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Beyond
Black and

White

by Elizabeth Martinez

Working in New Mexico with the movement of the
1960s. | seldom heard Chicanaor Chicano activistsspeak
in termsof "*environmental"'issues. Yet many problems
plaguing Chicano as well as Mexican and Native Ameri-
can commurities Werein fact environmentd. Livinga
few milesfrom Los Alamos, homeof theatomic bomb.
we periodically learned of rumorsabout radioactive leeks
and Faillson Indian pueblo land. To the north we saw
logging companieshauling out tonsof timber, denuding
hugear eas with full cooperation from theUS Forest
Service. That was land once collectively usd for surviva
by Mexican/Chicano communitiesgoing back centuries.
TheForest Servicehed taken it and in return given us
Smokey the Bear to admonish theimpoverished: ""Dont

litter.”
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A Trlbute to

C esar an d ) Sewage plantsand slaughterhouseshead a habit of
. \ finding their way into Chicano and native communities
H | S L eS S O n S morethan others. A friend who went to work meking
. . circuit boardsat a new electronics plant in Albuquerque
by José R. Padilla during the early 1970s | ater learned that hundredsof her

co-workers had filed suit for exposure to poisonous
solvents. The hippieinvasion of those years brought
uninformed Anglosdumping waste into streams t hat
served as villages drinking water. Even worse wasthe

" Fighting for social justice...isone d the
profoundest waysin which man can say ‘yes'to
man'sdignity, and..there isno way on thisearth in which you

can say'yes' to man'sdignity, and know that you're going to developers invasionand itseffects.
be spared some sacrifice.” Wecaled al thisracist. Wesaw it as part of the
= Cesar Chavez, 1975 colonizer's oppressionagainst Raza and Native Ameri-
cans, closly related to the fight for land and water rights
In the summer of 1973, in the sweltering hest of the Environmentalistsrarely sided with Us because they
CoechellaValey. | met with Cesar Chavez for afew minutes didn't see those daily-life strugglesasenvironmental.
>> se¢ BEYONDBLACK AND WHITE, page 21

>> see CESAR CHAVEZ, page 40

Latinos & the E'nvironment

INSIDE: Land Struggles, Dying for a Job, Organizing Farmwor kers, PODER,
Colonialism and Resistance in Puerto Rico, the Southwest Network in Action,
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Colonialism, Resistance,
& the Search for Alternatives:

The Environmental Movement
IN Puerto RIcO

by Deborah Berman Santana

Theenvironmental movement in Pueno Rico aroseduring
the 1960sin response to various manifesationsof Puerto
Rico's gtill-colonial political statusand dependent economic
development strategy. Given the never-ending debateon the
idand concerning Puerto Rico’s palitical Satusasa “territorial
possession” (to use Washington's euphemismfor acolony) of
the United States, it i s understandabl ethat activism around
environmenta issues would from theoutset become extremely
politicized (as, indeed, is true of virtualy every issuein Puerto
Rican society). Infact, many of theidand's well-known
environmenta activistsparticipated in the" Third World"
radicaliam of the 1960s; it could even beargued that mogt
early environmental issues — such asthefight against military
appropriationof land and toxic experiments, privatization of
coadtal resourcesfor tourist development, and environmental
destruction to benefit foreign corporations— wereinitialy
nationalist campaigns, and only later became conscious
environmentaliststruggles.

However, it would be an error to dismiss Puerto Rican
environmentalism today as a narrowly-based movement of
left-wingintellectual s, because serious environmentd degra-
dation and health thresats to workersand communitieshas
broadened the movement to include membersof nearly every
social and ideological sector on theidand. One nonprofit
organizetion in particular. Misién I ndustrial de Puerto Rico.
wasfounded in 1969 by a number of local religiousorganiza-
tions, and was instrumental in bridging the gap between left-
leaning environmentalistsand ordinary working communities.
Mision Indudtrial functionsas an environmental watchdog
and educator as well as a community informationa and
organizationa resource. In thiswork they have been joined by
other organi zations, such as the Centro para Informacidn,
Investigacidn y Educacién Social (CIIES).

Theenvironmental movement can daim someimpressive
victoriesin its fight against ecologically risky projectsfor
economicdevelopment. Early examplesinclude the & feat of
proposalsduring the early 1970sfor constructionof an ail
refining”superport”and a nuclear power plant. Inaddition,a
twenty-year battle against plansby Kennecottand American
Metd Climax to strip mine the interior mountain region for
copper appeared to have been won during the late 1980s; late

in 1993 locd activistsgeared up for another fight against U.S
mining interests which have once again begun exploratory
drillingin thearea. Among recent issues provoking strong
community opposition throughout theidand are proposals to
build giant incineratorsand establish a series of regiona wagte
dumps. Especidly heated isthe campaign by residentsadf the
rnunicipio of Guaynabo to prevent Browning Fems Industries
(BFT) from buildingalan Il directly over the headwatersdf a
river which providessomed thedrinking water for San Juan,
theidand's capital, the landfill would handle, among other
things, theashes created by a proposed incinerator for San

Juan.
The most significant development in the Puerto Rican

environmental movement during the 1980's was the evolution
of community groupsinto organizationswhich go beyond
single-issue, local concernsto support islandwideinitiatives.
Environmental groups have become quite adept at utilizing the
media to inform and moblize broad sectorsof the Puerto Rican

The most important
challenge is not simply to
stop harmful economic
projects which threaten
the environment, but also
to provide an alternative
toithe Puerto Rico

model of development.

public quickly; such quick and well-publicized responses have
sometimesforced corporations, theisland and federal govem-
ment, and even the U.S military, to drop or modify plansthet
were bardly off the drawing board.
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But for many the mogt important
challengeis not smply to stop harmful
economic projects which threaten the
environment, but a so to providean
alternative to the Puerto Rico modd of
development Can the PuertoRican

|
Many of the
island’s well-
known environ-
mental activists
participated in the
"Third World"
radicalism of the
1960s; most early
environmental
Issues in Puerto
Rico were initially
nationalist
campaigns, and
only later became
conscious
environmentalist
struggles.

environmental movement — which has
shown itself capabledt building broad-
based codlitionsto struggleagainst
environmenta degradation — expand
and deepen such aliancesin order to
prepare and strugglefor environmen-
tally and socially appropriateeconomic
alternatives?

In response to thischdlenge

Strategies and Analysis ’

involvementin deciding and directing
developmentstrategy. Second, while
they arewilling to work with govern-
ment they rely primarily upon cooperat-
ing with loca and like-minded commu-
nity groupsaround theidand. Third,
they areconcerned about environmen-
taly and socidly sustainableuse of
resourcesin development. Mogt
importantly, they expressastrong
desireto bregk with thecycled
dependence, and encourage self-
relianceand a cooperative spirit in their
search for economic and social solu-
tions to community problems.

Perhaps the most advanced of the
community initiativesis taking placein
the south coastal municipio of Salinas.
Located in a region where the economy
revolved around sugar production
during most of the twentieth century,
Salinas hasexperienced high unemploy-
ment and increasing margindization
since thedeclinecf that industry.
Operation Bootstrap provided limited
employment in Sdinas, and over the
years the number of manufacturing jobs
there has declined.

In 1978-79 Sdinas provided the
stage for theidand's first broad-based
dliance of community groups, environ-
menta activigts. labor unions, and
religiousorganizations; they fought
against congtruction of a Monsanto
herbicides plant on an 80-acresite of
mangroves adong the Caribbean coast
next to two d Salinas poorest commu-
nities. Againgall expectationsthe
"* Anti-Monsanto Front™ forced
Monsanto to cancdl its plansand sent

shock waves throughout the multina-
tiond businessworld in Puerto Rico
and the Caribbean. Many of thesame
local peopleinvalved in the Monsanto
struggleare now trying to develop more
environmentally and socialy appropri-
ate economic dternativesin Salinas.
They work with civic groups, labor
unions, municipa government, as well
as with some state agencies, and have
put into practice the principled placing
“Salinas primero” ahead of individua
ideologica agendas. Their work has
aready begun to bear fruit; theloca
activists have succeeded in establishing
acommunity-run adult school, where
participantsearn their equivalency
diplomaswhile learning trades such as
commercid fishing, restaurant opera-
tion, industrial sewing, and agro-
industrial production. All of these
enterprisessiress integrating local
products into the economic develop-
ment strategy, and some haveadready
begun thedifficult processof starting
worker-owned businesses.  In addition,
thelocal activistsstarted a newspaper.
organized cultural, educational, and
athletic programsfor children and
youths, and have spearheaded a loose
network of similar community-based
groups throughout theidand.

Still, such activism faces great odds.
The political and economic power of
outsidecapital and the decision-makers
in San Juan and Washington over this
long-colonizedidand posesaformi-
dabl e challenge to community-activism;
moreover, the chalenge of mobilizing
significant numbersof the poor and

community activistsin variouslocations
around theidand are mohilizing to offer
aternativestrategiesfor economic DI,
devdlopment. Whiledifferingin origins {&¥xE
and emphases, they share a number of y
traits. First, they emphasizecommunity
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working-classPuerto Rican mgority
may well be nolessan obstacle. The
idand'sexcessvereliance upon outside
resourcesfor economic development, as
well as the heavy dependence upon the
locd and federal governmentsto
subsidizeOperation Bootstrap’s
failures, hasfostered a dependent
mentaity anong many PuertoRicans,
who have been taught erroneoudy that
their country has no resources, thus
leaving it with no alternatives. This
contributesto acollectivelow sdlf-
esteemn, encouraginga cynicd, "'me-
first” attitude which can erode the spirit
of cooperationand impede effortsto
gain popular support for economic
aternatives based upon amore postive
appraisa of theisland's naturd and
humen resources.

In conclusion, Pueno Rico’s
environmental movementi s character-
ized by its highly politicized nature and
strong undercurrent of nationalism;
effective use of the media to mohilize
on specificcampaigns, moreemphasis
upon environmental justice, community
empowerment,and economic dterna-
tives, and less upon preserving wilder-
nessareasfree of human influence— as
opposad to the mainstream’™ (white.

middle-class) movement in the United
States— and finally, increasing success
at building broad-basedcoalitionsand
moving beyond single-issue, localized
campagns.

So what's next? For the Puerto
Rican environmenta movement to
providea nucleusfor a national popular
movement cgpable of demandingand
effectingchange it would have to focus
on two importantissues. Firg, it would
have tofight againgt the colonialist-
inspiredideology of lack of natural
resources, which isresponsiblenot only
for theidand's dependent devel opment
strategy, but also hinders public
awarenessd the need to protect the
environment. Second, it must focuson
the effort to devel op sustainable use of
all of theidand's resourcesin such a
manner that it providesfor the eco-
nomic and socid needs of its people,
while protecting the natural environ-
ment for the useand enjoyment of
futuregenerations. TH s isincreasingly
being focused upon by many of the
activigts. They understand that, in the
wordsaf one Puerto Rican environmen-
tdig, "environmenta struggles are not
purely scientificin nature, but rather are
social and political.”

Déborah Berman Santana is an
assistant professor in the Depariment o
Geography & Planning,University at
Albany, State Universitydf New York.
and interestedin Latin America and
sustainable devel opment.
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Adding the Issue of Class:

The™ Latinocommunity™ in L.A. has been the subject of
numerousarticlesand books, but onefact remainsafter one
rinses away the wash of homogeneity: Latinoscannot be
easly categorized. They represent recent Mexican immigrant
familiesor individuas, recent Central American immigrant
familiesor individuas, middleclassthird and fourth genera-
tion Chicano professionas, senior citizens, second graders.
aspiring corporate businessmen, off-season farmworkers,
Spanish-only speakersand English speskers who know only
enough termsin spanish to plug into thecultural signpostsaof
their families. All of these people bregtheair thet isthe worst
in the nation, that contributes to significantlung damage and
that causes up to 2500 deaths per year in the County of Los
Angdes

Weat the Labor/Community WATCHDOG, a multi-racia
community groupin Los Angeles, seek to build a movement
toclean up theair by challenging theability of corporate
capital to make decisionsin privatethat impact the public.
For us, cleaning theair in Los Angdesmeansbuildinga

|

Latinos in Los Angeles
need a coherent strategy
within the environmental
movement, one which in-
corporates the complexity
of our culture.

Latinos and

Ailr Pollution
In L.A.

by Lisa Duran

multi-racia movement of the unorganized, then chalenging
governmentd ingtitutionsto craft policy thet is protectiveof
the public hedlth (not corporateprofits), and directly confront-
ing the corporations which both pollute theair and attempt to
evade thelawsand regulations that requirethem to clean up.
We gpproach thesequestionsasa ™ think tank/act tank:™* by
organizing from a theoretica framework. Our organizing
comesout of an analysisaf thestructural rootsof the problem
of air pollution and economicdevelopment. Our understand-
ing informs theorganizing strategiesand plans which then
alow usto deepen our understanding and become more
effective organizers. We put a lot of emphasison publications
— setting down our gods. our experiences, and our evaugtion
of thoseexperiencesto be used as tools in organizing both to
influenceconsciousness& debateamong community mem-
bersand also liberd to left organizers. Westressthedevelop-
ment of political consciousnessas an important part of our
organizing.

In an attempt to build a multiracia countywide movement
and organizethe unorganized, we have gonedoor knockingin
the heavily polluted neighborhood of Wilmington. We have
gatheredindividuas from throughout the county to join our
organization. We havefought at the South Coast Air Qudity
Management Didtrict (AQMD) for smcter regulationsand the
right to know, the reduction of toxic emission reductionsand
to oppose the establishment of a market to buy and sell
pollution. And in theaftermath of a disastrousexplosion and
four-day fire, we have confronted Texaco with itsabusesin
the community and demanded change. (We areabout to
launch aboycott of Texaco for its non-response)
Our work in Wilmington reflectsthe natureof that
heavily Latino community, and our meetingsand
written materiasare bilingual spanish/english.

Twoquestions: How isthis collection of
different Latino nationalities, classes, and sub-
culturesgoing to be served by any movement with
asinglegpproach tocleaning up theairinLos
Angeles? But how can a* movement™ be built
without a unifying approach that alows activists

Rini Templeton
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and organizations to deal with diverse
socia groups?

TheLabor/Community WATCH-
DOG hasdecided that because we want
to clean theair and promote socidl
justice, our work must be informed by a
classanalysiswhich alows us to depart
from theinterestsof workingclass
peopleand communities of color. We
believeit will beimpossibleto clean up
theair without addressing the very
power relaionships inherent in our
economic and governmental structure
that perpetuate inequality and environ-
mental degradation for the vast mgority
of peoplein the US

Lainosin LosAngeesneed a
coherent strategy within the environ-
menta movement, one which incorpo-
rates the complexity of our cultureand
which goes beyond an “empowerment”
modd whereby people who were
formerly voicdessin decision making
become new playersin thearena. That
will only result (asit has) in peopleof
color becoming employeesof oil
refineriesand calling themselves
environmentdigs. If al onewantsisa
Seat at thetable, it doesn't mauer what
gameis being played, doesit?

Thevita question is"whoseinterest
will thisstrategy serve?’ Theanswer.
"It will servetheL atino community™ is
not preciseenough. Will it serveright-
wing Republican businessman Xavier
Hermosillowho is perpetuating tensions
with hisrace-baitingof African
Amgricans? TheSouthern Califomia
GasCompany (oneof Southern
Cdifornids biggest emittersof Nitro-
gen Oxides) paysfor the meetingsof
the Environmenta Working Group of
the Ethnic Codition and givesits
employeesreleasetime to serve there.
Who benefits when polluting corpora-
tionsfund theenvironmenta justice
movement? Theneedsof poor Latino
immigrantsin the aftermath of the LA.
uprisng were explicitly rejected by the
middleclass professiond Latinos
eected to"'sarve”’ them. And someof
the strongest political tension we have
experiencedin Wilmington wes at a
community meeting called by a
conservative middle-class multiracial

Strategies and Analysis

homeownersgroup that initialy refused
trandationfor Spanish-spesking
attendees.

By usingaclassanaysis, we will be
moreclear about who and what we
gand for. Wecan better assesshow
policiesaffect thecommunitieswith
which we haveidentified our interests.
By being clear about how we use that
andysis, wecan cdl toour side those
who shareout interests. We will better
recognizeour true friends and enemies.

Usingaclassandyssdoes not mean
negatingother formsdf oppression,
such asgender oppression,
homophobia, and most especidly
racism, which hasitsown very particu-
lar dynamicin US history and must be
very thoroughly incorporated into any
andysis. But we need aform of
strategic anaysisabout how those
forcesinterrelatewith each other.
Without it, groups can become enam-
ored of their own perceived" exclusive'
form of oppresson—such asthose
feminist groups which perceiveall men
astheenemy, or nationd groups who
consider "'the white man™ the enemy.
without regard to the subgroupswithin
each category of "'men’ and "white
men”. With it, wecan build the
broadest possible movement to promote
justice with the most diverseforces.

LisaDuran isan organizer with the
LaboriCommunity WATCHDOG. Their
organizingwork isbased in
Wilmington,a community heavily
impacted by oil refineries,and
countywide throughwork in transporta-
tion policy in rhe County of Los
Angeles.

