
MONDE
MORATICO
MORCOTE
MOSOPELEA
MUCURI
NANSATICO
NANSEMOND
NARAVUTE
NATCHEZ

NEGRITO
NEUSIOK
NEUTRAL
NISEMAM
NOMLAKI
NONGATL
NOTTOWAY
NUATAAGMUIT
NLIVORUGMIUT
NLIVORUGMIUT
OCANA
OFAIE
OMURANO
OPISCOPANK
ORAPAKS
oTl
OTOMACO
PAAC
PAACHIQUI
PACAJA
PACAJIS
PACAO
PACHAL
PACHAQUE
PACIA
PACPUL
PACUACHE
PAJALAT
PALENQUE
PALMELAS
PAMAREKE
PAMAYA
PAME
PAMLICO
PAMPAS
PAMPOPA
PANAMINT
PAPANA
PAPANAC
PARACONQOSKO
PARAWA
PARECA
PARIAS
PASPAHEGH
PASTALOCA
PASTIA
PATACAL
PATAGUO
PATUMACO

PATUXENT
PATZAU
PAUDACOTO
PAUSANE
PAUXI
PAUXIANA
PAVIOTSO
PAYANKATANK
PAYAYA
PYAGUAN
PENACOOK
PIRATININGA
PIRITU
PISSASEC
PITAGMUIT
PITAHAY
PITALAC
PMI
POCOMOKE
POCUMTUCK
PORT CLARENCE
ESKIMO
POTAUNK
POTCHAYICK
POTEESKEIT
POTIGWAR
POTOMAC
PTOPACO
POTUARA
PUDUITENE
PULACUAM
PUROKOTO
PURUPURU
QAVVIARAGMIUT
QUACOHAMAOCK
QUAQUA
QUEM
QUIRIGUIRE
QUIYONGHCO-
HANNOCK
RAMA-RAMA
ROANOKE
ROTI
SACUACHE
SAINT LAWRENCE
SAKUYA
SAMAMPAC
SAMPANAL
SANAMAIKA

SANAQUE
SANPOLI
SARACUAM
SECACAWONI
SEDGE ISLAND
SEMONAN
SHAMAPENT
SHISHMAREF
SIAGUAN
SICASICAS
SINKYONE
SINSINK
SIQUIPIL
SOKOKI
SONAYAN
STADACONAN
SULUJAM
SUMA
SUSQUEHANNOCK
TACAME
TACAYUMA
TECUNYAPE
TAGARE
TAKELMA
TAKUATEP
TAMANACO
TAMORO
TAPARITA
TAPE
TAPGAAMIUT
TAPUIUCU
TARUMA
TATAVIAM
TAUXENENT
TEHUECO
TEMISKAMING
TEMORE
TEPACUACHE
TEPAHUE
TEPEHUAN
TEQUE
THOMPSON
TIKIGAGMIUT
TILIJAS
TILLAMOOK
TILPACOPAL
TIMUCUA
TISEPMA

TOBAJAN
TOBOSO
TORA
TSETSAUT
TSUVA
TUBAR
TUBATULABAL
TUCUJU
TUCUYO
TUNXIS
TUTELO
TWANA
TXAKAMEKRA
UMASUYOS
UMIRAJARA
URUMI
UTUGGAGMIUT
WAILAKA
WAILAKI
WAINUMA
WAITACA
WALESESKIMO
WAPPINGER
WAPPO
WARAICU
WARRASKOYACK
WAYORO
WEANOCK
WEAPEMEOC
WENRO
WEROWOCOMOCO
WHILKUT
WICHIYELA
WICOCOMOCO
WIECHQUAE-
SKECKS
WYACHTONOK
XIPAYA
XIXIME
YAHI
YAMASSEE
YAMEO
YANA
YANYUME
YBANOMA
YORICA
YOUGHTANUND
YUBERI
YUKI
YUMA
YUNCAS
YURAS
YURI
ZACATEC
ZAPARO
ZURINA
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Thefollowingis fromaninterview
with Chief Bill Redwing Tayac of the
Piscataway people, conducted by Phil
TajitsuNash. Init, Chief Tayac stresses
the unity of native peoplesthroughout
the Americasand outlines some of their
many struggles, in particular thefight
to maintaintheir land.

Spanish or Portuguese, Indiansareal
one peoplestretchingfrom thetip of
North Americato thetip of South
America

Thedominant society has divided us,
cutting up our land into dices they call
countries. But we arestill a people.
And not asmdl group of people. There
are tensof millionsaf Indian peoplein
the Western Hemisphere. With modem

uranium, and timber. Familieslikethe
Heardsin Californiameade a fortuneby
taking gold out of there, but the people
till living there are among the poorest

in theUnited States.

Thisis where the massacreof Indian
peopleknown as Wounded Knee took
place 100 years ago, and where the
American Indian Movement madea
stand in 1973 that helped to spark the
modem Indian movement for dignity
and sdf-government.

Struggles Unite Native Peoples
An | nterview with Chief Tayac

My nameisBilly Redwing Tayac. |
am the hereditary chief of the
Piscataway people, who areindigenous
to Maryland, Washington, D.C., and
northern Virginia. Our present ceremo-
nid ground and spiritua and political
center islocated in what iscalled Port
Tobacco, in Maryland. Over theyears,
| haveworked for the reclamation of
Indian people. We haveso many
people who havelost their way, who
don't know anything about their
traditionsor religion. Thiswork
involves' de-Angloization,” or bringing
our peopleback to theearth, back to
being Indian people. Itishad to bean
Indian in any city becausewe are
separated from theearth by concrete.
Wecan’t fed the power of theearth, the
wind, the trees.