The vital
guestionis
"whose interest
will this strategy
serve?" The
answer, “It will
serve the Latino
community" is

not precise
enough. Will it
serve right-wing
Republican

business owners
or the needs of
poor Latino
Immigrants?
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La Sierra Foundation de San Luis:
Reviving the Chicano Land

Grant Struggle

by Devon Pefa

The Costilla County Conservancy District (CCCD)
represents traditional and sustainableagricultura water rights
usersin a predominantly Chicanoarea in southern Colorado's
San LuisValley. The Dismct haslong beeninvolvedin
environmenta struggles, the most recent example being its
efforts to prevent the establishment of the Battle Mountain
Gold (BMG) strip-mine and cyanide-leachingoperation in the
headwatersof the Rito Seco, asourceof water for farmersand
ranchersin thearea'

The 77,000 acre CulebraMountain Tract. or lasierra
locdly, is the traditional commonsof the Sangre de Cristo
Land Grant. Thesecommon lands were stolen by Anglo
politiciansand land speculatorsin the 1860sand were
physically enclosed in the 1960s. The Land RightsCouncil in

|

Native locals, some 500
families who are descended
from the original land grant
settlers, are in the majority
opposed to either private or
state ownership of what is
rightfully and historically
considered a commons.

San Luis haswaged a struggleover more then two decades of
legdl court battlesand other resistance. Theorigina

Beaubien deed granted Settlers perpetud userightstola sierra
for hunting, fishing, wood gathering, wildcrafting, and

pasiure. Theenclosureof thishomdand by the Taylor family
in 1960 was followed by avirtud "range war" aslocals
struggled to maintain their historica accessto theland.

The CCCD. representing morethan 30 loca acequias with
the oldest water rightsin Colorado. and the Land Rights
Council. representing theoriginal land grant heirs, have
established La Sierra Foundation de San Luisto purchasethe
Mountain Tract and convert it into alocaly-ownedand self-

managed common property resource. The Taylor family of
North Carolinahas primarily managed the commonsasa
hunting preserve (with annua receiptsof $300,000 to
$500,000 in ek hunting feescollected annually).

The Governor of Colorado. Roy Romer. hessigned an
executiveorder establishingthe Sangre de Cristo Land Grant
Commisson. Thisisahigtoric event; such acommisson hes
never been etablished in the history of Chicanoland grant
struggles. The Commissionischarged with planningfor the
acquisition and management of the CulebraMountain Tract as
a unique protected natural and cultural area. However. native
locds, some 500 familieswho are descended from the origina
land grant settlers. are in the majority opposed to either private
or state ownership of what isrightfully and historicaly
consdered acommons.

Somepolitical leederswould liket o see the Sate of
Colorado own theland, seeingit as the"' Crown Jewe" of the
Colorado public landstrust. Thecovetousinterestsof thestate
are easy to underdand: the Mountain Tract isarelatively
undisturbedand roadless area above 10,000 feet and is home
to at least two endangered or threatened species (Strix
Occidentalis,or Mexican Spotted Owl, and the native cut-
throat trout); it includesa privately-owned 14,000 foot peak
and eight other pesksover 13,000 feet.

Nothingelsein thestate's public land trust inventory even
comesremotely closein size, undisturbed status, habitat
integrity, biodiversity,and topographical variation. In fact,
there may be no other privately-owned land parcel in the US
that isas culturaly and biotically uniqueas the Culebra
MountainTract. Only 2,000 acresin'the southern part of the
common lands have been clear-cut for commercia timber,
leaving a hedlthy, unfragmented habitat domain for hundreds
of speciesthat includes many ol d-growth stands (Ponderosa,
spruce, and Dougffir). Nootherarea of thestateland trust has
as rich aliving tradition of sustainablelocal cultural adapta-
tionto nature. ‘

The |local community will strugglet o make certain that the
purchase ultimately placesownershipand management in the
handsdf theland grant heirs. Th S land isnot "'public,” itisa
common property resource. 1t should be held in common for
use by theland grant community. These are genuineChicano
land ethicsthat govern la sierra: usufruct in perpetuity is
contingent ona norm of wise use which isenforced through
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sanctionsagaing environmental
abuses!

We will not alow our homeland to
be converted into a clear-cut strip-mine
or arecrestiona backyard for yuppie,
backpacking tourigts. Nor will we
alow the Culebrato beconvertedintoa
"museum” of a"quaintand exotic™
local culturefor the amusement of those
who would gawk at Chicana/o farmers
and ranchersasif they were exhibitsin
azoo. Wewill not alow "degp
ecologigts” from Boulder, Denver,
Aspen or SantaFe to overrun the
mountain while they seek areprieve
from overcrowded citieshy engagingin
the"* spectacledf the marmat*'in our
homdand. The nationd par ks and
forestsof the Colorado Front Range
suffer from overuse by backbacking
touristsinvolved in "' nature apprecia-
tion." In somecases, "nature apprecia-
tion" produces more severeimpact than
overgrazing by sheepor cattle (the
Indian Pegks" Wilderness* outside
Boulder and Whed er Pesk "' Wilder-
ness” outsde Taosare two such
regional examples).

Loca peoplebelieve that, ultimately,
no one ownsla sierra— the mountain
owns us by claimingour spiritsand
giving usthe opportunity todevelop a
sense of place through the centering
power of our religious customs, familial
traditions, and agriculturd practices.
Hopefully, we will continueto oblige
nature by being wisestewards of our
homeands. Thiswill bethefirsttimea
Chicano land grant community legally
restoresasignificant portion of tradi-
tional common landsfor purposesof
reclaiming the usufructuary rightsof the
settlers.

Thisstruggle has the potentid to
open a new processfor redefining the
political and cultura geography o the
entire Southwest. One smdll stepfor
San Luis, one giant step for Aztl4n.
Restoring Chicano land grantsmeans
reclaiming legd control for the heirs
and reclaiming the hedth of the land
through the protection, revitdization,
and empowermentof local knowledge
of sustainablemanagementd ecosys-
tems. A public land trust arrangement

Strategies and Analysis

with the State of Colorado would not
achieve theseams. Only the manage-
ment of the CulebraMountain Tract as
acommon property resourcewill
provide the legd and adminigtrative
capabilitiesfor the democratic and
sustai nable salf-managementof this
homedand.

Our locd culturas are congtantly
under pressureto assmilateand asa
result thereare somein our own
communitieswho have become egoi st

.. and consumerist predatorsaf the land-

pasture and wildlife poachersasit were.
Revitalizing the land-basedethics of our
communitiesis thusan important aspect
of thestruggleto restore our land and
waeter rights, both legally and ecologi-
cdly. A centrd featuredt the proposed
management of thiscommonsis
educationd: La Sierra Foundation de
San Luiswill establish an environmen-
ta researchand teechingindtitute in the
Mountain Tract dedicated to promoting
sustainableagroecol ogy, agroforestry,
and artisan handicraft traditionsthrough
aunique blending of conservation
biology, bioregional land and water use
planning, and steady-stateeconomic
development

The management of the Culebra
Mountain Tract asa common property
resource will emphasize self-manage-
ment, local democracy, and sustainable
development By sustainabledevelop-
ment we understanda regional economy
based on the principlesdf
intergenerational equiry (weshould
carefor theland in a manner that
protects the rightsof futuregenera-
tions), inter species equity (we should
manage the land to protect the habitat
and life opportunitiesof all speciesand
not just humans), and intergroup equity
(weshould manegethe land in a manner
that protectsthe rightsof all ethnic,
gender, and socid class groupsand
make certain no one suffersdisparateor
discriminatory treatment).*

The managementd the commons
lands will emphasizesupporting
limited-resourceranchers, farmers,
artisans, and wildcrafters (herbalists) in
the microbasin. We recognizethat to
addressrural environmental degradation

you must first deal withrural poverty.
And the best way to ded with rural
poverty in a unique cultural setting like
the Upper Rio Grande bioregionis to
promote sustainable agricultureand
other micro-entrepreneurialand artisan
handicraft traditions. Y et, theonly way
to promote such sustainable
agroecological developmentishy
restoring the homeland commons, so
violently and unjustly expropriated
from the land grant heirs.
Thisstrugglerepresentsan effort to
put into practice the*Principles of
Environmental Jugtice," adopted by the
First nationa people of Color Environ-
mental Leadership Summitin 19915
We are hopeful that thiseffort succeeds
and becomes an inspiration and model
for other Chicanoand native American
land grant communities. Itisamord
crime that thelegd sysem and Con-
gress have refused to democratically
resolvethe theft of Chicanoand other
native American lands(likethe 1872
mining act, agreat terrain robbery). So,
with no politica or legd remedieson
the horizon, weare forced to plan the .
game of free market [Sic] economics

This struggle has
the potential to
open a new
process for
redefining the
political and
cultural
geography of

the entire
Southwest.

and buy our natural heritage back.

This land rightsstruggleinvolvesas:
ambitious, locally-led effortto protect
natural and cultura diversity together
and so preserve futureoptionsfor
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sustainable and equitable development.
This isoneadf thefew land grant
commonsthat hasnor been converted to
the public domain. It will be more
difficult for other Chicano land grant
communitiesto renegotiateownership
of publiclands, we are ironically
fortunatethat in the casedf the Sangre
deCristo land grant " ownership™ fell
into private hands.¢

La SerraFoundanonde San Luis
has raised close to S6 million from
nationa private foundationstowardsthe
purchasedf the Taylor Ranch (the price
ranges between $18 and $32 million).
Our god isto establish an autonomous,
long-term resource base for combating
rural poverty, cultural deterioration,and
ecological damagein the bioregion.

Thiseffort isabout protecting
groundwater (and surface water) from
contamination by toxic wastesfrom
industrid mining. Protect water quality
and you protect theloca cultureand its
sustainabletraditions. Destroy the
watershed and you destroy theirrigation
acequias; destroy the acequiasand you
underminethe material, ecological, and
spiritual bass for cultura vitaity and
continuity and loca economica-
tonomy. If wedo not acquire the
Mountain Tract, then BMG or some
other mining and/or timbering interest
will. Theimpetusfor thecommunity
land trust purchase grew out of our
experienceswith and struggles againgt
BMG’s cyanide leach mill and mining
operationsin the Rito Seco watershed.
An offer to purchasethe land hes been
mede by the Trillium Corporationof
Oregon, aclear-cutting industria forest
exploiter. Wearetrying to prevent
damageinstead of merely addressing it
after thefact”

We area so working with support
from the Kellogg Foundation to
promotesustainableand organic
farming practicesand cooperative
developmentin the Upper Rio Grande
(Codtilla, Conejos, Rio Arriba, and Taos
counties). A mgjor aspect of the
Kelogg projectis to document and
preserve the traditiond agroecological
and ethnoscientific knowledgeand
practices native to the bioregion. The

Strategies and Analysis

promotionaf sustainable
agroecosystems in the Culebra
microbasin is contingent on our ability
toredam the Mountain Tract asa
common property resource.

Thelegd restorationof common
property ownership will promote
equitableaccessfor locd peopleto
natura resources. The ecosystem
management gpproach of the Founda-
tion will protect the watershedfrom
environmental damage. Regenerative
agroforestry projectswill be devel oped
to improve watershed quality and
wildlife habitat. Ecosystem protection
will also support long-term sustainable
development by promoting self-reliant,
locdly-controlledagricultural and
artisan craft production based on
principlesaf mutua aid and cooperative
work democracy. Weask for the
support of al environmental justice
activigts, so that we can become
autonomousand self-reliant, providea
mode for other communities, and
promotesustainable and culturally-
respectful development.

Tax-deductabledonationsto the La
Sierra Foundation de San Luismay be
sent to Bob Green, Project Develop
ment Coordinator, CostillaCounty
Consarvancy Dismct, 410 Church
Place, Suite A, PO. Box 42, San Luis,
CO81152. 719-672-3213.

Devon Peria is associate professor of
Sociology at Colorado College, and a
consultant to the Cogtillo County
Conservancy District.
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It's Time
Latino Workers
Stopped

Dying for A Job

by Amanda Hawes

Occupationa hedth and safety isakey issuefor dl
workers. For workersof color theissueiseven morecritical
asit is the Latino, African-American, Adan and other workers
of color who are mogt often put in conditions which jeopardize
their hedlth and increase therisk of job injury and illness.
Among the thirty industriesin the US with the highest
percentageof non-white workers, the non-whitesare concen-
trated primarily in manufacturing and services, the two sectors
of theeconomy with high rates of occupeationd diseese’ For
Latino workersthe pictureisespecialy grim.

Agricultural Work

Of the estimated 5 million migrant and seasonal
farmworkers, 75%are Laino and 20% African-American.
According to Mullings, the use of organophosphatesin
pesticidesarea mgjor hazard of farmwork and it isoften
minority workers who are assigned to mix, formulate and
Spray them. Minority workers have the highest rates of
organochlorine pesticideresiduesand in some areasthe
highest rates of pesticide-induced liver and rend dysfunction.’
Another seriousconcern for maeaswel asfemaeagricul-
turd workersistherisk of reproductiveharm from heavy
exposuret o pesticide products both prior to conception and

during pregnancy.

Manufacturing

Job health and safety for Latino workers has never been
smply aquestion of trying to halt pesticideoverexposurefor
agricultural workers(a task whose accomplishment still eludes
us). Therearesignificantjob hedth and safety issuesfor
Latino workersin many other job classificationsin which
Latinosare concentrated. The highest injury ratesof al tend
to be in manufacturing; Latinoscomprised 35%af all opera-
tivesin thissector by 1985, the largest representation of any
singleracial/ethnic group in thisoccupational sector. (Nor are
high injury rates the only concern for Latinosin manufactur-
ing; see below re AddlaPerez and the Campaign to End the
Miscarriageof Justice.)

Service Sector
Latinosare a so heavily representedin the service sector,

the second mogt dangerousindustry according to State
Indugtrid RelationsReports. Included in thiscategory are
building maintenance workers, hotel and restaurant staff,
hospita and convalescent home workers. Many typesof
injuries occur: amputations, burns/scalds, contusions/crushes,
strains/sprains, cuts/punctures, abrasionsand fracturesto list
the more common acute traumas. Repetetivedtrain injuries
areincreasngly being recognized for their disabling potential
for workersdoing a wide variety of tasks in the servicesector.

Construction
In the San Francisco Bay Areg, recent censusdata showed
that some 40%0f laborersand almost 20% of operativesin the
construction industryy are Latinos, who facefatal and dis-
abling riskson aroutine basis. (e.g. death by suffocation
when unreinforced sides of ditches bury laborersalive,
collgpsing scaffolding, unsecured apparatus)

Occupatlonal Disease — The Scourge
Nor isthe numbing effect of theaccumulation of disabling
injuriesall that overwhelmsus The same socio-economic
forces thet concentrate Latino workersin jobswith high injury
ratesaso cause the L atino workforcet o be subjected toa
sunning degree of risk of occupational disease. Congder the
experienceof Addla Perez.

The Story of Adela

When AddaPerez took a jobin aSilicon Valey eectron-
icsassembly plant in the late 60s she was glad to be bringing
home money neecessary t o feed three children. Shewasaso
relieved to swap theapron and hair net she worefor hat,
Seamy, back-breakingcannery work for the smock and
""finger cots"’ worn in what sheand dl her co-workers thought
wasthe“clean indugtry.” Shedidn't know the finger cotsand
thesmock were provided S0 she wouldn't contaminate the
vauableend-product. She didn't redlizetheelaborate air-
handling system was there to removeparticles from the air
that might a so contaminate the product—didn’ realize thet it
did not and could not protect her from hazardous chemical
fumesand vapors. She had no wey of knowing 2t 3t glues
and resinsshe used contai ned componentscapableot causing



Pege Twelve

Fall 1993/Winter 1994

Race. Poverty 6 the Environment

lung cancer —and that what seemed like
small amountscould expose her toa
veay big risk of cancer.

So when Adélas hedlth began tofall
her in the mid-70sand she developed
lupus, part of her denied that her work
in theclean roomsof Silicon Vdley
could have made her Sck. But another
part of Adela Perez told her to get busy
and fight for the Right to Know exactly

I

The semi-
conductor
industry only
started using
glycol ethersin
photolithography
after data
emerged to
indicate that the
chemicals were
reproductive
toxins.

what she was working with and if it
could affect her hedlth. AddaPerez
became a charter member of Injured
Workers United and for years spokeout
againg the hidden dangersd theso-
called clean industry and would be
writing thisstory herself except for one
thing: AdelaPerez died of lung cancer
in 1991.

Adela’s children have urged usto
put their mother's uphill struggle
againgt cancer and for workers rightsin
its proper context. And so at SCCOSH
we do our educational work in the name
of ADELA: Asociacion deEducacion
Laboral Activista—the Association of
Activist Labor Education. Our motto
comesfrom Adelas snuggle, “Si Vde
MuchoLa Vida"

TheChallenge: Adelas story is but
oned many that illustratesome basic

Strategies and Analysis

hedlth and safety chalengesfacing
Latino workersin the’90s. Thisbrief
articlecan only touch on those chal-
lenges and encourage concerned
membersof the community to examine
theissuesin depth aspart of an analysis
of community needs. And unlessand
until there isgreater avarenesso these
risks, not only by workersand their
families but by theservice and hedth
care providerswho attend to community
needs, Adelas story will be repeated
thousands of timesover: For example

What can happen when you and
your doctor are both unawareof
dangerous workplace exposures. For
years Amparo V. cleaned peanut butter
equipment with a highly toxic chlori-
nated solvent known as*“TCA” as part
of her jobat afood processngplant.
When her liver enzymesstarted to be
elevated her doctor asked if she worked
with chemicads Shesaid no, Snceshe
thought of TCA asacleaner. Neither
thedoctor nor his patient explored the
issueof her work exposuresfurther.
Amparo continued at her job, her liver
condition deteriomted, she underwent
two liver ransplants and died at age 52.