All people, regardlessaf color, were
a onetime tied to theearth. Even the
Europeans had tribes tied to theearth.
Theearth iseverything to everybody.

My father, Chief Turkey Tayac, was
atraditional chief, but | was much more
interestedin joining with other Indians
in groupssuch as the American Indian
Movement. Through AIM, | cameto
redizethat to bean Indian today, one
mud transcend tribalism. Wearearace
o people. In theterminology of the
movement, weare''Many Nations, One
People Whether we speak English,

technology we can bein instant
communication with our relativesin El
Sdvador, in the Brazilian rainforest.

EuropeansTried to Destroy Us

The Europeansinvaded all our land,
not just the United States, Panama, or
Brazil. They invaded an entire hemi-
sphereand tried their best to destroy a
racedf peopleand ther culturesand
religions. Itisaholocaust that cannot
be compared to anything elsein the
history of humanity. Even today, in the
20th Century, Indian peoplear e not
considered a part of mankind. An
exampled thisisthat in the United
Nations, al other racesdf people—
black, whiteand yellow — arerepre-
sented. Red peoplehave no voice. If
atrocitiesoccur againgt us, weas Indian
people haveto go to the oppressor
government, whether Brazil, El Salvar
dor or the United States, to voice our
concerns. This pardld would belikea
Jaw going to Hitler to express his
concernsabout the horribleextermina-
tion policiesdirected towards his people
in the 1940s.

Oneof themgor areas where Indian
peopleare fighting back isin the Black
Hillsarea of South Dakota. TheLakota
and other people consider thissacred
ground. Butitisasoonedf therichest
100 squaremileson earth, with gold,

Thisreminds me of an important
lesson | havelearned over the years
about the useof terminology. When the
Nazis occupied France during World
Wear 11, those who opposed them were
called"'freedom fighters.” When Indian
peoplehavefought back against the
taking o our land, we have been cdled
"hodtiles” or "communigs” Likewise,
when Sioux warriorsdefeated United
Stateswarriors at LittleBig Hornin
1876, the popular presscalledit a
"massacre" However, when the United
States cavalry machine-gunned un-

~ armed men, women and children a

Wounded Kneein 1890, it wascaled a
"battle" by the popular press. It took
over 70 yearsfor the record to be set
gtraight and for the eventsto bereferred
to by the namesthey deserve: the Battle
o Little Big Horn and The Massacreat
Wounded Knee.

Therearelndian Wars continuing
today — yes, today — in Guatemaa
and El Sdvador. The daughter of

" Indian people by a dominant European

society continues. For example,
Guatemdaisa country with 85% Indian
people, but the Indian peopledon't rule
Guatemala Thestandingarmy rules.

Mestizosar e Really I ndians
Governmentsdon't liketo classify
>> see CHIEF TAYAC page 17
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thesepeopleas Indians. What some
call mestizos, Hipanicsor Chicanosare
redly Indians. They arenat classified
that way becausedf paper genocide.
They would prefer to kill them, aswith
the 38,000killed in the 1930sin El
Sdvador. Everyonewho looked a
certain way or who wore certain

clothing was shot and killed indiscrimi-
nately. Mexicanstoday with dark
complexionsand black hair will deny
they arelndians. They will say,"”'l ana
Mexican." They havebeen brain-
washed, because the lowest peopleon
theladder arethe Indians. Who wants
to be part of that group?

Therisedf the American Indian
Movement in the late 1960s hel ped to
restorea senseof pride. Peoplewereno
longer ashamed to be Indian. They
demanded that trestiesbe upheld. They
demanded to be treated as human
beings. AIM brought back the tradi-
tions, customs and religionsto thou-
sands, maybe millions, of Indian
people.

When someonecommitted a murder
of an Indian person anywherearound
the country, AIM people went thereto
ask why that murder resulted inonly a
mandaughter chargeif the defendant
was European American and the dead
men wasan Indian. When Indian
peoplewere med by al-whitejuries,
they were moreoften than not found
guilty. Despitebeing only hdf of one
percent of the United States population,
we have the highest rate of imprison-
ment of any group.

| would likeit if every American
would takea history book and look at
thepictureof Chief Big Foot frozenin
his graveat Wounded Knee. These
people wereonly seeking food to exist,
and the United States exerted military
might againsgt them. Today, this
military might still exists on the Indian
reservations. They usetheir"'legd
bullets," the FBI and BIA (Bureau of
Indian Affairs) to comeontoreserva
tionsand investigateand imprison the
Indian people. We stood up and
exposed the BIA’s corruptionin our
occupationof BIA headquartersin
1972, and stood up and showed the

world that Indian people were till dive
in our stand at Wounded Kneein 1973.
| hed thefortunein theearly 1970s
of meeting asurvivor of the 1890
Wounded Knee massacre. 1t seemed s0
impossiblethat it could have occurred,
until you think about the My Lai
massacreand the other horribleinci-
dentsin Vietham. Many Indians, like
AIM leader Bill Means, served in
Vietnam, and recognized that, as
soldiers, they wereoppressors. Then at
Wounded Kneein 1973, he was being
shot at by the same soldiers he hed
served with. Theimportant lesson is
that the Indians serving in Vietnam felt
akinship with the Vietnamese.

We Area Sover eign Peoples

Thisfeding of being outside the
American government hasits rootsin
thefact that we are sovereign people
who were here thousands of years
before Columbus. However, despite
referendumsin 1920 and 1922 where
we sad we did nat want to be made
United Statescitizens, we were forced
[to becitizens] by the American Indian
Citizenship Act of 1924. Then,
compoundingour problems was the
Wheder-Howard Act of 1934, which
set up mbal corporations on Indian
lands. Somesdll-out Indian person
would be mede chairman of theloca
branch o thisfederal agency, and then
he could sign away our rightsto land or
mineras. Thesetriba chairmenalso
tried to take power away from our
traditiond chiefs, using the lure of
federal education or housing benefits.
Fortunately, many o the Indian people
did not fall for this trap.

Thereareother issuesin Indian
country. At Big Mountain in the
Southwest, the Hopi and Navgjoare
being rel ocated because minerds were
found under theland. Once peopleare
relocated and given asmall settlement,
they have no skills for living in a town.
Six months|ater, they are broke,
homeless, and wanting to go home
agan.

In Western Minnesota, thousands of
acresof land have been taken at the
White Earth Reservation. Indian people
who hed legitimateclaims were not

told, and the government sold the lands
to whites.

Indian Wars Continue

In Canadalast summer, the Indian
Warscontinued. The Canadian
government brought tanks to Indian
reservationsand held a sSege at Oka.
Less than 150 Mohawks protestingthe
proposed useof an ancestral buriad
ground for agolf course were sur-
rounded by 5,000 federa troops.

Theselndian Warswill never be
over until the Indian peopleget their
land back. Would the Jews accept
money for the WailingWall? The Pope
accept money for the Vatican? Woulda
Maodem accept money for thesale of
Mecca? No, we can never accept the
loss, the theft of ancestral lands. And
becauselndian peopleared| one
people, we can never forget Wounded
Kneg, just like the Japanese American
peoplecan never forget the internment
their people suffered [during World
war II].

Even today in the United States,
thereare Native American political
prisoners such as Leonard Peltier, who
has served 15 yearsof two consecutive
lifetimesentencesfor murdershedd
not commit.

Wed| need to band together today
to save Mother Earth. We should be
making food so that no oneis hungry.
Every person should have shelter and
hedlth care. Thereshould be no
dominant classbased on color of skin or
gender. There should be no dominant
country becauseof theamount of
money they have or the power they
wield. All human beings should come
together for the good of theearth.

Theedersonce told me thet the
Indian people were spared so that we
can be the drivingforce to save Mother
Earth. Theashesof our ancestors have
been intermingled with the earth on this
continent for millennia. In this 500th
anniversary o the coming together with
Europeans, it isagood timeto remem:
ber this.

Reprinted from Rethinking Colum-
bus, Rethinking Schools Special
Edition.
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were producingover $1 billion worth of
uranium annually for foreign multina:
tionds. An areathesizedf Francein
northern Quebec has been devastated by
hydroel ectric development, the huge
James Bay project which isthe largest
manipulation of a subarcticecosystem
in history. Thelandsflooded are those
of Creeand Inuit — two peoples who
havelived therefor 10,000 years or
more, in acarefully balanced way of
life. Today, thousands moreface
relocation, as new dams are proposed
for European duminum interests(who
will locate in Quebec to secure cheap
electricity) and American consumers.
Thedevadtation of the ecosystems and
the peopleisrelentless. In short, the
problem or challengeposed by 1992 is
theinvasion,and the redlity that
continues.

We understand thet "'to get the
rainforest, you must first kill the
people and that is why since 1900,
one-thirdof al indigenous nationsin
the Amazon have been decimated,
while during the same time one-quarter
of theforest hasdisappeared. Thereisa
direct relationship between how
industria society consumesland and
resources, to how it consumes peoples.
In the past 150 years, we have seen the
extinctionof more speciesthan since
theiceage. And, since 1492, we have
witnessed the extinction of more that
2,000 indigenous peoplesfrom the
western hemisphere. Whereare the
Wappo, the Takelma, the Natchez and
the Massachuset?

Mogt disgraceful of all isthe self-
congratulatory hoopla underway in
mog colonia and neo-colonid states.
In 1992, the governmentsaof Spain,
Italy, the US and 30 other countriesare
hosting thelargest public celebration of
thiscentury, to mark the 500th year
anniversary of thearrivd of ""western
civilization™ in the hemisphere. As
planned it will outstrip the bicentennials
of the Declaration of |ndependence, the
US Condtitutionand the French
Revolution in scaleand cost, and in the
samecallousrewriting of history. The
multi-billiondollar officia extrava-

ganzafeatured:

« A spaceship race to Marsbetween
three solar powered space ships named
after Columbus's shipsthe Nina, Pinta
and SantaMaria;

« A Tal Shipsregatta, featuring
replicasof Columbus's original vessels
which left Spain in the spring of 1992
for atour of the Americas,

» Expo '92 in Seville, involving
over 100 countries, and emphasizing
Spain's contributions to world culture.

(Fidel Castro hasbeen the only
leader of awestern hemispheric country
to condemn the celebrations of Colum-
bus. Inan addressto atrade union
conferencein Cuba (in 1985), Castro
frightened hisaudience by saying, "'l
feel Indian. | fed aborigind. | fed
equal toyou dl." Helabdled"ill-
fated" this October 12 date, after which
"our peoples have been raped and
reduced to davery by the conquerors.”
Accordingto Castro, thisso called
discovery ™ opened” one of the most
shameful pagesdf world higtory.)