What to do when the doctor
doesn't listen: When he started
throwing yp at work, Jesus M. asked for
atransfer from the noxious job of
sporaying ornamentd flowersat a
nursery and was told to get adoctor's
note. Hetold thedoctor whet hedid at
work and how hefelt Thedoctor
dismissed him by saying, *"Youre just
trying toget out of work.” Right! He
wad Severd weekslater he was
admitted to the hospitd, in total kidney
failure. Hisplight wasfinaly noticed
by an ESL teacher who learned he was
paying $300/month for anti-rejection
medicationand couldnt makeends
meet. A clam for workerscompensa-
tion benefits— including full medica
coverage — was then initiated.

HIV and hepatitistransmissionat
work — how to broach thesubject:
A dozen middle-aged Mexican women
workersat a San Jose conva escent
homelistenedin rapt silenceasa L atino
hedlth educator spoke about the risks of
HIV transmission in hedth care
settings. While their supervisor hed

welcomed SCCOSH injury and illness
prevention lectures on back safety,
chemica handlingand stress, he hed
thought an HIV classunncessary,
having had only one needlestick
reported to him in ten years. After

Jaime finished his presentation he asked
if anyonein the room hed ever been
suck by a needleat work. Three
women raised their hands. All hed been
stuck in the past three years, none hed
reported anything or soughtany help
out of fear and ignorance; dl were
living in silent terror. Thefirst chance
they had ever hed to voice their
concernscame when a compatriota got
the opportunity to broach asubject of
pressing concern for al.

Reproductive Hazards on the Job
Women of color who areof child-
bearing age and who work in semicon-
ductor manufacturingare at signifi-
cantly increased risk of miscarriageif
they work with chemical sduring
pregnancy - especially a group of
solvents known as the ethylene based
glycol ether solvents. Thisrisk has
been noted for years based on animd
studiesand hazard alerts have been sent
out by SCCOSH and the State Hedth
Department since theearly 1980s
Indeed, the semiconductor industry only
garted using glycol ethersin photoli-
thography after dataemerged to
indicate that these chemical swere
reproductivetoxind When SCCOSH
and otherscaled for a ban on glycol
ethersin 1986 theindustry response
wasto fund a study of miscarriage rates
among production workers. Theresults
were released in Dec. 1992 and con-
firmed what the animal dataindicated.
Ye ayear later. theindustry ill has no
red program in place to a) remove these
noxiouschemical sfrom workers lives,
b) make afull and fair disclosureto at
risk workersof therisk they face; and ¢)
acknowledgeany responsibility for the
devastating impact on the livesof so
many workersthat thisinsstent useon
glycol ethers.has caused.
Theimportance of knowing the
risksof your job: Theimportanceof
knowing about reproductiverisksat
work goes beyond the semiconductor
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industry, of course. Ethylenebased
glycol ethershave been identifiedin a
variety of paints, inks. cleaning prod-
ucts used routinely in work environ-
ments where L atinos are concentrated.
Several of theseglycol ethersareon the
Proposition 65 list as reproductive
toxins. But for any worker contemplat-
ing parenthood, the presenceof the
generic Proposition 65 sign on theshop
wall aluding, obliquely, to the presence
on the premisesof somethingthe State
of Californiadeemsa reproductive
hazard is not enough. Theidentity of
the material in question, itslocation and
other useful information is vital.
SCCOSH believesthat any employer
who choses to usea reproductivetoxin
on the Prop. 65 list should be required
to spell out thedetailsin a meaningful
injury and ilIness prevention program,
conveyed to workersin plain, under-
standable termsand language. Trying
to make this proposal state policy,

|

Employer resis-
tance to giving
workers informa-
tion on workplace
chemicalsis a
chilling reminder
of what a “busi-
ness climate”is
all about.

however, has provoked astounding
resistance from employer interestswho
offered two conflicting liesin a success-
fel effort to defeat the proposal. They
argued (@) that such a requirement was
too burdensomeand (b) that they are -
already providing that information
anyway. Thissort of employer resis-
tanceto giving workersof child-bearing
age basic informationon which to make
informed choicesis achilling reminder
of what a" businessclimate isall
about.

Strategies and Analysis

Beware the NAFTA Shafta

AsCongresspassed NAFTA and its
side agreements purporting to protect
the environmentand workersrights,
many US labor leaders and environmen-
talistsdecried the agreement becauseit
isseen asencouragingthe' race to the
bottom” in terms of standardsand
protection. Existing conditionsin the
maquiladoraindustry and surrounding
colonias are often made Exhibit A for
what islikely to happen to theenviron-
ment and to working peopleand in an
eraof unrestrained, unregulatedtrade.
But wedon't havetolook thet far for
our evidence! Too many workersin the
US tail in deplorableconditions now for
anyoneto believe that the NAFTA is
going to simply lower standardsand
protectionsfrom some presumedly
acceptablecurrent level. Workerstoday
do not have safe working conditions or
adequate recourseagainst hazards.
Workplaceinjuriesare today perceived
as nothing but a routine cost of doing
business.

It Can and Does Happen Right
Here! The most recent horrific
exampleof businessas usua comes
from Oakland, Californiawhere Ramon
Romero died last month from inhaling
toxicfumesin avat at KL Plating. Sr.
Romero entered the vat to rescueaco-
worker who was stricken whilecleaning
thevat Whilethe District Attorney is
exploring homicide charges and OSHA
has shut the operation down, the
community searchesin vain for
answers. This platingcompany was
repeatedly approached by alocal health
and safety education project about
providing emergency training for its
workers. Theofficial response was that
$30 per worker was too much to spend
on injury and illness prevention. While
wecringe at thiscallousresponsg, it
reflectsaset of fairly typical attitudes:

1. Itisenough that employersare
required to carry workerscompensation
insurancein the event of a worker
injury or illness.

2 Industrial accidents,aresmply a
cost of doing business.

3. Since aclaim for workers
compensationis basically theonly
remedy an injured worker or his

A Solution:
SCCOSH

The Santa ClaraCommitteeon
Occupational Safety and Hedlth
(SCCOSH) isa non-prafit organi-
zation serving the occupational
health and safety needsof working
people, especially workersof
color, of limited literacy, and/or
limited English. SCCOSH isa
statewide support center for Legd
Services programsin California.
Se hablaespanol. Currentcam-
paignsincludeCampaign to End
the Miscarriagedf Justice. Asian
Workers Hedlth Project, Workers
Compensation clinic project, and
support for maguiladoraworkers
facing hazardous working condi-
tionsin border assembly plants. A
los a quienes | esinteresan nuestros
programas, que nos llamen en San
Jose: 408-998-4050.

dependents can makeagainst an
employer anyway — even for “serious
and wilfull” misconduct — why should
an employer spend money on preven-
tion?

When the hysteria over workers
compensation fraud and workers
compensation reform diesdown, we
need to examine why the workers
compensation system does so littleto
prevent injuriesand illnesses. Attitudes
like these can help us understand--and
become that much moredetermined to
effect change.

Amanda Hawesis Executive
Director of the Santa Clara Center for
Occupational Safety and Health
(SCCOSH).

! Davis. Rowland, " Problems Faced by
Minority Workers" Occupational Heglth:
Recognizing and Preventing \Work-Related
Diseases. L evy and Wegman, ed., Liitle,
Brown and Co, Boston 1983.

Leith Mullings, " Minority
Women. Work, and Health" Double
Exposure, Wendy Chavkin M.D. ed.
Monthly Review Press New York 1984.
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Deconstructina Environmental Racism:

Race, Poverty & the Environment

A Look at the Early

Rini Templeton

The concept "' environmenta racism'”
has cometo signify severd ditinct
formsof discrimination and oppression
which target people of color. Included are the disproportionate
exposureof racial/ethnic minoritiesto various formsof
environmental degradeation, adisregard for their vison of
resource use, exclusion from environmental decision-making
bath by the state and maingtream environmental organi zations,
and lessrigorousenforcement of environmenta regulations
and protectionsthan Anglo communitiesrecieve. Theseareall
disinctform of racism, but emphasis on "'race"* and "'raciam'

|
Understanding the
dynamics and nature of
the boycott is imperative
to understanding how
working class Chicanos
defined and organized
around environmental
ISsues.

obscures other crucid forces shaping thelives of racial/ethnic
communitiesand their response to oppressiveconditions.
Examining the term "'race’™ and "'raciam’’ revealssevera
other phenomonawhich arecentral to understandingthe
environmenta justicemovement. Increasingly, peopleredize
thet racesdo not exist in and of themsdlves, instead, they are
somethingwe give meaning to. T s doesn't meen that racism
and discrimingtion areany lessred, only that their signifi-

Pesticide Campaign

of the

United Farm Workers

Organizing Committee

by Laura Pulido

cance and salienceare congtructed and maintained by a
particular cultural and economic sysem. Maoreover, while
discrimination continued againg particular groups based
solely on skin-coloror phenotype, current formsof racismare
a0 predicated on cultural practicesand the political weakness
of racial/ethnic minorities.

When analyzing the environmenta strugglesof racial/
ethnic groupsit is dso important to digtinguish between the
economic and material objectivesdf variouscommunities. Not
dl minority communitiesare thesame, nor are the formsof
racism which they experience. Theracism which an undocu-
mented immigrant experiencesmay be quite different from the
raciam which a Chicano professiond encounters. since racism
isrefracted along the linesof classand one's position within
thedivison of labor.

People of color have responded to such oppressive condi-
tionsby organizing and promoting ingroup identification and
pride, what isknown as etanicity, Recognizingthe role of
ethnicity iscrucial to seeing peoplecf color not as''racia
categories,” but as people with real histories, cultures,
relationshipsand struggles. Thisleads usto another important
forcein the formation of oppression and mobilization, culture.
Itisincorrect to assume that particular racesare associated
with specific cultural characterigtics, but through ethnicity
racial/ethnic groupshavecultural identities which can serve
both as a basisof oppressionas wel askey tool of empower-
ment.

While many peopleadf color mey intuitively realize the
complexity of what congtitutes'*race” and"*raciam,” sucha
textured analysisdoes not reedily show throughin our
political rhetoric, demands, or within thelarger political
discourse. Th s resultsin areified usageof race which only
serves to perpewate the belief in racid categoriesand racid
differencesand contributes to a pathetic public discourse
which skirts such central issuesas thedigtribution of wedlth
and power, uneven economic development, the “racialization”
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of variousissuesand regions, and the
multifaceted nature of racism itsdlf.

One exampleof an environmentd
justiceissue which isroutingly pro-
moted as evidence of environmenta
racism isfarm workers exposureto
pesticides. Because farm workersare
overwhelmingly Chicano/Latino (i
nonwhite) and are disproportionately
subjected to a very real form of environ-
mental contamination. agricultural
chemicals. it isinterpretedas environ-
mentd racism. Farm workers are indeed
victimsof intenseracism. but the
contoursof their livesare al so shaped
by other forceswhich engageina
diaectic with racism to produce unique
forms of oppression, exploitationand
empowerment

Economicsisof coursecentrd to
understandingthe case of farm workers.
Farm workers living and working
conditionsareafunction of their class
position, meaning their relationshipto
the meansof production, or capital.
When farm workers havesought to alter
the conditions under which they work,
or how much money they earn, such as
in theearly pesticidecampaignof the
United Farm Workersin the 1960s-70s,
they were fightingagainst the growers,

Rini Templeton
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While many people of color may
intuitively realize the complexity of
what constitutes “race” and

“racism,” such a textured analysis
does not readily show through in our
political rhetoric and demands.

or capital. Thefact that it wes
Mexicano/Chicano workerswho filled
thisroleisafunction of ther role
within the internationd divisiondf labor
(whichisadifferent relationshipthen
class). It was not an accident that it wes
brown Latino workerswho did the mogt
menia, dangerous, and poorly pad
work. Racism was an important factor
in placing Mexicanos/Chicanos in this
position and perpetuating their oppres-
sion. Thiscan beseenin culturd
arguments used to justify the inhumane
conditions workers were subjected to,
such as the belief that Mexicanos were
well suited for stoop work becauseof
their stature. or the strategic myth thet
Mexicanos/Chicanos
didn't mind seasona
work, as they didn't
want to settledown
anyway. But thefact
that it wasLatinos
whofilledthisrole
was largely aresult
of globa uneven
economic develop-
ment and the
resulting unegqud
power relations.
That Mexicanshave
provided the low-
wage |abor of
Cdiforniafor
decadesis not
merely afunction of
racism, but of far
more complex
global economic
forceswhich interact
with racism.

In order to

counter the many formsaof environmen-
tal degradation and oppressivecondi-
tions farm workersweresubjected to,
they realized they hed to gan more
power and the most feasiblewey to do
90 was through unionization. Acting as
acollectivewould giveworkersat least
somedegreeof power with whichto
counter the immense power of
agribusiness. Thechallengewas how to
becomea union when the powerful
growers. aong with the sate, opposed
them. TheUFWOC responded by
launching a consumer boycou of teble
grapes which would bring additiona
pressure to bear on the growersand
hopefully force them to recognizefarm
workers" right to unionize.

While the boycott was being waged,
the UFWOC also moved the pesticide
struggle into other spheres, induding
the courts. The UFWOC initiated
numerous lawsuitswhich sought not
only to ban specific pedticides, butalso
to change the regulatory conditions
under which they were used. For
example, theUFWOC brought the first
**community right to know" lawsuit in
Cadlifornia, and perhapsthenation, in
1968. At that time, the public, including
workers, did not haveaccessto infor-
mation on local spraying activities.
Through a series of lawsuitsin both
Kern and Riversidecountiesin Cdifor-
nia, the courts evenmally conceded that
such information wasin the public
interest, despite agribusiness claims
that they were trade secrets. Thiswasa
crucid first stepin alowingrurd
communitiesand workersto have the
information necessary to begin protect-
ing themselves.
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In addition, the UFWOC alsofiled a
seriesof lawsuitsand administrative
actionswhich sought to ban DDT (both
in Californiaand nationally), numerous
organophosphates(which became
widespread after the banning of DDT),
and to force the CaliforniaDepartment
of Food and Agriculture to begin
enforcing their own lawsregulating

Although the
Chicano
movement
consisted of a
series of
struggles
across the
Southwest,
the UFWOC's
struggle took
on mythic
proportions
as it became a
rallying point
for the
Chicano
population.

organophosphates. These measures
were taken not only to reduce the use of
pesticides, but also to harrass growers
and to serveas bargaining chipsin their
future negotiations.

Nevertheless, the objective of the

UFWOC was to secure a union contract.

Thiswas seen as the most effective
vehicleto protect workersfrom
pesticide poisoning, as well as to
change the prevailingeconomic and
power relations. A contract wascrucial

Strategy and Analysis

becauseit wasenforcesble. In the
1960s, there was scarcely any regula
tion of pesticidesin terms of worker
exposure, and even if there was, the
URWOC knew thet given the political
climate, enforcement would be negli-
gible.

The UFWOC boycott wasa tool to
help secure the contract, but verged on
becominga socia movement itself
during the 1960s-70s. Understanding
the dynamicsand nature of the boycott
isimperativeto understandinghow
working class Chicanosdefined and
organized around environmental issues.
It wasn't just about classand the
divison of labor, it wasn't just about
race, but it wasal so very much about
ethnicity and culture. Asan ethnic
group,Mexicanos/Chicanos share
certain traits, such as language, history,
and culture, creatinga very real material
basisto ethnicity. Racism against this
group hasincluded a denigration and
oppression of Mexicano/Chicano ethnic
identity and culture. Becauseof this.
ethnicity and culture became central to
the empowerment and mobilization of
the Chicano population. Although the
Chicano movement consisted of a series
of strugglesacross the Southwest, the
UFWOC's struggle took on mythic
proportionsasit becamearallying point
for the Chicano populaion. Because of
the UFWOC's location withina
disempowered racial/ethnic minority
group, their strugglefor environmental
and economic justicewas far more than
a battle againgt racism. It wasa batte
agai nsteconomic exploitation, against
ethnic and cultural denigration, against
environmental degradation, and for
racial/ethnic pride, Chicanoempower-
ment, and better wagesand working
conditions.

In July 1970, after a prolonged
boycott, the grapegrowers of California
finaly signed a contract with the
UFWOC which contained an historic
Health & Safety Clause. Unlikeother
labor contracts, which typicaly required
management to comply with all state
and federd regulations, this contract
broke new ground in protecting workers
and giving them unprecedented power

in managing ranch pesticide use. The
Clause provided for a health & safety
committeecomposed of workerssolely
of the Union's choice. The committee
was charged with participatingin all
decisionsinvolving pesticides, includ-
ing determining'* re-entry™ periods,
which werea key factor in worker
poisoning. The Clause banned outright
severa pedticides, including DDT,
Parathion, TEPP. Aldrin. Dieldrin, and
Endrin, and gave the UFWOC theright
to ban other pesticidesin thefuture. In
addition, growerswererequired to give
workersat |least seven days notice
whenever organophosphateswere
applied and to administer cholinesterase
tests subsequent to exposure. Workers
were also allowed to refuseany work
which they considered dangerous.