Itisin thefaceof this" celebration of
genocide," that thousands of indigenous
peoplesare organizing to commemorate
their resistance, and to bring to aclose
the 500-year-long chapter of the
invasion. Indigenousorganizationslike
CONAIE (Confederationaf Indigenous
Nationalitiesof Ecuador), SAIIC (South
and Central American Indian Informa:
tion Center), and IndigenousWomen's
Network, Seventh Generation Fund, the
Indian Treaty Council, UNI (from the
Brazilian Amazon), and other groups
have worked to bring forth theindig-
enousoutlook on 500 years.

For severd years, indigenous people
gppeded to the United Nationsto
designate 1992 as the"'year of the
indigenouspeoples.” They faced tiff
oppositionfrom Spain, the US and other
"pro-Columbus’ nations. Instead, 1993
has been designated as such. However,
anumber of indigenousnationsare
actively working on the United Nations
Environment Program Conferencein
1992 in Brazil, demanding among other
things, full participation of indigenous
peoplesin the' nation state’™ agenda.

CONAIE and other groups hosted an

intercontinental meeting of indigenous
peoplesin Quito, Ecuador,in July of
1990. The meeting brought together
hundreds of peoplefrom throughout the
Americas, to sharein common histories,
drategiesto mark 1992, and to plan for
the next 500 years. The meeting was
hailed by the Native peoplein atten-
danceasafulfillment of a treditional
prophecy of the Runa peopleof Mexico.
The prophecy reportsthat many years
ago, theindigenous peoplesdf the
Americas weredividedinto two groups,
the peopledf the Eagle (thosefrom the
north) and the peopledf the Condor
(thosefrom the south). According to
the prophecy, when the tears of the
Eagleand the Condor arejoined, anew
eracf lifeand spirit will beginfor
Native people. As thedelegatesjoined
in work, prayer and ceremony, they felt
ajoining o thevison and the people.
According the CONAIE, "the basic
objectivesof amobilization areto
recover thedignity of the peoplesand
reject all formsof submission, colonia
practicesand neo-coloniaism.”

A number of other meetingsand
conveningshave been held, includinga
huge First PeoplesGathering held this
past Junein Winnipeg, Manitoba, and
attended by over 500 representatives
from the Americas. Other work
continues between indigenousnations,
internaly in the communities,and in
codlition with other groups. A seriesof
tribunalson colonialism are proposed in
severd locationsin North America, as
are educational and cultural events. A
number of Nativewriters, including
Gerdd Vizenor, M. Scott Momaday,
LouiseErdrich, Joy Harjo and others
arecompleting books and anthologies
on the500 years. And agreat number
of indigenouspeoplesare calingon
other groups—nationdly and interna:
tiondly —to mobilizeon 1992 asa year
to Protect the Earth and Peopled the
Earth.

Indeed, the ecologica agendais
what many indigenous people believe
can, and mugt, uniteall people around
1992. That agendacallsfor everyoneto

take aggressiveaction to stop the
»> see STILL HERE, page 21
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destruction of the Earth, essentidly to
end the biological, technologicad and
ecological invasion/conquest which
began with that ill-fated voyage 500
years pad.

In amesting in Iquitos, Peru, hdd in
May of 1990, Indiansof the Amazon
called on ecologists from around the
world to join acampaign againgt the
1992 celebrationsby moving boycotts
and protestsagainst countriesand
companiesfurthering destruction of the
rain forest and other indigenous
homelands. The Nativedd egates asked
groupslike Greenpeeace, the World
Wildlife Fund, and othersto pressure
South American governmentsand
companies to repect Indian rightsand
back Native demandsfor autonomy
over their landbase. "Weare apart of
nature,”" said the Indians, inggting that
the best wey to stop devagtation of the
environmentis to support therightsof
indigenous peoplewho livethere to
continued sel f determination,and a way
of life. Thesegroupsdso point to
thousands of yearsdf sustainable
development™ based on an indigenous
model, asonecrucia piecefor the
future. Thusfar there hasbeen some
interest in thiscodition with indigenous
groups, but the response has been
limited, at best. (A recent exampleof
the conflict surfacedthis past Junein
Ecuador, when severa North American
environmenta groups essentidly cut a
deal with CONOCO over the opposition
of indigenous peoples) Thereis, need-
less to say, agreat ded o work to do.

Throughit all, indigenouspeople
will continueto gtruggle. Itisthis
legacy to resistancethat, perhaps more
than any other single activity, denotes
the essenced 1992. After dl the
hooplaand celebration by thecolonia
governmentsis done, the Native voice
prevails. It islikeacongtant rumble of
distant thunder, and it says through the
wind: "wearedive. Weare ill here”

WinonaLaDuke isawriter and
activist who livesin Moose Factory,
Ontario. Thisessay isreprintedwith
the author's permission from Border/
Lines(Winter 1991/1992).

<< from EDI TOR 'S NO TE S, page 2

A memory cannot hold her child or
protect hisfamily.

The pricedf surviva wasand
continuesto be very high for Native
Nations. May o usare descendants
o prisonersof war, livingon smdl
idandsof what wasonceour home-
lands. We mug continudly fight for
water and land rights, for rdligious
freedom, for equitable treetment in
the courts, and for dignity asapeople.

In our homeland, we now have the
highest rated infant mortdity, the
highest retes of teen suicide, of
acoholism,df unemployment, and
poverty. Theseconditionswere
caused by the unjust and inhumane
treatment Native people have hed to
endurefor 500 years.

If anything, we aresurvivors. Our
spiritual tiesto our Mother, the Earth,
have kept us strong in timesof great
hardship.

Thewordsaof our grandmothers
and grandfathershave taught us
respect for theweb d lifeand the
interdependenced al thingsin the
universe. The stories passad down
through the oral tradition remind us
that weareall connected.

At this turning point in history, the
eldersremind us that the pathswe
choosetoday arecritical tosustaining
the Native Nationsdf tomorrow. We
dl bear the responsibility of making
choicesthat will affectthe generations
tocome,

Aswelook toward the next 500
years, we can be encouraged by the
increasing number of strong Native
voicesthat are surfacing from the
pervasiveoppressond thepast to
hel p enlighten our journeys.

In thisissuedf RPE, we have
collected the insightful wordsof some
of Native America’s most clear and
articulate thinkers — writers whose
wordseducate, anger and inspire us

Their words help to bring clarity
and vison to somed thecritical
issuesfacing today's Native Nations.

Asyou will seg, itislong past time
for Native people to hald the pen.

— Valerie Taliman, Guest Editor

<<fromNO CELEBRATION,page 28

glossover the history of theexcesses of
Western civilization, especidly when
those excessesarethe root causeof
deplorableconditionstoday. Both church
and gtate would do well to commit some
small potsdf gold, gained in ways the
world knows, to bringing somerelief to
the suffering and some messuredf justice
todll.

The United States could start by
upholdingitstreaty promises— asitis
bound to do by the Condtitutionthat calls
tregtiesthe"' Supremelaw of theLand."
Churchescould start by dedicating money
to theeradication o thosediseases thet
Native peoplestill diefrom in such
disproportionately high numbers— hepa
titis, influenza, pneumonia, tuberculoss.

Church and state could start defending
our religiousfreedom and stop further
destruction d our holy places. The
generd society could help moreof our
children grow into hedthy adults just by
eiminating dehumanizingimagesdof
Native peoplein popular culture. Stereo-
typesof usas sportsmascotsor nameson
leisure vans cannot be worth thelow self-
esteem they cause.

Native peopleare few in number —
under two million in the United States,
where thereare, even with recent law
changes, more deed Indiansin museums.
and educationa ingtitutionsthen thereare
live onestoday. Mostdf usarein
economic surviva modeon adaily basis,
and many o usarebobhing about in the
middledf the maingtream just treeding
water. Thisleaves preciousfew aganst
great odds to do our part to change the
world.

Itis necessary and wdl past timefor
othersto amplify our voicesand find their
own to tell their neighborsand inditutions
that 500 yearsd this history is more than
enough and mugt cometo an end.

Thisyear, Native people will memori-
alizethosewho did not survive the
invason o 1492. Itisfitting for othersto
join usat thistimeto begin an eraof
respect and rediscovery, tofind anew
world beyond 1992.

Suzan Shown Harjo, who isCheyenne
and Muskogee, is the national coordina-
tor of the 1992 Alliance, a coalition of
Native groups. Thisessay first appeared
in Newsweek.



Page Twenty-Four

Fall 1992

Race, Poverty & the Environment

<< from REREADING THE PAST, page 1
thingsl haveindde.

| unzip the bag and remove a brush
or acomb, maybeapair of dark glasses.
A tubedf lipstick works best. " Thisis
ny lipstick,” | say. "' There, that proves
itismy purse" They don't buy it and,
in fact, aremildly outraged that | would
pry into someone's possessions with
such utter disregardfor her privacy.
(I've derted the student to thedemon-
gration beforethe class, but nooneedse
knows thet.)

It's timeto moveon: "OK, if it's
Nikki's purse, how do you know? Why
areyou all so pogtiveit's not my
purse?’ Different answers. We saw
you takeit; that's her lipstick, we know
you don't wear lipstick; thereisstuff in
therewith her nameaon it. Toget the
point across, | even offer to helpin their
effort to prove Nikki's possession: "If
we had atest on the contentsof the
purse, who would do better, Nikki or
I7* ""Whoselabor earned the money that
bought the thingsin the purse, mine or
Nikki's?* Obviousquestions, obvious
ansvers.

| makeoneladt try to keep Nikki's
purse "What if | said | discoveredthis
purse, then would it be mine?* A little
laughter ismy reward, but | don't get
any takers; they still think the purseis
rightfully Nikki's.

"So," | ask,"Why do wesay that
Columbus discovered America?"

Wasit Discovery?

Now they begin to seewhat I've
been leading up to. | ask aseriesof
questionswhich implicitly link Nikki's
purseand thendians land: Werethere
people on theland before Columbus
arrived? Who had been on theland
longer, Columbusor thelndians? Who
knew theland better? Who put their
[abor into making theland produce?
Thegtudentssee where I'm going — it
would be hard not to. "And yet," |
continue,""What isthefirgt thing that
Columbus did when hearrivedin the
New World? Right: hetook posses-
sonof it. Afterall, he had discovered
the place.

We tak about phrases other than
"discovery™ that textbooks could useto

describewhat Columbusdid. Students
start with phrasesthey used to describe
what | did to Nikki's purse Hestoleit;
he took it; heripped it off. And others:
Heinvaded it; heconqueredit.

| want studentsto see that the word
"discovery" isloaded. Theword itself
carriesa perspective; abias. " Discov-
ery" isthephrased thesupposed
discoverers. It's theinvaders masking
their theft. And when theword gets
repeated in textbooks, those textbooks
become, in the phrasedf one historian,
""the propagandadf the winners™

“Discovery” is the
phrase of the sup-
posed discoverers.
It’sthe invaders
masking their theft.
And when the word
gets repeated in
textbooks, those
textbooks become
“the propaganda of
the winners.”

To prepare students to examine
textbookscritically, we begin with
aternative,and rather un-sentimental,
explorationsaof Columbuss " enter-
prise," ashecdled it. The Admird-to-
be was not sailing for mereadventure
and to provethe world was round, as |
learnedin fourth grade, but to secure
the tremendous profitsthat were to be
made by reaching the Indies.