These are some of the highlightsof
the contract, which not only protected
workers, but opened the door to
pesticideregulation in Californiaand
the nation. Thus, the UFWOC’s story is
an important piece of environmental
history which isoften not fully appreci-
ated But it isequally important for
what it can teach usabout environmen-
tal racism and environmental justice.
Neither representsasimple set of
conditionsand forceswhich can be
casually attributed to""racism." without
uncovering what racism meansin that
particular circumstance. More likely,
given the complexity and ever-changing
natureof capitalism and the global
economy, racism, ethnicity and culture
are shifting conceptsthat remain
central, but are played out in different
waysacross the landscape.

Laura Pulidois an assistant profes
sor of geography at the University of
Southern California.

Rini Templeton
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The Connection Between

Latinos

and the Environment

by Jose Morales

The Macro Perspective

Thegloba degradation of theenvironment threatens the
surviva of al lifeon thisplanet aswdl ashuman life. While
this degradationaffectsall people it doesso unequaly. This
isacentra point regarding the connection between Puerto
Ricansand Latinosand the environment in the USA. How is
this possible? To gtart. thedegradationof the environment is
generdly theresult of humen activity; in particular, how
society createsand recreatesitslife. In other words.. the
unequa degradationaf the environment results from the unity
of productionand the socia order. Production can be under-
stood asindugtrid activity, and thesocia order is the way in
which the society isorganized around recreating itslife
enabling production to happen.

The problem has been that there hasaway's been a tight
linkage between how we recreate our way of lifeand the
degradation of theenvironment The dimination of waste and
dangerous materidsaffecting humen hedth was impossible.
because then industrial activity would then beimpossible.
Since pollution has been linked to what we need to live. The
traditionally predominantview on the issue has been how we
should regulate/control/manage pollution.

To illustrate the point of linkegeof pollutionand indusmal
,activity, an exampledf abody can beusad. The body is
society and getting food and egtingis creating itslife. The
brain (the powerful) decideswhat needs to be done toeat, but
it knows that every timeit preparesfood and eats (to live) it
must aso poisonitsalf. Soit must do severa thingsto keep
diveand functioning. It must control itseating by takingin
smaller piecesand do so every sooften. Thisisthe ideaof
regulation/control/management of pollution. The body
decidesthat it will only dirty its handsand concentratethe
poison initsfeet The handsand feet ar e correspondingly the
disenfranchised workers. poor and communitiesof color.

To put the last statement another way, since the eimination
of industria activity isimpossible, thesocia order regulates
the degradation linked toit for al peopleby pollution control,
managementand regulation. Neverthdess, the socid order
a so channel sthe degradation selectively, localizing the
undesirable work, products, and waste on what the socia order
designates as the undesirable people. Not only isdegradation
unequal, but in disenfranchisedcommunities, the impact is
unequa. The beleaguered and debilitated array of supportive

structuressuch aseducation. health indicators, accessto health
services, stability of community ingtitutions, and politica
power that normally buffer the affectsof degradationin the
Puerto Rican and L atino community, make theimpact of
degradation even more severe.

Latinos, the environment and the cities

Censustrends predict that Latinoswill bethelargest
national minority group in the United Statesin the coming
years. Oned thecharacteristicsaf the establishedLaino
populaionisthat mog livein the Americas urban centersand
most Latino new comerswill probably also settlein urban
areas. Anexampleisthat 75% of all Boricuas ar e concen-
trated in Americas inner cities. In addition, many of ushave
seen the massvearrivalsof Dominicans Mexicansand Central
Americansto the Laino communitiesspread throughout New
York City. Thisurbanizationof our populationis pardleed
by the general population where 75% of ail US populaion
livesin cities.

The decay df thecities, as Ritchie Perez has stressed. isof
paramount importance because most Puerto Ricans and
Latinosliveand will livein thecities. Many things character-
ize the decay among them are a deteriorating infrastructure,
lost manufacturing and associated industries with their jobs
and high concentrationsof peoplein destitutepoverty. The
decay's socia consequencesarevisibleto any New Yorker
and were visibleto the Nation and world with theL A riots.

A malicious neglect by the federal government under three
Republican Administrations has been a mgor caused this
deterioration. For example. federal dollarsto thecities
dropped from 9 percentin 1978 to 4.2 percentin 1986. The
federal government's processof defunding city governments
greatly increased thefinancial burden of city and Sate
governments. The shiftingresourcesthat proved necessary for
city governmentsto provide essential city servicesresultedin
lessfundsfor city environmental agencies. Thiscauseda
declineof environmenta protection and a degradationdf the
urban environmentoveral, especially in termsaf air qudity
and hazardouswedte. Thisnegativeeffect probably impacted
moreseverely on communitiesof color in thesecities.

Thelow leve of environmental protection of citiescan be
shown by twoexamples. The Williamsburg/Greenpoint area
was shown to have 15 poundsof toxicair enissonsfor evary
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woman; mean and child per square miledf thisarea Thisisfar
above the government's clean air standards. The Laino population
in thisareaisone of the most concentrated in the country. On the
Nationa scene, the Argonne National Laboratory hes compiled
data that shows that 91% Hispanics disproportionatelylivein cities
that exceed thefederal Clean Air Act's emissionsstandardsfor
certainair born pollutants.

The combined effect of Republican adminidtration hogtility to
citiesand beleaguered local governments has resulted in adecline
in the protection of the urban environment, particularly in commu-
nitiesof color. Whether the new Democratic Administration, in the
light of competition pressuresfor deregulation and budgetary
cutbacks will move to curtail urban environmental degradationis
still abig question..

Another factor that influences the impact of the environmental
degradation on the citiesis thelack of an adequateresponse
mounted by traditional environmental movement. Therehesbeena
lack of emphasison urban environmentalism by the-mostly white,
midd e class movement since white flight has eft the urban areas
for Peopleof Color. Theenvironmentad the cities has been
understudied and it seems thet citieslack of atheoretical frame-
work such as the ecosystem ideafor wildernessarees. Thisis
beginning to change dueto the influence d the grass rootsorgani-
zationsaf peopledf color. Thisinflux of activistswill push the
urban environment to become a priority, so thet we have ideasthat
will dlow our work to forgeahead.

To transform the environment of Latinos, thesocid order must
also be fundamentally changed. We must movefrom an order
shaped by economic exploitationand racial injustice to one where
the democratic spirit of salf determination invadesour economic
and cultura livesas well. Perhapsonly when the disenfranchised
and their dliesrise up against the scourgesof racism, poverty and
pollution thet there will bea ™ new world order™. Only then will we
have clean, earth friendly, egdlitarian waysdf livingon our planet.

The micro-perspective

This perspectivepresents the waysin which theenvironment of
Latinos getsdegraded by theintersectionof thesocial order and
production. How wework to recreate our life concerns the issue of
occupationd hedth or theexposureof workers to toxic chemicas
(ie. Pedticides)in thework place. How welive addressesamong
others, theissueof lead poisoning from lead based paint and
proximity to transportation routes. How thingsare ma& and or
digposed of dealswith theissue of exposure to toxic and hazardous
materialsin communities. The disposal of sewage, toxicand
radioactivewastefrom production and services, as well as the
incinerationaf solid wastefrom temporary goods, are themgjor
waysin which our communitiesconfront theseissues.

Jose Moralesrecently migrated fromNew York to Sar Fran-
cisco. Heis co-founder of the Toxic Avengersand the Northeast
Environmental Justice Network. He was also a convener of the
National Congressfor Puerto Rican Rights. Currently,heisa
PHD dudent at the Universityd California,San Francisco in
Environmental Oncology. Thisarticleis an excerpt from" What
Justice??...Environmental Justicel"  prepared for the New York
City Assembly o the National Congressdf Puerto Rican Rights.
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History

and Recent
Developments in

Puerto Rican
Environmental!
Activism

Thissection attemptsto provide a preliminary history
from the 1960s to the present of environmentalism in the
Puerto Rican and Latino community in the East Coast
and Midwest. Thisinformation will give the readersthe
idea that Puerto Ricans have had conce— for our environ-
ment for many years. An impor*z " lentify
the people who have donetheworx .., - : BEast
Coast and Midwest communities. A more . e
documented higtory of thisaspect of our movement will
becritical for our regiona and the national Puerto Rican
movement. It would be very helpful if anyone who has
more information towards thisend would share it. The
followingisatimelinedf thegroupsand events on the
local community and national scene *+at have dealt with
how we work to recreateour life. how . five and how
thingsare made and or disposed of.

Many of theorganizationsand struggies v . . ~ied
below involved the Nationd Congressof Pueria Rican
Rights(NCPRR), an organizationwhich defends the civil
and humen rights of Puerto Ricans.

Late 1960s-present — Lead poisoning

Some NCPRR members have been pioneersin dealing
with theissuedf lead poisoning. They ingtituted some of
the first lead screening programsin thisarea in New
York City. Today, thereare lead services in major
medical centerssuch as Montifoire hospital & | activises
in other communitiessuch as Dominicans in 3
Heightsand Latinosin Boston deal witls leai
prevention.

1980s — Pesticldes
An NCPRR member organization, Comiteen Apoye
de Trabajadores Agricolas (CATA), in New Jersey, has
long worked againgt the poisoning of Puesto Rican,
Latinoand other agricultural workersce color due o
exposureto pedticidesin thefields.

1982 = Dloxir
Membersd the NCPRR wese Ia« foor L, et
struggleagainst dioxin contaminagic  « “¢f Ik
community in New Jersey.

oo



Race, Poverty & the Environment

Fall 1993/Winter 1994

Page Nineteen

1986 — Workplace poisoning

NCPRR memberswaorking with the
ILGWU were very activein dealing
with worker's exposure to toxic
chemicalsin the Uretek plant in
Connecticut.

1987-present — Toxic, radioactive
and solid waste

The Toxic Avengers(TA) of E
Puente, a member organizationof the
NCPRR in the Williamsburg section of
Brooklyn, New Y ork were the pioneers
in putting forward the concept of
environmenta racism in the Puerto
Rican and Latino community. They
struggled againgt the operation of a
loca company called Radiac Research
Corporation that stored toxic ad
radioactivewasteand hasplanned to
become the interim storagesite for most
of New Y ork state's Radioactive wase
In addition, they started work on the
solid waste issue against theconstruc-
tion of the Navy Yard incinerator to
burn municipa garbage. The TAs also
started a recycling program within El
Puente to work with other neighborhood
groups around theseissues.

Late 1980s-early 1990s — Toxics,
Asbestos and Air pollution

In Chicago, lllinois. activistsand
membersin the NCPRR chapter, The
United Church of Christ, and agroup
cdled LUCHA have been organizing
againgt toxic wastecontaminationin
close proximity to the Puerto Rican and
Latino community.

Parentsand workersin aday care
center in the South Bronx, New York
struggled against Asbestoscontamina:
tion in their center.

In Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, the
Norris Square Civic Asociationis
beginning thefight back againgt the
burning of tirescloseto the Puerto
Rican community.

1990-91 — Asphalt piant

Boricuas in Lorrain, Ohio were
involvedin an rrying to stop an asphdlt
plant being built near their community .
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Early 1990s — Right To
Know Laws
Congreso Boricua in New Jersey hes
worked with another member organiza-
tion, CATA, around passing Right to
Know Laws regardingcommunity and
agricultural workersexposureto

pesticides.

1990 — The NCPRR convention
Thefirst workshop on Puerto Ricans

and the environment was organized.
The membersassambled in New York
City for the 10th Anniversary o the
NCPRR were unanimousin passngan
amendment condemning environmental
racism and proclamingtheenviron-
menta rightsof the Puerto Rican
community.

1991 — Conferenceon the
occupational health and safety
of workers of coior

A group of Latinosin and out of city
government and other peopled color
organized thefirst fivelanguage
conferencedf itskind in local 1199
New Y ork City around the working
conditionsof workersof color.

1991 = The First National
People of Color Environmental
Leadership Summit

G ass rootsenvironmentalistsof
color from all over thecontinental
United Sates—Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto
Rico, the Marshd| Idandsand Mexico.
gatheredto crystallizethe movement for
environmental justice. A contingent of
Puerto Ricans from the Eagt Coagt
(New Jersey, Boston. and New Y ork)
and Puerto Rico marched and met under
the banner o NCPRR. NCPRR
membersorganized acaucusdf al
Latinosfor networkingduring the
summitand it wasat this hisoric
meeting that the first substantia
connections with idand environmental-
istswere mede.

1991-92 — Medical waste
Incinerator
NCPRR membersin theSouth
Bronx d New York City are leading the
struggle against the Bronx Lebanon

Medica wagte incinerator. This mey be
the mogt highly deve oped environmen-
ta strugglewaged to date in the
environmental community in thet it hes
employed awideranged tacticsand
hasincorporated both variousgenera:
tionsof actividts,

1992 — EPA developments
The environmentd justice movement

forced the Federd Environmentd
Protection Agency to foomaworking
group on environmental equity to Sudy
theissueand produce a controversa
report in thesummer o 1992. This
waorking group and their report, as well
asan issued itsjournd dedicated to
environmental equity, gave recognition
to the phenomenad environmenta
racism. Several monthsafter the
summit an interna EPA mamo wes
lesked to membersd the movemet,
stating the EPA wasto heed off the
linkage of environmenta activistswith
the traditiond civil rights movemat. A
development they saw asexplosve.
Thiswasanother recognition of the
momentum and importanceof the
national movement

1992 — Building the Latino
environrnentallst network
Jean Gauna and Richard Moored
the Southwest Organizing Project
visited NCPRR membersand friendsin
New York in an activity hogted by the
Toxic Avengers.

1992 — Sewage sludge plant

NCPRR members, organizing with
membersof the Puerto Rican commu-
nity in the Red Hook section o Brook-
Iyn. New Y ork, were successful in
preventing thesiting of a sewagedudge
plant.

1992 — Sewage sludge plant

Individual NCPRR members
protested thesiting of adudgeplant in
the Sunset Park section of Brooklyn.

New York.
—JoseMorales
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Great Melodrama
of Race Relations in Los Angeles

by Victor Valle and Rudy D. Torres

Reliance O1 color €0des 10 explain
the inner city rests on a system of
neat racial categories, but some-

thing about L atinos underminesit.

The recent flurry of newspaper articlesand TV news
retrospectives on Los Angelessix monthsafter the riotsshared
acommonstory line. Whether victim, bystander or hero, they
wereall actorsin the great melodramacf "'race rdations” For
audienceconvenience, it seemed, the cast was color-coded.

But racid strife did not creste the LA. communitiesthat
went up in flames. Over and over again, citizensinterviewed
in the aftermath storiessaid as much: The riots wereprinci-
pally theresult of economic inequalities. Still. the iournaists
pushed racid conflict asa principal force behind the April
unrest.

Thisemphasison ""racerelations’ isperplexing. Taken at
facevaue, it suggeststhat if only thecity's variousracia and
ethnic groups could just “get along,” recovery would be just
around thecomer. No wonder much o the post-riot coverage
readslikea mordity tae.

But the medids proclivity toward symptom-causeconfu-
sion masksa deeper problem: The race taxonomy reporters
largely rely on to describe inner-city life restson asystem of
dubiousracid categories. Fortunately, there issomething
about Latinosthat underminesthis system. That somethingis
mestizaje— Latin Americas unfinished businessof racia and
cultural crossbreeding. Despiteracist injunctionsto forestall
theconsequencesaf five centuriesof geneticand culturd
dial ogue between the descendantsof Europe, Africa and Asa
and the hemisphere's indigenouspeoples, mestizajeins nuates
itself in every aspect of Latin American life.

In the United States, mestizaje expresses itsdf in the
Latino's refusal to choose one languageover another, or one
cultureor nationa heritageover another. Latinos prefer to
jugglethem al, even if the resulting synthesis may seem
messy or dangerous. But to those conditioned to tidy racial
compartments, L atinoambiguity isindeed threatening. A

peoplewho violate boundariesdf race, language and culture
upset myths of a nation-statebased on bordersand exclusion.

It's thus not surprising that the mediaal so sumble over the
mestizo'scelebration of ambiguity. Theclash of racelan-
guage and lived redity wasevident in the pogt-riot coveragein
the nation's dite print media The''two societies, one black,
one white — separate and unequad" dichotomy made famous
by the Kemer Commission report was smply not big enough
to containa " multicultural upheava in which villainsand
victimsdefied racia typing.

Ted Koppel's foray into South-Central wasone example.
By largely turning “Nightine” over to interviewswith

|
In the United States,
mestizaje expresses itself

in the Latino’s refusal to
choose one language over

another, or one culture or
national heritage over
another. Latinos prefer to
juggle them all.

African-Americangang members, hefdll into the black-vs.-
white trap. Another variaion on the black-white dichotomy,
blacks vs. browns, suggeststhat L atinosare snatchingjobsthe
nation owesto blacks. In its most divisiveform, thisthesis
blames L atinosfor the poverty in African-American commu-
nities.

Thereis no sinister conspiracy here. The mediz merdy
reflects beliefswiddy hed by their audiencesarid codified by
the nation's political indtitutions. The Census Bureau, for
example, has had an especially difficult time trying to figure
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out how to classify L atinos by color.