Modly | want the classto think
about the human beings Columbus was
to"discover” — and then destroy. |
reed from aletter Columbuswroteto
Lord Raphad Sanchez, treasurer of
Aragén, and onedf his patrons, dated
March 14, 1493, following hisreturn
from thefirst voyage. Hereportsbeing
enormoudy impressed by theindig-
enous people:

As soon... asthey seethat they are
safeand havelaid aside all fear, they
are very simple and honest and exceed-
ingly liberal with all they have; none of

themrefusing anything he [ sic] may
possesswhen heis asked for it, but, on
the contrary, inviting usto ask them.
They also give objectsd great value for
trifles, and content themselveswith very
little or nothing inreturn... | did not
find, as some of us had expected, any
cannibalsamong them, but, on the
contrary, men of great deference and
kindness. !

But, on an ominous note, Columbus
writesin hislog, "...should your
Majestiescommandit, all theinhabit-
ants could be taken away to Cagtile
[ Spain] ,or made slaveson theisland.
With 50 men we could subjugate them
all and make themdo whatever we
want.” 2

| ask studentsif they remember from
eementary school days what Columbus
brought back from the New World.
Studentsrecall that he returned with
parrots, plants, somegold, and afew o
the people Columbus had taken to
caling”Indians"” Thiswas
Columbuss first expedition and it is
also where most schooal textbook
accountsof Columbusend — conve-
niently. What about his second voyage?

| read to them a passagefrom Hans
Koning's fine book, Columbus. His
Enterprise;

We are now in February1495. Time
was short for sending back a good
'dividend' on the supply shipsgetting
ready for the returnto Spain. Colum-
busthereforeturned to a massive dave
raid asa meansfor filling up these
ships. The [Columbus] brothers
rounded up 1,500 Arawaks — men,
women, and children— and imprisoned
themin pensin |sabela, guarded by
men and dogs. The shipshad roomfor
no more than five hundred, and thus
only the best specimenswere loaded
aboard. The Admiral then told the
Spaniardsthey could help themselves
fromthe remainder to as many savesas
they wanted. Those whomno one chose
were simply kicked out of their pens.
Such had been the terror of these
prisonersthat (inthe descriptionby
Michele de Cuneo, one of the colonists)
'they rushed inall directionslike
lunatics, women dropping and aban-

»> see REREADING THE PAST, page 25
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doning infantsin the rush, running for
miles without stopping, fleeing across
mountainsand rivers.

Of the 500 slaves, 300 arrived alive
in Spain, where they were put up for
salein Seville by Don Juan de Fonseca,
the archdeacon of the town. 'As naked
asthe day they were born," the report of
this excellent churchman says, 'but with
no more embarrassment than animals,..”

Thisdlavetradeimmediatelyturned
out to be ‘unprofitable, for the slaves
mostly died.' Columbusdecided to
concentrateon gold, although he writes,
‘Let usinthenamed the Haly Trinity
go on sending all the davesthat can be
sold.' ? (Emphasisin Koning)

Certainly Columbuss fame should
not be limited to the discovery o
America hedso deservescredit for
initiating the trans-Atlanticdavetrade,
albeit in the oppositedirection then
we're used to thinking of it.

L ookingThrough
Different Eyes

Studentsand | role play a scenefrom
Columbus's second voyage. Savery is
not producing the profits Columbusis
seeking. Hebdievesthereisgold in
them thar hillsand theIndiansare
sdfishly holding out on him.

Students play Columbus; | play the
Indians. "' Chris, wedon't haveany
gold, honest. Can wego back to living
our lives now and you can go back to
wherever you camefrom?"

| call on severd studentsto respond
to thelndians plea. Columbusthinks
thelndiansarelying. Student responses
rangefrom sympathetic to ruthless:

OK, well go home; please bring us
your gold; well lock you upin prisonif
you don't bring us your gold; well
tortureyou if you don't fork it over, etc.

After I've pleaded for awhile and the
students-as-Columbus have threatened,
| read doud another passage from
Koning's book describing Columbuss
system for extracting gold from the
Indians:

Every man and woman, every boy or
girl of fourteen or older,in the province
of Cibao... had to collect gold for the
Saniards. Astheir measure, the

Spaniardsused... hawks bdls.. Every
three months, every Indian had to bring
tooneof the fortsa hawks bell filled
with gold dust. The chiefshad to bring
in about ten timesthat amount. In the
other provincesof Hispaniola, twenty
five poundsof spun cotton took the
placeof gold.

Copper tokenswere manufactured,
and when an Indian had brought hisor
her tribute to an armed post, he or she
received such a token, stamped with the
month, to be hung around the neck.
With that they wer e safe for another

Certainly
Columbus's fame
should not be
limited to the
discovery of
America: he also
deserves credit for
Initiating the trans=
Atlantic slave
trade, albeit inthe
opposite direction
than we're used to
thinking of it.

|
three months while collecting more
gold.

Whoever was caught without a token
waskilled by having hisor her hands
cut of....

There were no goldfields, and thus,
once the Indianshad handed in what-
ever they till had in gold ornaments,
their only hope wasto work all day in
the streams, washing out gold dust from
the pebbles. 1t wasanimpossibletask,
but those Indianswho tried to fleeinto
the mountains were systematically
hunted down with dogsand killed, to set
an example for the othersto keep
trying...