In 1940, L atinos were categorized as “black” or a**racid™
non-whitegroup. Inthe'50 and '60 Census, the category of
"white personsof Spanish surname'” was used. In'70, the
classificationwas changed to **white person of Spanish
surnameand Spanish mother tongue™ Then, in '80, the
expansive*non-white Higoanic." Latinoswere back to square
one. Becausethecensususesa'white" and " black™ paradigm
to classify residents, it hasshuttled Latinosback and forth
between thetwo extremes. In each case, the principlebehind
the label isthe perceived presenceor absenceof color.

Latinos pay the priceeach time they conform to such color-
coded insanity, especidly when they try to extract a few
morsalsof recognitionfrom the media. They know reporters
will take notesif they frame their demandsin the language of
racia or ethnic smfe, and only perfunctorily record their
economic and social complants.

Accordingly,the Los Angdlesdepicted in theriots reaf-
firmed theimageof an indugtrid city of the 1950s, onethat
upheld the corporatestatusquo bolstered by improved **race
relations™ as theonly reasonableaternativesto arson and
looting. Thereporters bardly noticed that the flames hed
charred adifferent city, one transformed by globa restructur-
ing, post-industrial manufacturing and collagpsecf dl the
mythic categoriesthat once defined thecity's social, cultura
and linguisticidentity.

Still, dl thisprovidesan unusud opportunity for journaists
to describethecity anew, as if seen for thefirst time. Latinos
arekey to thisrenamingand reteling. Theauthority comes
from the very mestizo ambiguitiesthey sharein amore
concentrated form with thecitizensof the world's post-
industrial cities.

But it will take courageand subtlety to tell thisstory. Both
local and nationa Latino leadership, which includesLatino
journalists, must Find the words to continuethe dial ogue of
inclusion that writerssuch as José Mart{ started more thana
century ago when heredefinedLatin Americaas “Nuestra
America”

Latin and Caribbean Americahas struggled to liveand
understand itsdifficult heterodoxy. English-speakingNorth
Americamay beready to join thisconversation when it
overcomesitsdisdainof mestizoimpurity. Latinoscan hesten
thisdialogueby recognizingtheir many ambiguitiesand
border-crossingsas strengths, and by remembering that
Americais moving toward afuturein which itscitizenswill
be accomplicesin multiracia kinshipand culture. Thisisthe
mirror Latinoshold up to America

Victor Valle teachesjournalismat California Polytechnic
State University,San LuisObispo. Rudy D.Torresisa
professor at the Graduate Center for Public Policy and
Administrationand the Department of Chicano Studiesat
California State University, Long Beach, with interestsin race
and political economy. This opinion pieceis reprinted with
theauthor's permisson fromthe Los AngelesTimes.
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<< From BEYOND BLACK AND WHITE, page 1 -
Neither, of course, did they seesimilar problemsof Afncan-
Americans, Native Americans, Asan-Pecific Americans, and
poor whitesasrelevant It would take persistent organizing,
activism, and documentation to begin winning recognitionof
environmenta racism and the need for environmenta justloe
Nor isthat struggleover.

For Latinosand others this problem hesan @(tradlmen-
sion. Dominated by people of European descent, most
environmenta groups think of racism in exclusively Black-
whiteterms. If they do recognizelinks between environmentd
issues and Latino communities, it isoften in limited ways,
important though they might be: " oh, Latinos—right,
pesticides.. farmworkers™ End of discusson. Onegetsthe
fedingthat theaverage Anglo image of Latinosfeaturesstoic-
faced campesinos marching with Cesar Chavez and some-
wherein the historical background Carmen Miranda in her
fruit-filled hat alongsidea mustachioed Mexican revolution-
ary. All too often Latino strugglesaretrivialized and don't
even gppear in themainstream’s landscapeof racid issues,
after dl, they aren't Black or white. .

New Thinking About Racism

U.S. society today demandsthat we look more closely at
Latinocommunitiesand their collectiveexperience with racia
issuesand struggles. One major reason to do thisringsloud -
and dear: theLatino populationis growing 0 rapidly that, if
present immigration ratescontinue, they will bethe nation's
largest peopleaf color within afew decades. You might .3
expect thisin Cdiforniabut such growth is not regiond: in *
1991, Lainosdready totalled 24.4% of New York C|tys
residents

A second reason for new thinkingabout racism |sthe
recent scapegoating of immigrants(read, Latinosand Asian/
Pacificldanders)for the nation's economic woes Such -
immigrant-bashing iSracism incarnate, afact often forgotten
because thedominant society appliesan exclusvely Black-
white modd of racism. We need to expand the bi-polar modd;
we need a multi-faceted model — not only becauseit ismore

. accuratedemographicaly but also becauseit isacrucia sep

in building thesolidarity needed to confront racism every-

where
An extreme narrownessof thinking about racial issueshes

long pervaded white institutionsand everyday perceptions. To
mention just a recent few examples: atwo-hour TY program
onracid issues hosted by Phil Donahue had eight guests—all
of them African American or Euro-American. An entire thame
issue Of The Nation magazineon racia inequdity last year -
contained only two brief phrasesconcerningpeopleof color.-
other than African-Americans. Thefact that L atinos partici-
Paed massively in the April 19921 os Angeles upriSng
ollowing theacquittal of Rodney King's assailants, with
L atinodeathsabout one-third of thetotd, did not d*nangethe
media’s perceptionof that event as *'a Black riot.” ’
Longstanding ignoranceaccompanies this blindness. Race
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relationsscholar Bab Blauner wrotein
1972 that "'Even informed Anglosknow
amost nothing about LaRaza, its
historical experience, itspresent
stuation...And the averagecitizen
doesn't have the foggiest notion that
Chicanoshaveken lynchedin the
Southwest..that an entire population
has been exploited economicdly,
dominated politicaly, and rgped
culturdly.” Blauner's wordsstill apply
2 yearslaer.

Severa higoric reasonsexplain this
myopia Latinoshavenot hed the
African American's numbers, geo-
graphic spread, lengthy tradition of

The term “Latino/a,”
while problematic,
IS less eurocentric
and inaccurate than
"Hispanic.”
|
militant resistance, and centra rolein
the nation's only civil wa. They did not
spearhead the assault on structural
racism twicein acentury: theorigina
Recongtructionand the 1960s Black
Civil Rights Movematt. Also, in the
evolutionof US racism, theconcept of
"whiteness" on which an empirewas
built depended totaly on the presence
of an opposite,"'blackness” for its
existenceand judtification. Thisin turn
hed profound psychologica conse-
quences, includinga dread of race-
mixing and white sexud anxiety which
have always been mogt powerful in
relaion to African Americans

All thisleadsto thecommon
perception among Latinosthat Anglos
— at least up to now — do not hateor
fear them so much asdismissthem as
insignificant Thisdismissa feedson
the historic contempt of the U.S for
Latin America—its people, their
languages and culture, and their issues.

The Yankeevison hasnever moved —-

beyond a U.S.-centrism that can only
imagine relationsaf domination with
other countries, especidly thosein*'its™
backyard. Indifferenceif not contempt
then washesonto Latinosin this
country.

Beyond Black and White

Confusionabout how to categorize
Latinos hasaso sugtained theexclu-
svely Black-whiteframework of
andyds. TheUS Censustermed

Latinos™white" until 1990, even though

US society tregted them with indtitu-
tionalized racism. (Occasiond excep-
tionsmay k medewhen ardatively
""Caucasan” gppearance combineswith
amiddle-classmanner to endble some
Latinos to "'pess’—dt leadt until a

S s urnameor accent surfaces)

Just What Does "Latino™ Mean?

As a people we combine indigenous,
European, and African roots— in
degrees that vary fromone area.or
netion to another. The Africanisoften
the least acknowledged; many people
are unaware, for example, theat an
estimated 200-300.000 Africanswere
brought to Mexico as daves under
Spanishrule. Asthat history suggests
the term “Latino/a™ which I've usd
here, while problemdtic, isless
eurocentric and inaccuratethan "His-
penic” Actudly mogt Latinosidentify
themsdves by their specific nationdity
—g/l,le(i can, Guatemdan, Venezudan,
etc. = rather than by any generd term.
When oneis needed, ome of uslike
""La Raza’ (the people) bed.

LaRazaincludespeoplelinked to
20-pluscountries but all having exper-
ienced coloniaism, direct and indirect,
by Spain or Ponuga and by the US It
wascolonization thet provided the .
economic basisfor theracism and
oppression we haveexperienced. US
colonization has been longest and most
direct for Mexican Americansand
Puerto Ricans. Almogtone-third of
today's United States was the home of
Mexicansdating bedk to the 1500s,
until Anglossaized hdf of Mexico by
war in 1848. The Mexicansthemsdves,
of course, occupied landsseized from
Native Americansbut this does not

_.negate theredity of Mexican-Amen-
cansas a colonized people. Nor does
the fact that mogt of our people today
date from 20th century immigration.

In the 1960s the tam Chicano/a
exploded on the sceneasacry of proud
identity from a militant youth move-
ment It affirmed the redlity of apeople
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and culture with Mexican originsbut
born or bred in theU.S “Chicano” is
far morethan anew flavor of Latin; it is

. apolitica tam and vary much alive

today, especidly among youth deter-
mined to fight ingtutiondized raciam.

That racism meansour children face
agrim future, given the 27% poverty
rate, 36%0high school drop-out rete, and
42% child poverty rate (even higher
then that of African Americans)
accordingto the 1990 Cenaus They will
aso encounter the mogt discrimination
in housng marketsdf any US popula-
tion group. Our namesand culturehave
been madeto equateinferiority; the
Spanish language has becomesa badge
of the non-whiteand colonized.

In addition to thesesignasadf racist
treatment, L ainosaong with Asian-
Pacific Idand Americansexperience the
specia discriminationreserved for
people who areor look like non- -
citizens. Anti-immigrantracism takes a
congtant toll at the border- and nearby
a eas where the Border Patrol, the
largest and most out-of-control police
forcein theUS, rapeand murder -~
Latinos/as. At the border, at work, or .
just tanding at a bus-dop, workingclass
L atinosare vulnerablethroughout daily
life — with or without legdl documents.

As all thisshows, we must expand
the exclusively Black-whiteframework
of racia andyssand redize thet raciam
evolves, that new varigiesemerge. To
seinditutiondized raciam asa prob-
lem faced only by Black people isolates
them from potentid allics. For peopleof
color tosee only thebi-palar model of
raciSm encouragesus (o i iain 1gnerar
about each other's commiusnrty ) or
progressveAnglosto resaisi £is ates on
Blacksas theonly important targe ¢ of
racism diminishesAngloability te
combeat recism effectively.

In theend, by blocking perception of
common intereststhe bi-poler frarie
work servesto sustan whitesupre iz
Wed!| havetogan by reachingfor .-
understanding of racism today aric
knowledged thel.ati | .
dong with others, in s «co =
poverty, and theenvironm ent.

Elizabeth Mariins: is ¢ San Frai
cisco-based activist and veritr
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Texas Task Force

Takes On Environmenfal Racism

by Antonio Diaz

In January 1993, the state of Texastook a bold step
fowards addressing environmental racism. The chairsdf the
two principal state environmental regulatory agencies, the
TexasWater Commission (TWC) and the Texas Air Control
Board (TACB),announcedthe formation of the Task Forceon
Environmental Equity and Jugtice to provide recommenda-
tionsto the nemy merged state environmental agency on
issues pertaining to environmental inequities. Asco-chair of
the task force, | participatedin its development and activities.
Thisessay will provide some backgroundon how the forma-
tion of the task force came about. its purposeand theresultsof
itsdeliberations.

Environmental Justice Struggles en Tejas

Asis the casewith mog efforts to positively influence
socia policy, theformation of the state sanctioned task force
to addressenvironmentd justicein Texas hasitsrootsin the
community organizing and grassroots &ctivism occurring
throughout the state. Texas, which has had significant
strugglesby communitiesdf color against environmental
injustices, frequently tops the nation in the largest amount of
toxic chemicasrdleasad. According to the 1991-1992 Green
Index published by the Indtitutefor Southern Studies, Texasis
among the worgt statesin the nation in the releasedof cancer-
causing chemicasinto theenvironmentand the least amount
of spending, per capita, on environmental protection.

Moreover, the growth of communitiesof color isincreas-
ingly changing thedemographicsof thestate. In 1990, people
of color made up more than 45% of the combined population
of thestate's 10 largest counties. Texas has the second largest
Latino population, thethird largest African American popula-
tion, the fourth largest ASan population and theeighth largest
Native American population in the nation.

Among the myriad environmental justice snugglesthat
peopledf color in Texas haveengaged in are thefollowing:
the effortsof an African American community to be equitably
relocated from living on a Superfund sitein Texarkana, Texas,
the ongoing attempt to amedliorate the public health and
environmenta impact of lead dlag contaminationin West
Ddlas, a predominately African American and Latinocommu-
nity; and the Chicano/mexicano binational work occurringin
Brownsville, TX-Matamoros, Mexico to pressure thelargely
U.S.-owned maquiladorasto adopt environmental safeguards
and responsiblelabor practices, and urge U.S public hedth
agencies to examine the environmental causesof the cluster of
neural tube birth defectsin that region.

Along with theseefforts, a major occurrence which
highlighted the impact of environmental racism in the state of
Texas, and led to theformation of thetask force. wasthe

victoriouscampaign by a Chicano environmentd justice group
and a primarily African American codition of neighborhood
associationsto relocatea 52 acre fuel storage tank farm
adjacent to a predominately Latino and African American
neighborhood in east Audtin. Thisstruggleoccurred in the
state capita, received extensive media coverage and was
defined by the organizationsinvolved asa clear example of
environmenta racism. Sincethiscommunity-ledeffort
occurred in the environmenta regulaory agencies “back-
yard", it further sensitized state regulatorsand policy makers
to thiscrucial issue.

A fina ingredient which set the context for thedevelop
ment of thetask force was the formation of, and thestatewide
gathering held by, the Texas Network for Environmenta and
EconomicJustice{ TNEE]). The Texas Network grew out of a
seriesof meetings, coordinated by the Texas Center for Policy
Studies, anon-profit environmental research and advocacy
organizationbased in Augtin, to examine theimpact of
environmenta hazardson communitiesof color in Texasand
plan for thestatewide gathering. TNEEJ’s first Satewide
gathering, held in August, 1992, included sessonson eco-
nomic policy and environmenta impacts, the North American
H ee Trade Agreement and workplacetoxics. At thisgather-
ing, which brought together more then 70 participantsfrom
across Texasand northern Mexico, thechairsof theTWC and
the TACB participated on a pand on stateregulatory agencies
and environmentd racism. Thisgave thetwo headsof Texas
environmenta agenciesan opportunity to heer firsthand the
concernsof peopleof color from throughout thestate.

Also, for thisstatewidegathering, the TexasCenter for
Policy Studies released a draft of a report prepared for the
Texas Network titled Toxicsin Texas and Their Impact on

. Communities of Color. Thereport isapreliminary sudy of

thesiting of toxic facilitiesin Texasand the denzographics
around thosefacilities, as well asan overview sf envisonmen-
1l justiceissuesof concern to Texas communitics Of calor,

- Theseactivities, among other local, regional and national
initiatives, created agreater awarenesssf environmenta
racism in Texas. From thiscontext of swggl e that communi-

" tiesof color have engaged in throughout thestate, the TACB

and the TWC established the environmenial equity and justice
task force. .- e

Texas Environmental Equity & .J istice Task For: @
InJanuary, 1993, theformistion of ~ > = ¥ e
Environmenta Equity and Justics v «
Force, formed by the chairsic i « ©¢ i
and the Texas Water Comrins: (B e
recommendationsto the cosi < [ s , o
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which was to merge on September 1,
1993. The 27-member Task Force
consisted of representativesfrom
diversesectors. community groups,
municipa government, state environ-
menta regulators, civil rights organiza-
tions, legidators, industry and labor
interests, etc. The formation of the
Texas task force was unprecedented; no
other state hed initiated such a body to
consider environmentd raciam and
provide recommendationsto its policies
and practices.

The task force hed limited time to
provide its recommendationsto the
agencies. Varioussubcommitteeswere
formed to focuson areassuch asa
review of the tateagencies statutes,
policiesand procedureswhich may lead
to inordinateenvironmenta hazardsto
low income communitiesand communi-
tiesof color; an andysisof therole that
locd governments play in thelocation
of facilitiesthet poseasignificant risk;
and areview of theagencies communi-
cation with communitiesof color to
provide recommendationson how the
agency can becomemore'' user
friendly,” among other factors.

Throughout this process, a each
meeting of the task force, the public
comment period was utilized by citizens
from throughout the state to voice their
concernsand highlight particular
community environmental justice
struggles. The task forcemembersal so
received reports by agency saff on
issuesranging from the agencies
permitting processto the setting of
effectsscreening levelsfor ar emis-
sionsto stateenvironmenta and public
hedth initiativesaong the Texas-
Mexico border.

On August, 1993, the task force
presented its report to the agencies.
Though consensus was reached on most
of thereport's recommendations, a
contested recommendationand two
dissenting reports wereincluded.
Among the recommendationsfor the -~
new stateconsolidated environmental
agency were

devel opa comprehensive database
of information on facilities, permits,
enforcement actions, demographic and

-
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socioeconomicinformation, health data,
complaints, etc., with ageographical
component;

 meet the language needsof the
public by publishing public noticesin
multiplelanguages, providing transla-
tion and transcription services for public
meetings, and ensuring thet the central
and district offices have the capability
of communicating in languagesother
than English;

« enhance the permitting processby
requesting the participation of loca
governmentsand community groups
seeking redressfor environmenta
inequities.

The contested recommendation dealt
with the extent that the Officeof the
Public Interest Counsel should bean
independent entity with thesame
powersavailableto a private counsd.
The report with its44 recommendations
was a so accompanied by two minority
reports. Membersof the task force
representing industry and business
interests disagreed with the premise of
the task forceand report thet environ-
mental racism actually exigted in Texas.
In response, severd of the members
representing citizen concernssubmitted
their own opinion which wascritical of
the weskening of the report by industry
representatives. Thecitizens dissent-
ing report cited over 20 studies that
document environmenta racism and
stated, "*we know thereistoo much
pollution in our neighborhoodsbecause
weseeit, smdl it, hear it, and are
affected by it ... we are offended by the
implication ... that our experiencesare
not credible enough to justify strong
action.”

Next Steps for
Environmental Justice

Although expected differencesof
opinion did arise within the task force,
the deliberationsfor the report and its
recommendationsbrought together and
initiated dialogue between different
sectorswhodo not usudly sit together
todiscuss theseissues. Furthermore,
the task force's work provided an
important fi st step for astate environ-
menta regulatory agency to address
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environmental justicein Texas

The chairman and commissionersof
the new consolidated agency accepted
the report and its recommendations.
Additionaly, thecommission'schair-
man establishedan implementation
committeeand an environmenta equity
officeat the new agency. It remainsto
be seen to what extent the recommenda:
tionswill beincorporated and the long
term impact of the task force. It will be
necessary that community, civil rights
and environmenta groups, and other
interestedindividual sand organizations,
continuetheir work to ensure thet state
and local regulatorsand policy makers
implement the needed equitable
environmenta policiesand practices.
These are necessary stepstoabtain an
accurateassessment on the extent of
environmenta racism and to serioudy
makeeffortsto rectify thisproblemin
Texas. Ultimately, the continued
leadershipand work by grassroots
community activistsand organizations,
and the building of a broader movement
for environmenta justice, will be
necessary to redizethe needed changes
foradeanand &lfeenvironmentand
workplace.

- Note: TheTexasTask Forceon
Environmental Equity and Justice
Report can beobtained by contacting
ClydePykes, Office of Air Qudlity,
TexasNatural Resource Conservation
Commission, 12124 Park 35 Circle,
Ausdtin, Texas 78753, 512-908-1058.

- Foracopy o the Texas Network report

prepared by the Texas Center for Policy
Studies(TCPS), contact TNEEJ, PO.
Box 684825, Austin, Texas 78768-4825
or TCPSat 512-474-0811. Thereport

-isavalablefor $10.00. -, . --

Antonio Dfaz is co-chair of PODER
(PeopleCrganized in Defensed Earth
and her Resources),an Eag Austin
environmental justice organization,and
daff member for the Texas Center for
Policy Sudiesin Augtin. Texas.. -
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Expansion
of the
Port of Miami

by Daniel Suman

Twenty blocks north of the modem high-rise buildings of
downtown Miami. Florida, and theluxury passenger linersof
the Port of Miami lies the neighborhooddof Edgewater-
Wynwood. The population of this Miami neighborhood is
largely Latinoand low-incomeand faces high levelsof
unemployment. Single-family residences. gpartment build-
ings, smdl offices. and vacant lots form the neighborhood's
physica structure. The continued existenceof Edgewater-
Wynwood will bein jeopardy, however. if the Port of Miami
and Dade County have their way.

The Port of Miami's Proposed Transfer Faclilty

In May 1993, the Port of Miami, an autonomousagency of
Dade County, introduced a proposal before the Metro-Dade
Segport Committeeto purchase 110 acres of land in Wynwood
now occupied by residencesand smal businesses. The Port
hopesto develop the land into a container storageand transfer
facility far containersentering Miami by seawith East Coast
degtinations. The project's officid nameis the Intermodal
Container Trandfer Facility.

TheWyrnwood siteisideal for the Port for a number of
reasons. It isserviced by rail linesdf the HoridaEast Coast
Railway (FEC), isadjacent to Interstate 95. and isonly two
and a hdf milesfrom the Port of Miami. The present transfer
siteislocated in Hidegh at adistancedf over 22 milesfrom
the Port on congested state roads. Port officiasindgt that they
must obtain the Wynwood site so that Miami can becomethe
premier Inter-American seaport. Becausecargo traffic
doubled between 1989-93 and isexpected to doubleagain
between 1993-97, the Port administration argues thet it must
increasestoragefacilities. Moreover, recently thePort entered
intoajoint venturewith the FEC Railway to operatea
container transfer facility on the 59 acresat the old FEC sitein
Wynwood. Thus theadditional 110 acresaf land will expand
the Port's existing container transfer operations.

Probabie Community Impacts
The possiblecreation of this expanded transfer fecility in
Wynwood will negatively impact the residentsdf thisstrug-
gling neighborhoodand destroy their senseof community. At
least twenty four businesses with over 650 enployeesand a
payroll of grester than $14.2 million would be displaced.
Over 220 homes with 645 residentswould be condemned and
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razed. Thefacility would increase tractor trailer traffic in
central Miami, el evatelevels of roise and air pollution, and be
an eyesorein a city whoseeconomy dependson tourism. The
facility would also cut into the City Sf Miami’s tax base
because government land isexempt from property taxes.

Port officiasclaim tha the facility would create over 500
new jobs. They offer to mitigate the development by planting
trees around the site's perimeter to hide the view of stacked
containers. trucks, and cranes.

Community Opposition

Wynwood-Edgewater resideri(s are cutraged by thePort’s
expansion plan and by themanze: in which County officids
have neglected their input in the planning pracess. Local
community socia and business graups, such as Concerned
Citizens of Edgewater. the Edgewater Economic Development
Corporation. Aspira FHorida the Senior Center, the Hot Meds
Program, the Holy Cross Daycare Center, and ti¢ Corpus
Cristi Catholic Church, are united in their opposition io the
Port of Miami/Dade County propasal. Even the City of Miami
seemsto be taking acritical stance lasgely based on the
potential lossof tax revenues. City officials question what
Dade County would give the neighborficod and the City in
exchangefor their project.

County's Progcedure ,

Earlier thissummer the Board of County Commissioners
amost adopted the Part's expansion plans without formal
publicinput. OnJunel, theCounty Manage: proposed the
acquisition o the Edgewater-Wynwood site (¢ the Board of
County Commissionershy all means possible. Severa days
later, when the County Commissicners began to consider the
matter, neighborhood organizations who auended the meeting
voiced their concern. Asaresultof this community opposi-
tion, the County Commission decided to postione further
action until they had held apublic hearing in the neighbor- .
hood. Over 500 peopleattended liis pul:lic hearing held on
June 16 at acommunity schook.

As aresult of the public hearing, sevess
sionerssupported the appoinunent of & i sudy the
issue of Port expansion. Althsigh the Pozrd of County
Commissionersapproved the tzsk force ir Jai y, the Lo[mty
Manager named the Port Direcior as Chairman. Residents of
Edgewater-Wynwood,however, represert only 25%af the. .
task force.

Thetask forcehas yet 1o rcpm to thie: Courity Commission-
ers, and the Port expansios project iS t@mpomﬂ; om hold.
Nevertheless, the composition: of the task force and the great.
economic and political powes of the P@ ol f\ P suggest |
that the expansion project vilk
groups are organizing & addr
legal defenses to the Port's expa

Daniel Suman is o professor of i

! County Commis-
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Building
Poweyr
Without

Borders

by Catalina Muniz

The Third Annua Gathering of the Southwest Network for
Environmental and Economic Justice Network took placeon
August 18-21, 1993, in San Diego, Cdliforniaand Tijuana,
Mexico. Thethemed the Gathering wes"* Building Power
Without Borders - In the Spirit o Our People™ The Youth
Caucus met on Wednesday and Thursday to developthe goals
d the Y outh Leadershipand Development Campaign and
further definetheir rolewithin SNEEJ. The generd body of
the Network came together on Thursday, with an opening
ceremony which induded performancesby Aztecand A ri can
dancersand Korean drummers.

Early Friday morning we boarded busesto go to Tijuana,
Mexico where we would spend theremainder of theday in La
ColoniaChilpancingo In El Cafion del Padre. Theday in
Tijuanabegan with testimony about the struggles — poison-
ing, labor exploitation, etc. — peoplefacedaily in their
communitiesdue to the presenceof the maquilas.

Being new to the border area, | wasamazed at the number
of maquilasthat are built on the hillsded the Colonia
Chilpancingo. A noticeablefeatureof al the maquilaswasa
posting saying that they werelooking for new employees. A
myth surrounding the negotiationsof NAFTA isthat it will
createjobsin Mexico. Although jobs might becreated
becauseof the maguilas, a netlossaf jobswill result because
jobswill belost in the small businesssector wheremost
peopleare employed. Wealso learned that the maquilas have
atumover rate of 100% and workershaveto be bused in from
theinterior of Mexico. This high turnover rate preventsunion
organizating and keeps wages low.

A press conference, which was attended by pressfrom
Mexico and the United States, was held following the testi-
mony. After the pressconference, we held a demonstrationin
front of a proposed hazardouswaste transfer sationt o express
our solidarity with our Mexican sistersand brothersand to put
these multinational corporationson notice. Thetarget of the
protest, Pacific Treatment Environmenta Services, isthe
corporateoffspring of Pacific Treatment Corporation which
has polluted communitiesof color on both sidesof the border.
Wewerereminded againd thisunjust and artificial border
that divides people but not corporateenvironmental racism as
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The Southwest
Network for
Environmental and
Economic Justice
meets in San Diego,
U.S., and Tijuana,
Mexico

we headed back to San Diego at the end of the day.

On Saturday morning, we heard a panel of speakers from
the IndigenousEnvironmenta Network, the Southern Orga-
nizing Committee, the ASan Pecific Environmenta Network
and the Southwest Network for Environmental and Economic
Jugtice. Representativesfrom each network spoke about
issuesdf environmental and economic injustice that affect
their communities. The need for regional networksto work
together nationaly wasevident in their presentations.

The Southwest Network was formed t o bring together

. activistsand grassroots organizationsof peopleof color from

across the Southwest to broaden regiond strategies and
perspectiveson environmenta degradation and other sociat,
racial and economicinjugtices. Thus, the general membership
decided not to caucusasethnic groups this year (which we
havedonein previousyears), because our strength liesin
networking among different ethnic groups.

Although ardative" newcomer' to the Coordinating
Council, | |&ft the Gathering with a rejuvenated sense of
energy and a growing commitment to the Southwest Network.
Thissensedf belongingwas evident in the other Gathering
participants, aswell asthe notion of suength in unity and the
nead t o concretely push forward our agendain the coming
year.

Catalina Muniz isa Southwest Network Coordinating
Council Representative from New Mexico. She workswith the
Universityof New Mexico Office of Minority Recruitment and
Retention, and has been an active member of the UNM
Chapter of MECHA since 1991. .

Rini Templeton
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CATA

15 Years of Farm
Worker Action

Twenty farm workersin Florida bregk into smal groups
and draw adetailed nap on theflipchart of thefarmsthey
work. The mapsincludethelocation of crops, mixing and
Sorageof pesticides, housing, packing and shipping, drainage
candls, eating areasand sanitary facilities. They draw a skull
and cross bonesin the areas where chemicd hazardsexist and
aserpentin areas where physical hazards are found.

The workersreconvenein alargegroup, post their mgpson
the wall and discuss the physical and chemica hazards they
find in each production process. Theseinclude preparation of
the soil, planting, hoeing and weeding, thinning, cutting and
packing and shipping. Then they list the problemswhich they
think are most serious: exposureto pesticideswhile the plants
are still wet, lack of training, lack of field sanitation, hest, low
back pain caused by bending over eight hoursa day, and hand
arthritiscaused by making 2,300,000 repetitivemotionswith
theclipperseach year. Eagerly, they then begin to discuss
possiblesolutions: educating farm workersabout their rights;
strategies for assuring that the grower obey there-entry times
and provide sanitary facilities; rest breskson hot days,
researching handle design and spring pressureon clippers, and
asking the grower to provide cuuers which cause the lesst
stresson hands. A futuremeeting is planned to follow up on
thesestrategies.

Thefacilitator of the discussion isafarm worker from
CATA, part of the Farmworker Hedlth and Sefety Indtitute.
Fifteen CATA farm workers have been trained as pesticide
educatorsand have given over 185 pesticideprogramsin
campsand communitiesin New Jersey, Pennsylvaniaand
Puerto Rico.

Ninety-fiveper cent of thefarm workers who work the
fieldsof New Jersey or in the mushroom housesof Southeast-
ern Pennsylvaniaare PuertoRicansor Mexicans. Mogt of
them share the common experience of migrating from their
homesand leaving their familiesand support systemstolive
in Anglocommunitieswhere they areisolated from theloca
cultureand social support systems, and where they perform
grueling work for minimum wageand live in often horrendous
camps.

Their common experienceas Latino migrants who face
terrible working and living conditionscresteda need to
developacommon baseof support and empowerment so that
they could work together to improvetheir lives. Thusin 1979
migrant farm workersorganized CATA — the Farm workers
Support Committee — 0 that farm workerscould develop the
skillsand organizational capacity to achievethese gods
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CATA istheonly existing organi zation through which the
35,000 farm workerswho harvest the fruit and vegetable crops
of New Jersey, the 100,000 workersand their familieswho
harvest the mushrooms of Chester County. Pennsylvania,or
the 100,000 seasond farm workerswho harvest the cane,
coffee, fruitsand vegetablesof Puerto Rico can work together
to attain humane workingand living conditions. Recently
CATA hasaso begun to work with the more than 30,000
Dominican farm workerswho migrated to Puerto Rico seeking
work.

Agricultura production in Puerto Rico, Pennsylvaniaand
New Jersey is vay labor intensveand practicesrequirea
tremendous useof pesticidesto which farm workersare
exposed. Out of thisconcern, in 1989, the CATA membership
mandated theat the organizationfocuson theissue of pedticide
exposureof farm workers, and the Pesticide Project was bom.

Over thelagt three years, the Pesticide Project hesaccom-
plished agreat ded. Over 600 workershave participatedin
| eadership development programs. More than 300 workers
have given public testimony and conducted educationa
campai gnsconcerning legidation to provide pesticide hazard
communication and field sanitation to farm workers, which
resulted in astate field sanitation standard and a strong
pesticide Right to Know Law being passed. Pesticideand
field sanitation violationshave been documented and cam-
paigns have been devel oped to pressureagenciesto improve
enforcement of existing laws

CATA sharesitsexperiencesand resourceswith other fam
worker organizetionsin the east through the Farm worker
Healthand Safety Indtitute. For more information about
CATA, writeor catl: Farm Workers Support Committee,
4S Delsea Drive, Glassboro, NJ08028. (609)881-2507.
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News: San Francisco

People Organizing to Demand
Envwonmental Rights in.San Frarncis

by Leticia Alcantar .

MarlaO and her child cameto the U.S. from Cubain
1992. Serecentlyarrivedin San Franciscoafter abrief stay
in Miami. Shewasreferred to a housing complex by a social
service agency which places new immigrantsin apartments.
Three monthsafter she moved into her new San Francisco
apartment, her 18 month old child wastested with elevated
levelsd lead. Therearethreeother familiesin the same
housing complex whose children arelead poisoned. Noneof
the parentswere notified about the lead hazardsor existence
o other lead poisoned children in the building.

Thisscenariois not new or uncommon to poor peopleand
peopleaf color wholivein urban areasin the United Sates.
Maos commonly, families exposed to devated levelsof lead
suffer from a number of other socia and economic inequai-
ties, such as inadequate housing conditions, little or no access
to healthcare, and poor nutrition dueto poverty. to namea
few. A recent Californiastudy showed thet 67%0d the
children with African American, Latinoor Adan backgrounds
tested werefound to havelead levelsgreater than 10 micro-
grams per deciliter of blood (mg/dl). In San Francisco. onein
12 children tested in arecent survey werefound to have
eevated levels— that is, eight percent of the children tested
were contaminated with dangerouslevelsof leed.

One community in San Francisco isorganizing to prevent
the causesof thissilent epidemiccalled lead poisoning.
PODER (PeopleQrganizing to Demand Environmental
Rights) isa community-based grassroots organizetionin the
Misson Digtrict which was crested in 1991 soon after the
results of alocd lead survey wererdeased. PODER isa
membership organization made up of familiesdf lead-
poisoned childrenand of concerned residents and tenants. The
mgority of itsleadership is mono-lingual Spanish spesking
women who have not been involved in any other community
organization before now, PODER's memberscomefroma
number of Lain American countries =~ including Mexico, El
Sdvador. Nicaragua, Guatemdaand Cuba -- aswdl as
Southeast Asan countriesincluding Vietnam and Cambodia
Sinceit isgeneraly the mother whois respongblefor the
children's hedth care, most of PODER's membersare women.

From 1991 to 1992, PODER worked with other organiza-
tions to successfully support the passage of the first Lead
Poisoning Prevention Ordinancein San Francisco. Whilethe
Ordinance mandatesthat the Department of Public Hedth
(DPH) create an effective comprehensivelead poisoning
prevention ordinance, PODER members havefound thet a
mandate doneis not enough.