During those two yearsof the
administration of the brothersColum-
bus, an estimated one half of the entire

population of Hispaniola waskilled or
killed themselves. The estimatesrun

fromone hundred and twenty-jive
thousand to one-half million.*

Thegod is nat to titillateor stun, but
toforce thequegtion: Why wasn't |
told this before?

Re-examiningBasic Truths

| ask studentstofind a textbook,
preferably onethey used in dementary
school, and critiquethe book's tresat-
ment of Columbusand theIndians. |
distribute thefollowing handout and
review thequestionsdoud. | don't
want them to merdly answer the
guestions, but to consder them as
guidelines.

« How factuadly accuratewas the
account?

» What was omitted — left out —
that in your judgment would beimpor-
tant for afull understandingd Colum-
bus? (for example, histrestment o the
Indians, davetaking; his method of
getting gold; theoveral effect on the
Indians.)

« What motivesdoesthe book give
to Columbus? Comparethose with his
real motives.

« Who does the book get you to root
for, and how do they accomplish that?
(for example, arethe books homfied a
the trestment of Indiansor thrilled thet
Columbus mekesit to the New World?)

» How do the publishers useillustra-
tions? What do they communicate about
Columbusand his" enterprise’?

« In your opinion, why does the book
portray the Columbus/Indian encounter
theway it does?

+ Can you think of any groupsin our
society who might have an interest in
peopl e having an inaccurate view o
history?

| tell studentsthat thislast question
istough but crucid. Isthecontinua
distortion of Columbussimply an
accident, or are there socid groupswho
benefit from children developingafase
or limited understanding of the past?

Theassignment's subtext isto teech
students that text materia, indeed all
written materia, should bereed
skepticaly. | want studentsto explore
the politicsof print — that perspectives
on higtory and socid redlity underliethe

»> see REREADING THE PAST, page 26
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writtenword, and that to read is both to
comprehendwhat is written, but also to
question why it iswritten. My intention
is not to encourage an ‘I-don’t-believe-
anything' cynicism? but rather to equip
students to analyzeawriter's assump-
tionsand determinewhat isand isn't
useful in any particular work.

For practice, welook at excerpts
from a Californiatextbook that be-
longed to my brother in thefourth
grade, The Sory of American Freedom,
published by Macmillanin 1964. We
read doud and analyze severd para
graphs. Thearriva o Columbusand
crew isespecidly reveding — and
obnoxious. Asistruein every book on
the" discovery that | 've ever encoun-
tered, thereader watcheseventsfrom
the Spaniard's point of view. Weare
told how Columbusand his men "'fell
upon their kneesand gave thanksto
God," apassageincluded in virtudly all
eementary school accounts of Colum-
bus. ""He then took possession o it [the
idand] in the name of King Ferdinand
and Queen Isabelad Spain.” No
questionis raised of Columbus's right
to assume control over aland which
wasaready occupied. Theaccount is
so respectful o the Admird that
studentscan't help but senseit gpproves
o what is, quitesmply, an act of naked
imperiaism.

The book keeps us closeto God and
the Church throughout its narrative.
Upon returning from the New World,
Columbusshowsoff his parrotsand
Indians. Immediately following the
show, "'the king and queen lead theway
to anear-by church. Thereasong o
praiseand thanksgivingis sung.”
Intended or not, linking church and
Columbus removes him still further
from criticism.

Students Conclusions

| give studentsaweek beforel ask
them to bring in their written critiques.
Students share their papers with one
another in small groups. They take
notes towards whet my co-teacher,
Linda Christensen, and | call the
""collectivetext: What themesrecur in
the papers and what important differ-
encesemerge? What did they discover

about textbook trestmentsaf Colum+-
bus? Hereare some excerpts.

Matthew wrote:

As peopleread their evaluationsthe
same situationsin these textbookscame
out. Thingswere conveniently left out

0 that you sided with Columbus's quest.

to'boldly go where no man has gone
before' ... None of the harsh violent
reality is confronted in these so called
true accounts.

Ginatried to explain why the books
were so cong stently rosy:

It seemed to me asif the publishers
had just printed up some'glory story
that was supposed to make us fed more
patrioticabout our country. Inour
group, we talked about the possibilityof
the government trying to protect young
students fromsuch violence. We soon
decided that that was probably one of
the farthest thingsfromtheir minds.
They want usto look at our countryas
great, and powerful,and forever right.
They want usto believe Columbuswas
areal hero. We're being fed lies. We
don't question the facts, we just absorb
information that i s handed to us
because we trust the role modelsthat
are handing themout.

Rebecca's collectivetext reflected
thegenerd toned disillusionwith the
textbooks:

Of course, the writersof the books
probably think it's harmlessenough —
what doesit matter who discovered
America, really; and besides, it makes
themfedl good about America. But the
thought that | havebeen lied to all my
lifeabout this, and who knowswhat
else, really makesme angry.

Why DoWe Do This?

The reflectionson thecollective text
became the basis for a classdiscussion.
Repeatedly, sudentsblagted their
textbooksfor giving readersinadequate,
and ultimately untruthful, understand-
ings. Whilewedidn't presstoarrive at
definitiveexplanationsfor the omis-
sionsand distortions, wetried to
underscorethe contemporary abuses of
historical ignorance. If the bookswax
romantic about Columbusplanting the
flag on idand beaches and taking
possession of land occupied by naked
red-skinned Indians, what do young

readers|earn from thisabout today's
world? That might — or wedth —
makesright? That it's justified to teke
peopl€'s land if you are more “civi-
lized" or have a" better rdligion?