Recently, PODER members have waged acampagn to
demand accountability from politiciansand policymekers.
agency bureaucratsand landlordsto require better enforce-

ment and monltorlng of theOrdmance The membershave
developedalist of proposalshasad on their expersience with
the implementationof theOrdinance. As ienanis, all members
felt disenfranchisedand without rights. In fac, in San
Francisco’s Mission Ditrict 80% of the people, most of whom
are low incomeand peopledf color, live in rerital units. These
tenantsare at greatest risk of suffering from lead poisoning
and other substandard housing problems because they do not
have control of the property they livein. Low-income tenants
and tenantsof color are often victimsdf slumlord abuses
because they can not afford to pay higher rents, they speak
foreign languagesor becausethey are unawareof their rights.
Even when they understand their rights many low income
tenantsand tenantsd color fear asserting them hecause of
their misconceptionsabout complaining o govesnment
agenciesin thiscountry.

One PODER family's experienceisinsiuctive. When the
child of thefamily wasdiscovered to haveblood. jead levels
above 20 mg/dl the DPH performed an environmestal test of
their apartment and discovered high levelsof lead in the paint.
Noneof the other tenantswith familieswere givesn notice
about the high levelsof lead in thebuilding by the lanpdlond
even though it ismandated by law. Despite the requirement
for notificationt o other occupants of the building, there is no
enforcement or monitoring mechanismt o ensure comptiance
with the law. Moreover, thereis aill no law which says that
lead isa housing or hedlth nuisance. Only after doorknocking
theentire buildingand encouraging parentst o have their
children’s blood tested wasit discovered that three other
children werealso lead poisoned in the samie building.

Recently PODER membersarranged ameeting with the
Director of the Lead Poisoning Prevemtion Froject in Sas
Francisco. At the meeting, the members presented alise of
detailed demands regarding tenant righis, notification and lead
hazard cleanup. The Director, afier intensive pressre from
memberspresent a the meeting to respond to the demands,
agreed to vigorously support several of e demands and to
arrange meetings between PODER membexs and other agency
bureaucrats, including the Director of the BPH to seek supgort
for the remaining demands.

Thisisonly the beginning for PODER's members. We
plan to work hard to createand pass alead! higzard reduction
ordinance that will focuson removing jexd from owr envin-
ment with greater participation from the comamunity.

Leticia Alcdntar is a seaff atiorney at the West Coast
Regional Office of Consumers Unign and Project Direcior for
PODER (People Organizing to Demand Environmeria]
Rights). Anybodyinterestedin more informarion can calf Lisa
Pagan or Leticia Alcdntar at 415/431-4210.
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News: South Bronx, NY

The South Bronx
Coalition for
Clean Air

by Nina Laboy

The South Bronx Codlitionfor Cleen Air isa grassroots
group of over 50 active volunteers with more than 800
participants, primarily African-Americanand Latino residents
of the poorest Congressional Didtrict of the United States.
Members of the National Congressfor Puerto Rican Rights
and local schoolsand community-based organizations were
among the foundersaof the South Bronx Coalition for Clean
Air, uniting with other community groupswith the primary
god of shutting down a medica wasteincinerator built in our
backyard, without our knowledge.

Thisincinerator,developed by afirm called Resource
Management, Inc. and sponsored by Bronx Lebanon Hospital
and origindly proposedasan upgrade, has, asof January 15,
1993, secured the right to burn 48 tons of infectious medica
wadte, plasticsand paper per day, 24 hoursaday, right in the
middieof New York City, in the South Bronx. Thedevelop-
- ersconvinced Bronx Lebanon Hogpitd officids to use their
sponsorshipin exchangefor free burning of their waste, and
- weregranted a$15 million tax-free bond package based on
their ability to providejobsto locd resdents. As far aswe
know the only South Bronx "*resident™ hired was the local
Community Planning Board Chairman, who istill on their
payroll asa"'job developer” — this same person wasalso
Chairman of the Bronx Solid Waste Advisory Board! The
FBI says they areinvestigating possible corruption, but we
have heard nothing from them.

Our Codlition isdetermined to win againgt this blatant
exampleof environmental racism in an areawhich right now
hasoneof the highest ratesof immunedeficiency and
respiratory diseasein the United States. The Hunts Point-Port
Morris areaof the South Bronx isafour-square-milearea
which already containsover 60 wagte transfer stations
handling all typesof materias, many highly toxic, amunicipa
de-watering plant, asludge trestment plant, two city transit
authority garages, and alarge hedting-ail retail and storage
plant which over the years has caused extensive contamination
o thesoil. Additionaly, thereisan electricdl rail system, a
Consolidated Edison elecmcal plant, a city sanitation garage,
variousrecycling plants, legd and illegal dumpingsites, a
newly built Sludge pelletization plant and a proposed munici-
pd newspaper de-inking planr

The neighborhood isa so hometo the Hunts Point Re-
giond Food Market, thelargest food distribution center on the
eastern seaboard. Business|eaders estimate thet thousands of
jobs, if notal, will belost due to food contamination from the
plantsand incineratorsin thisarea

Through our struggleagainst theincinerator, we learned

Page Twenty-Nine

much abut how to organize our community. Weare now
working to providea hedth analysisand a hedth ri sk assess-
ment of our area, both of which have never been donead-
eguately. We will continue pressuring governmental agencies
to provide the Bronx with an environmental benefitsprogram
and remediation. We will soon open the first environment and
fundraising resourcecenter in the South Bronx, thanksto a
smdll grant from the CitizensCommitteefor New York City.

Our fight againgt the incinerator has not ended and will not
end until it isclosed. Resource Management hesfiled for
Chapter 11 and the judge has decided to accept affidavitsfrom
the community opposing the reorganization. Onedf the
affidavitsis charging Resource Management Technologies,
Inc. with conspiracy, and the court with conspiracy if they
approve the reorganization. The hearing has been postponed
three timesand now isscheduled for February, 1994.

In the meantime, weare keeping the pressureon the
hospitalsand clinicsthat supply the incinerator with medica
wade. ThisincludesH P, aloca health maintenance organi-
zation. Weare demanding that they change their method of
wagte disposal. They areserioudy considering the option of
autoclaving, after meeting with community residentsin thefall
of 1993. Those present at the meeting found out that the
administratorsof HIPdid not have the knowledge thet we hed
about thecompany and abut medica wastedisposa and its
hazards.

Another potentid environmenta struggle the South Bronx
Codlition For Clean Air isresearching at thistimeis the
development o the Harlem River Y ards, a 90-acreplot of land
which surrounds thesouthern tip of the South Bronx. The
coalition isopposed to the privatization of thet property by the
New York State Departmentof Transportation,and weare
demanding thet theoriginal 1982 Environmenta Impact
Statement (EIS) berespected. ThisEIS proposed thedeveop-
ment of an intermodal railway freight center, which would
connect the Bronx to anationd network of commercid
freight. The privatedeveloper chosen has proposed thet a
paper mill, a wadte trestment plant and another waste transfer
dtation be built on this™gateway to City."”

On December 13,1993 we gave our commentson the
proposed Croton filtration plant and Jerome Park Reservoir
conversion. The probable impact on the central community of
the Bronx could beterrible. \We continueto provide work-
shopsfor youth in the publicand privateschoolsin thearea

The South Bronx Codlition for Clean Air's activities have
been the most Sgnificant organized protest in theareain mary
years. Itsinfluenceon community activists and especialy
thosefighting environmenta racism is nationwide. We
believeit is becausewesmply w eabout our futureand thet
of our childrenand families

"NO JUSTICE, NO PEACE -- END ENVIRONMENTAL
RACISM NOW!™

Nina Laboy isthe Director of the Bronx Office of Voter
Participation and the Co-Chair of the Bronx Clean Air
Coalition.



Page Thirty

Fall 1993/Winter 1994

News: New Mexico

Race, Poverty 6 the Environment

Taking Back New Mexico

The SouthWest Organizing Project (SWOP) isadtatewide,
multi-raciad community organization in New Mexico, with
membershipin Albuguerqueas wdl as the northern and
central partsdof the state. The group worksto develop leader-
ship in indigenous communitiesand working class neighbor-
hoods, and for over 12 yearshas medeit possible for thou-
sandsof New Mexicansto begin to havea placeand voicein
social, economic and environmental decisonmaking which
affectsther lives. ""We reach our objectives by educating,
organizing, and developing leadership in our communities,”
saysJeanGauna, SWOP's executivedirector and afounding
member of thegroup. ""We are working for the self-determi-
nation of our peoples— when they can teke direct responsibil-
ity in running their-communities.

Thegroup, founded in 1981 by *three folkson unemploy-
ment with a solitary typewriter," according to SWOP Board
president Sofia Martinez, has grown intoa nationd leader in
the movement for social justice. SWOP worksaon environ-
menta justice, economic justiceand public participation
projects. *"We have the right to safecommunities, yet our
neighborhoods suffer the most from pollution,” explains
Michad Guerrero of the SWOP4aff. *"We have theright to
live and raise our children in our communities, yet we have

|
SWOP has long been a

leader in the environmen-
tal justice movement,
working locally to
empower New Mexican
communities to stand yp
to corporate polluters’
and developing regional
and national networks of
activists.

litde control over how out neighborhoods developand weare
oftenforced out for economic reasons” To remedy this,
SWOP has devel oped a Community Bill of Rights, which
addressesissues of empowerment, information and the
responsibilities of industry and government.

SWOPhaslong been aleader in theenvironmental justice

movement, working locally to empower New Mexican
communitiesto stand up to corporate polluters, and devel op-
ing regional and nationa networksof activists. The
Southwest Network for Envuonmental and Economic Justice
wasinitiated by SWOPin 1990, and Network director Richard
Mooreis former co-director of SWOP.

One of SWOP's mgor focusesfor the upcoming yeer isthe
semiconductor industry giant Intel, which isseeking to expand
its plant near Albuquerque. The plant in Sandoval County is
dready Intel's largest manufacturing operation, producing 50
percent of thecorporation's revenueand 70 percent of its
profits. SWOP sees danger in |etting the giant company get
bigger, however, pointing to excessivetax breaks, occupa
tiona hazards, water contamination,and discriminatory hiring
practices. ""We consder Intel's expansion nothing morethena
multi-milliondollar hustleof New Mexico — our communi-
tiesand our people,” saysGauna.

Aida Franco, the SWOPstaffer on the campaign, saysthat
thetax breaks offered to Intel, combined with other govern-
ment givebacks, meke the company the state's largest welfare
recipient. Shedso pointsout thatIntel isthe 8th largest
polluter in theentirestate, and hasa less-than-sterlingtrack
record for occupationd safety and hedth. In Junedf 1993,
over 80 congtruction workerswent to local hospitalsfor hedth
problemsdue to chemicd fumesat the Intel site.

SWOP's campaign seems to be having an effect. Inan
ominousdevel opment that demongtrates the power of the
community group, Intd has digtributed information to its
employeeson SWOP. including materid which isincorrect
and misleading, and has held mass meetings of employeesto
discuss SWOP and other community groups questioning the
company.
While Intel may be SWOP's largest target this year, the
group &l SO has several other campaignsrunning:

« TheCampaign to Take Back New Mexico isanon
partisan voter registration, education and get-out-the-vote
drivein three counties, designed to significantly increase
participation of previoudy unregistered people in municipd,
stateand federa elections.

* SWOP's Sustainable Communities Campaign strivesto
make the public aware of, and able to participatein, decisions
affecting industry and the economy in New Mexico. Itaso
works to help workersinjured in **high tech™ and other
industriesto obtain justice.

» The Martineztown Campaign develops new leadership
and increases grassroots participation in that historic Albu-
querque community, including helping local residents opposc
thesiting of anew federa courthousein the community.

For moreinformation on SWOP’s activities. contact SWOP
at 211 Tenth Street, SW, Albuquerque, NM 87102, 505/247-
8832.
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Defining Power in Tejas
Latino Environmental Group PODER
Widens East Austin Agenda

by Elaine Ayala

Susana Almanzaand Antonio Diez don't consider them-
selvespessmigts. They don't see themselvesas loud-mouth
agitatorseither, or asanti-business. Thetwo longtime
environmental justiceactivistsspesk camly, softly, with a
peace that may comefrom being on acarefully mapped, if
jagged, road.

Others may hold digtinctly differentopinionsdf the two
forces behind PODER, the David thet helped fight the tank-
farm Goliath and won. In some corners, theorganizationis
seen asagadfly, itsagendaradicd, itsleaders ma contents.

Still, PeopleOrganizedin Defenseof Earth and her
Resources — whose acronym, PODER, is Spanish for power
— hascomealong way in the2 yearssince it was organized:
The Latino advocacy group wespart of an East Audtin
codlition that successfully fought agasoline tank farm that hed
been contaminatingsoil and groundwater and was linked to
hedlth problems. PODER hesrecently been buoyed by
discussionswith the chip-manufacturingand research consor-
.tium Sematech.

Thissummer, PODER experienced a rite of passage, a
retreat thet itsleaders — a handful of professonaswho grew
up m the Chicano organizationsMEChA and the Brown
Berets— believe has launched the group into the 21st century.
It allowed the group to breek its 100-mph pace to fight
burnout and " ensureitslongevity,” asoneput i t

Recently, it openedan officeat 55 N. Interstate35 in
Austin, equipped with phones, acomputer and a staff of
volunteers. It wasanother step in thegroup's evolutionas an
organization that can participatein a technica discussion
about chemical solventsas well as hold demongtrations.
PODER believesit has made asignificant contribution to
Austin, although co-chair Almanza saysthecity government
"seesusasathreat. They know we're organized now. They
know we do our homework and that we're not just a group
that doesalotof screamingand hollering.™

The group, headquarteredon the east side, creditsitsalf
with making an environmentally conscious city — focused on
issues such as Barton Springsand the gol den-cheeked warbler
— moreconsciousof environmental problemseast of Inter-
state 35. PODER, its members say, helped teach Austin about
environmental racism — the nationaly documented correla-
tion between industries that pollute theenvironmentand the
typeof neighborhoods where they're found.

Whet the group most seeksisa placein corporateand
governmental discuss onsabout industria pollution and
growth in Austin's Industrial Expanson Area (alsocalled the

City Enterprise Zone), alarge portion of the city east of
Interstate35 wheretax abatements were granted in exchange
for the promiseof job cregtion. "'If certain voicesaren't heard
and taken in account,” says Diaz, an environmenta researcher
at the Texas Center for Policy Studiesand PODER's co-chair,
"well haveacity booming with population and industry.
WEell haveacity that will target the east sidefor these
industries. Well havelow-skilled, low-paying jobsfor
Austinites, but other jobswill go to people outside Augtin who
wereimported by the companies.™
Diaz also envisonsa worst case scenario— acity not
unlike other mgor U.S urban centers," heavily populated by
peopleadf color and industries thet |ook clean on the outside
but aren't indde”
|
PODER seeks a place in
corporate and govern-
mental discussions about
industrial pollution and
growth in Austin's
Industrial Expansion Area.

"Folks won't want tolivein Augtin. They'll work in the
city and want to get out afterward.”

Almanzaasoisconcerned about the effectsaf lightral in
Audtin. Sherecently traveled to Sacramento, Cdifornia, to
learn about itssystem and returned with one prediction:
Austin's light-rail system will need a maintenanceyard, and
East Augtin will be thelikely location. She believesthe

..maintenanceyard could eraseeight blocksand fill theenviron-

ment with noiseand other formsaf pollution.

Thereareother issuesPODER isinterestedin, including
theclosing of the Holly Street Power Plant There, it's
playing asupportiverole, holding workshops on the hedth
effectsof living near an electromagneticfield.

It's Electronics Industry Good Neighbor Campaign isan
educational project created to inform residentsabout the
health and safety implicationsaf living next to high-tech
companies. The campaign is multipronged but focused on
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getting companies to adhere to Clean Texas 2000, a state
agreement that requirescompanies to set Up citizen advisory
committeesand participatein open, ongoing dialogue with
resdents. PODER sayssome companieshave been resistant,
achargemembers of the Texas Naurd Resource Conserva
tion Commission's Waste Reduction Advisory Committee
haveechoed. Diazisa member of that committee and co-
chairs the commission's Environmenta Equity and Justice
Task Force.

PODER aso is concerned with Bergstrom Air Force Base's
conversion to a municipa airport. PODER plans to monitor
theimpact of the flight plan, traffic, congestion and noise
pollution on neighborhoods.

"We're not against industry,” Almanza says, "'but we want
dean industry and sustainableindudtry.”

So itsagendais full: tank-farm cleanup, Bergstrom's
conversion to a municipa airport, light rail, lead contamina-
tion, noise pollution. It isan agenda that does not separate
socid justiceissues from economic issuesor either of those

"We’re not against
industry," Susana
Almanza says, “but
we want clean
industry and
sustainable industry."

from the environment For PODER, they are interwoven. Its
central mission remains educating and empowering people it
believesare the most adversely afected by environmental
degradation: the poor, the Latino, the black.

While worried about those issues, PODER isnot pessmis-
tic. Itsleaderssound upbeat, encouraged by their early
successand the post-graduate educationsthey're receiving.
PODER has each of them scurryingaround the country
attending conferences, sharing informationand building
alianceswith other groupsfightingfor environmentd justice.