Whatever the answers, the textbooks
condition students to accept inequdity;
nowhere do they suggest that the
Indians were sovereign peopleswith a
right to control their own lands. And, if
Columbus's motivesare mydtified or
ignored, then studentsarelessapt to
question U.S. involvementsin say,
Centra Americaor theMiddleEast. As
Baobby, gpproaching hisregistration day
for the military draft, pointed out in
class: “If people thought they were
going off to war to fight for profits,
maybe they wouldn't fightaswdll, or
maybe they wouldn't go."

It's important to note that some
students are troubled by thesemyth-
popping discussions. One student wrote
that she was"'left not knowing who to
believe” Josh was the mogt articulatein
his skepticism. He hed begun to*'read”
our classfrom thesamecritical distance
from which we hoped studentswould
approach textbooks:

I till wonder...If we can't believe
what our first grade teacherstold us,
why should we believe you? IF they
lied to us, why wouldn't you? | f one
book iswrong, whyisn't another?
What is your purposein telling usabout
how awful Chriswas? What interest do
you haveintdling usthe truth? What
isit you want fromus?

They were wonderful questions.
Lindaand | responded by reading them
(anonymoudy) to theentireclass. We
asked studentsto take afew minutesto
write additional questionsand com-
ments on the Columbus activitiesor to
imagine our responseas teachers—
what was the point of our lessons?

We hoped studentswould see that
theintent was to present a new way o
reading, and ultimately, of experiencing
theworld. Textbooksfill studentswith
information masquerading asfinal truth
and then ask studentsto parrot back the
informationin end o chapter*'check-
ups” The Brazilian educator Paulo
Freire callsit the'banking method'":

studentsare trested asempty vessels
> see REREADING THE PAST, page 27
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waiting for depositsof wisdom from
textbooksand teachers? \We wanted to
tell studentsthat they shouldn't neces-
sarily trust the “authorities,” but instead
need to participatein their learning,
probing for unstated assumptionsand
unasked questions.

Josh asked what our "'interest" was
in thisapproach. It's avita question.
Lindaand | seeteachingaspolitica
action: wewant to equip studentsto
build a truly democraticsociety. As
Freire writes, to bean actor for social
changeone must "'read the word and the
world.” We hopethat if a student
maintainsacritical distancefrom the
written word, then it's possibleto
maintain that samedistancefrom one's
society: to stand back, look hard and
ask,"Why isit like this? How can |
makeit better?*

Bill Bigelow teaches at Jefferson
High School in Portland, Oregon. This
pieceisreprinted fromRethinking
Columbus, a special edition of Rethink-
ing Schools, available for $6 from 1001
E. Keefe Ave, Milwaukee, WI 53212.
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| Didn't Celebrate
Columbus Day

by Suzan Shown Harjo

Columbus Day, never on Native
Ameicds ligt of favorite holidays,
became somewhat tolerableasits
sgnificancediminished to little more
than agood shopping day. But this
long year of Columbus hooplawill be
tough to take amid the spending sprees
and horn blowing to tout afive-century
feeding frenzy that hasleft Native
peopleand thisred quarter of Mother
Earth in astatedf emergency. For
Native people, this haf millennium of
land grabs and one-cent treety sales has
been no bargain.

An obsceneamount of money will
belavished this year on parades,
gatutesand festivals. The Christopher
Columbus Quincentenary Jubilee
Commission planned to spend
megabucks to tagewhdt it ddicately
cdled" maritimeactivities" in Boston,
San Francisco and other citieswith no
connection to theoriginal rub-a-dub-
dub lurch across the seain search of
Indiaand gold. Funny hatswill be
worn and new mythsborn. Littlekids
will betold big liesin the name of
education.

For Native people, itis
time for 500 years of
suffering to come to an
end.

The pressureis on for Native people
to bewindow dressing for the
Quincentennia events, to celebrate the
evangdlizationdf the Americasand to
denouncethe Columbus-bashers.” We
will be asked to buy into the thinking
that we cannot change history, and that
genocideand ecocideareoffset by the
benefitsof horses, cut-glassbeads, pick-
up trucks and microwave ovens.

The participation of some Native
peoplewill beitsown best evidence of
theeffectivenessdf 500 yearsof
colonization,and should surprise no
one. But at thesametime, neither
should anyone be surprised by Native
peoplewho mark theoccasion by
splashing blood-red paint on a Colum-
bus statutehere or there. Columbus
will be hanged in effigy asasymboal of
the Europeaninvasion,and tried in
tribunals.

It would be greet to fast-forward to
1993, which the United Nations has
declared the"Year of thelndigenous

People Perhapsthen we can begin to
tell our own storiesoutside the context
of confrontation — begin to celebrate
the miracled survival of thoseremain-
ing Native people, religions, cultures,
languages,legd systems, medicineand
vaues Inthe meantime, it should be
understood that, even in politesociety,
voices will beraised just to be heard &
al over thedin o the celebrators.

In 1991, Native people marked the
500th anniversary of 1491, the good old
daysin our old countries. Therewas
life here before 1492 — dthough that
period of our history iscalled " pre-
history" in the European and American
educational systems — and thereislife
after 1992.

We would liketo turn our attention
to making the next 500 years different
from the past ones, to enter into atime
of graceand hedling. In order to do so,
we mud first involveoursalvesin
educating the colonizing nations, which
are inveding alot not only in silly plans
but in seriouseffortsto further revise
history, to justify the bloodshed and
destruction, to deny that genocidewas
committed here and to revivefailed
policiesof assmilation astheanswer to
progress.

These societies must cometo grips
with the past, acknowledgeresponsibil-
ity for the present and do something
about thefuture. It does no good to

»> see NO CELEBRATION, page 21
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