Only a handful of grassrootsLatino environmentd justice
groups exist acrossthe country, but PODER is hoping to
parent more. It envisionsadvocatesand professionalsrising
from the neighborhoods themselves. And asit mapsits
degtiny into the 21st century, it dso seesa larger office, afull-
time researcher, an analyst and support staff.

Ealy thisyear, severad membersflew to Washington to
testify beforea congressional pandl, arguing in favor of a$10,
million Sematech appropriation to research lessenvironmen-
taly harmful aternativesin the semiconductor manufacturing
process. The$10 million wasapproved. PODER found
another reason to celebrate.

Elaine Ayala isa reporter for the Austin American-
Statesman. from which thisarticle wasreprinted.
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Communique
from Chiapas

Thefollowing isthefull text of the declaration from the
Lacandon jungle by the Zapatista Army of National Libera-
tion.

Today we say enoughis enough!
To the People of Mexico:
Mexican Brothers and Sisters:

Wearea product of 500 yearsof struggle: first against
davery, then during the War of Independence against Spain
led by insurgents, then to avoid being absorbed by North
American imperiaism, then to promulgate our congtitution
and expel the French empire from our soil, and later the
dictatorshipof Porfirio Diaz denied us the just application of
the Reform lawsand the peoplerebelled and leaderslike Villa
and Zapata emerged, poor men just like us We have been
denied the most elemental preparation so they can use usas
cannon fodder and pillage the wedlth of our country. They
don't care that we have nothing, absolutely nothing, not even a
roof over our heads, no land, no work, no hedth care, no food,
nor education. Nor are weableto freely and democretically .
elect our political representatives, nor is there independence
from foreigners, nor is there peace nor justice for ourselves
and our children.

But today, wesay ENOUGH ISENOUGH. Wearethe
inheritors of the true buildersof our nation. The dispossessed,
we are millionsand we thereby call upon our brothersand
sistersto join thisstruggle as theonly path, so that we will not
dieof hunger dueto theinsatiableambition of a 78 year
dictatorshipled by acliqueof traitorsthat represent the most
conservativeand sell-out groups. They are the same ones that
betrayed VincenteGuerrero, the same onesthat sold haf our
country to the foreign invader, the same ones that imported a
European prince to ruleour country, the same ones that
formed the"* scientific” Porfirista dictatorship, the same ones
that opposed the Petroleum Expropriation, the same ones thet
massacred the railroad workersin 1958 and thestudentsin
1968, thesameonesthat today take everything from us
absolutely everything.

To prevent the continuation of the aboveand asour last
hope, after having vied to utilizeall legal means based on our
Constitution, we go to our Constitution, to gpply Article39
which says

""Nationd Sovereignty essentidly and originally residesin
the people. All political power emanates from the peopleand
its purposeisto help the people. The people have, at dl times,
theinalienableright to alter or modify their form of govern-
ment"
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Therefore, according to our congtitu-
tion, we declare the following to the
Mexican federal army, the pillar of the
Mexican dictatorship that we suffer
from, monaopolized by a one-party
sysemand led by CarlosSdlinasde
Gortari, the maximum and illegitimate
federal executive that today holds
power.

According to this Declaration of
War, weask that other powersd the
nation advocate to restore the legiti-
mecy and the stability of the nation by
overthrowing the dictator.

Wealso ask that international
organizationsand the International

News: Chiapas, Mexico

organizationsand the International Red
Crosswatch over and regulateow
battles, so that our effortsarecarried
out whilestill protectingour civilian
population. We declarenow and dways
that wearesubject to the Geneva
Accords, forming the EZLN as our
fightingamd our liberation struggle.
We have the Mexican people on our
sde, we havethe bdoved tri-colored
flag highly respected by our insurgent
fighters. We use black and red in our
uniform as our symbol o our working
peopleon smke. Our flag carries the
following letters,"EZLN" Zapatista
Army o Nationa Liberation, and we
dwayscarry our flag into combat

Beforehand. we refuse any effort to
disgraceour just cause by accusing us
o being drug traffickers, drug guerril-
las, thieves, or other names that might
be usad by our enemies. Our Struggle
followsthe congtitution which is held
high by itscal for justiceand equality.

Therefore, according to thisdeclara
tion of war. we giveour military forces.
the EZLN, thefollowingorders:.

Fird: Advanceto the capital of the
country, overcoming the Mexican
federa army, protectingin our advance
the civilian population and permitting
the peoplein theliberated area the right
to fredy and democratically elect their
own administrativeauthorities.

Second: Respect thelivesdf our
prisonersand turn over all wounded to
the International Red Cross.

Third: Initiate summary judgements
againgt all soldiersaf the Mexican
federa army and the political police
that have received training or have been
paid by foreigners, accused of being
traitorsto our country, and against d!
those that have repressed and treated
bedly the civil population and robbed or
stolen from or attempted crimesagainst
thegood of the peaple.

Fourth: Form new troops with al
those Mexicans that show their interest
in joining our struggle. including those
that, being enemy soldiers, turn
themsdlves in without having fought
againgt us, and promise to take orders
from the Generd Command of the
ZapatistaArmy of Nationd Liberation.

Fifth: We ask for the unconditiona
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surrender of the enemy's headquarters
beforewe begin any combat to avoid
ay loss o lives.

Sixth: Suspend the robbery of our
natural resourcesin the areas controlled
by theEZLN.

To the Peopleaf Mexico: We, the
men and women, full and free, are
consciousthat the war that we have
declared isour last resort, but dsoa just

]
To the People of
Mexico: We, the
men and women,
full and free, are
conscious that the
war that we have
declared is our
last resort, but
also a just one.
The dictators are
applying an
undeclared
genocidal war
against us...

one Thedictatorsareapplyingan
undeclared genocidal war against our
peoplefor many years. Thereforewe
ask for your participation, your decison
to support thisplan that struggles for
work, land, housing, food, hedth care.
education, independence. freedom,
democracy. justiceand pesce. We
declare that we will not stop fighting
urtil the basic demandsof our people
have been met by forming agovern-
ment of our country that isfreeand
democrdtic.

JOIN THE INSURGENT FORCES
OF THEZAPATISTA ARMY OF
NATIONAL LIBERATION.

== Generd Command of the EZLN,
1993.
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From the Capitol
Views on Policy

Development

by Ellie Goodwin

Theyearis1990. It isthe 20th anniversary of "Earth Day"'.
Theleadersof the nation's ten largest environmental organiza-
tionsreceive | ettersfrom grassrootsorganizationshblasting
their patternsof disregard for peopleaf color in pursuing envi-
ronmental agendas. Race, Poverty & the Environment,anews-
|letter for social and environmentd justice, isborn. During the
past four years, RPE has tackled a myriad of topics water,
energy, pesticides, youth. All have been scrutinized through
thelensaf social and environmental justice — the perspective
o thenon-Anglo, poor and disenfranchised. Itisfrom this
perspective that RPE now turnsits attention to policy.

Actually, the corporateculture has only itsdlf to blamefor
therisein environmenta activism. Previoudy, indusmalists
and corporategiants might have been able to hide behind the
""subjective’” naturedf accountsaf discrimination. Anecdotal
accountswere highly persond. To chargesof racism or
discrimination, legionsof attorneysand corporateofficids
made statementsthat the individua or group was mistaken —
no racial dight or overt discrimination was intended. How-
ever,"intent” is hard to hide when acompany hasatrack
record of locating in or near communitiesof color. The
Commissonfor Racial Justice study, Toxic Waste and Race in
the United States, finished off thefary tae that economics
determinesthe siting of toxic facilities: the higher the concen-
tration of non-white people, the higher the concentrationof
noxiousfacilitiesand industries.

But problemsof hazardous waste facilities, poor trangt
service, foul air and water did not occur over night. These
effectsaretheresult of yearsof planningand negotiations. In
most cases, heighborhood representativesare rardly invited to
participatein those forums, and it isonly when a problem
reachesintolerable proportions that loca voicesare heard.

This new column will examine policy developmentsrelated
to the new field of environmentd justice. Sinceresigningas
managing editor of RPE, | have been involved in environmen-
td justiceactivism at the statelevel. Working in Cdifornias
capitol providesan ongoing demongtrationof how the work at
thegrassrootsis (or isnot) trandatedinto policy. Asluck
would haveit, upon my entranceinto thisfield, an unprec-
edented assault on environmenta regul ations was being waged
by industry and the privatesector. Environmentd protections
and regulationsregarding the public's right-to-know were
being systematically targeted as major burdensto thestate's
economicrecovery. In limiting or revoking the public's
access to environmental impact reportsor assessments, avital
link in the public participation chain would be severed.

Thissituation is being replicated across the country. Under
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the guise of aduggish economy, industry representetivesare
attempting to make thecase that environmenial regulationsare
hampering attempts to spur the economy. Most darmingis
the type of regulation theseinterestsare targeting. Not
surprisingly, they are regulationswhich govern environmental
impact reporting and the public's right-to-know. For environ-
mental justice activigts, theseregulationsform the core of
much of our work. Without accessto informationor the
requirement that companiescompleteEIRs, hold public
hearings, etc., the public would nave no noticeof industry
plansfor their neighborhoods.

Unfortunately, thereare few opportunities for community-
based organizationsto thoroughly addressenvironmental/
socia justiceconcernsat the tatewide policy level. While
conferencesand other forumsserveto bring issuesto light,
providingopportunitiesto discusstopics, the next step — that
of policy development— israrely taken. Activistsnote that
what often happens when non-traditiond input issolicited, the
community issuesare™'tagged on” asan afterthought.

There areencouragingsgns. Thegppointment of Rev.
Benjamin Chavisas Executive Director of the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People moves
that organization into akey leadership rolein environmental
justiceactivism. As the nation's largest and most prestigious
African American organization, the NAACP position on
issuesof national policy developmentisactively sought. With
Dr. Chavisa the hdm, environmentd justiceis a much higher
priority. And whiletheClinton Adminigtration has hed its ups
and downs with communitiesof color, the willingnessto
openly discussthe topic of environmentd justiceislight years
ahead of the previoustwo administrations.

Thiscolumn will aso focuson developmentsand events
around thecountry, and their policy implications. We need to
see that not only can our community colleagueswage strong
campaigns againg environmenta and socid injustice, but that
we have policy changesto solidify thesegains. By observing
how policy developsin relation to our issues, we gain a better
understanding of the relationshipsand power plays. Arethe
policymakerscoming from an activistor community back-
ground, or do they have another agenda? Do our community
leadersknow who's whoin the policy loop? And how does
all of thisrelateto our statusas non-profit organizations?

Upcoming columnswill focus not only on the nationa
developmentsin environmentd justice policy. but more
importantly on loca communities. Weall need to watch and
leamn the next phase— that of policy development. Therewill
a0 be interviews with individua swho have first-hand
experiencein policy development regarding environmental
and socia judticeissues. Theseexperiencesare vauabletoadl
of usand need to be shared. Mogt importantly, thiscolumn is
for you. If you havean exampie of a hard-fought battle
leading to achangein policy. share thisexperiencewith us.
Our hopeisthat thiscolumn will becomea yardstick to
measureadvancesin the policy arena.

Ellie Goodwin isaregistered legislative advocate with :he
state of California.
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Thesongsof Dr. Locoand
hisRockin’ Jalapefio Band
confront the problems of
injusticeand oppression in the
Latino community. Their music
embracesthe rhythms of
Mexican mariachi, Colombian
cumbias, Cuban charangas,
Chicano Tex-Mex, Latin jazz,
rock and the blues. The
composition of the band reflects
their philosophy of musicand
political struggle. In addition to
being talented musicians, every
member of the band is engaged
in activitieswhich address
socid conditionsin theLatino
community. Several members
areteachers, in public school,
community collegesand
universities. Dr. Loco, the
founder of theband, isin fact
José Cuellar, professor and
Chair of theLa Raza Studies
program &t San Francisco State
University. José’s research,
teaching and music reflect his
commitment to socia justice.
Following, areexcerptsfrom an

Dr. Loco
and his
Rockin’
Jalapeno
Band

Confronting

Environmental

Racism
Through

Music
by Raquel Pinder hughes

raciam in asong called"E Picket
sgn. The album,"Movimiento
Music," wes dedicated to addressing
variousmovementsfor social justice
and peecein the world today. The
centerpieceof the abum isthe song™H
Picket Sgn," asong that was used by

interview | conducted with José in early October when we
discussed the band's new abum.

"It wasimpressed upon me by Ruben Blades, Willie Colon
and others who create music to raise social consciousnessin
the Latino community that many peoplein our populétion are
hardly able to read and write — so the primary meansof
communicatingideas and information comesthrough the
vehicle of music. We use the lyrics to avaken consciousness
and keep the movement going by re-
energizingpeople. | think, for ex-
ample, o the nueva trova movement
in Cubaand Chile where they'd write
asong to get people to cut caneor
support aneighborhood struggle.
Usng musical and theatrica lyrics to
raise people's awarenessis part of
Latino cultureworldwideand the
farmworker tradition in the United
Sates”

Dr. Loco's songsaddresseconomic
and socid discrimination, injustice
and inequality and resound with calls
for socia changeand jutice. In their
mod recent album they directly
confront the issue of environmental

I
“Using musical lyrics

to raise people’s

awareness is part
of Latino culture
worldwide and
the farm worker
tradition in the
United States.”

Teatro Campesino on picket linesand in street thegter.

"*The notion was that we would use that song to specificaly
addressconcernsraised by Cesar Chavez and thefarm
workers, particularly safe working conditionsand decent
wagesand, that we would update the picket sign song with
lyricswhich reflected those concernsand otherstoday. In the
grape boycott a central concern today isto end environmental
racism. We took thefarm workers struggleto deal with
pollutionand pesticidesand extended
it toalso talk about environmental
racismin Kettleman City."

"'l learned about environmenta
hazardsin the Latino community
gradudly. In the late 1970s| worked
with the producers of afilm called
Phoenix R si ng which focused on
nuclear pollution in Juarez, Chihua-
hua, across the border from El Paso,
Texas They were shipping nuclear
wadtes from New Mexicoto storein
the junkyards there. Another experi-
encewhich led me to becomeawareof
pollution in the wholeRio Grande
Vadley borderlandsarea happened
when | joined the faculty at San Diego
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Sate. | was interactingwith faculty in
borderlandingtitutionsin San Diego and
Tijuanaand theissue d pollution kept
coming up over and over again. In San
Diego we werededing with the effects
d the maguiladoras, hazardous wastes,
sawageand pollution all dong the
border, from Tijuana to Brownsville.
"To metheterm ‘environmental
raciam' refersto the concentration of
pollutantsand toxins in areas/neighbor-
hoods that aredisproportionately
inhabited by personsaf color. Another
way to put it is thet there's a positive
correlation between thedarker a person
and the moreliberty the government
takesin locating toxinsand pollution
wherethat person lives. Thesedecisions
are made by city, county, stateand
federd officials who concentrate these
hezardsin communitiesaf color
because the residents have less voice
and influencein the political decision-
meking processand whose reaction they

"Her experiences served as a

can ignore,

“At the time [ was working
on the album, I was also
working on a research project
on alcoholism in the Latino
community with Magdelena
Avila. Magdelena would bring
me literature and information
on the struggle to deal with the
hazardous waste dump in
Kettleman City and the envi-
ronmental justice movement.

direct inspiration for me to
articulate environmental justice
issues; that’s why I dedicated
the song “El Picket Sign” to
her. For me, Magdelena is an
example of many women, the
unsung heroines, who are working for
justiceand | wanted to acknowledgeher
and other women involved in the
environmental justice movement and
other movimientosfor sodid judice™
Ragquel Pinderhughes teachesat San
Francisco State Universicy.

3
Dr. Loco’s Rocki

.
.

El Picket Sign

Some peoplethat | know till eat contaminated grapes

Gente que conosco comen uvas contaminadas

Covered with pesticidesthat poison farm worker children
Cubiertas con pesticidas que enbenenan do los chiquillos

B Picket Sign, El Picket Sign,
Nocompran uvas

El Picket Sign, El Picket Sign,
Support the United Farmworkers
El Picket Sign, El Picket Sign.
For safe jobs, safefood

B Picket Sign, El Picket Sign,
Stop environmental racism

n’ Jal

From thefieldsof CaiforniaCesar Chavez has been saying
Delos filesde CaliforniaCesar Chavez anda deciendo

That the Struggle isfor everyone, but someareacting dumb
Este luchas para todos pero unos se hacen pendejos

El Picket Sign.. .
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With a reluctant
understanding
that graffiti is
considered
vandalism by
most people,
particularly
property
owners, |
believe that it is
this very issue
of ownership
that engenders
the art form...
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Aerosol & the Environment

by Bonnie Maria Burlin

Environmentiswhereyou are. Although peoplecarry
differentdefinitionsaf the environment and itsscope, they
have universaly invented ways b makeit theirs. Some U.S
neighborhoodsar e merked by the invisibility of their residents,
with lawn-side American flags and etched wood plaques
displaying afamily name whileothers are characterized by
thecompletelack of lavnsor vegetation which giveswey to
peopleon foot or staircasecongregations. These environmen-
ta neighborhood traits evoke certain images of lifestyleand
community. manifestationsof class but also of aestheticsand
sef-definition. Thesearedl factorswhich shape our environ-
mernt. just as much as decisionsmede by advertisers, land
developersand city planners

In thisarticle! will present graffiti art asan dternativeto
externd definitions of the"'inner aty.” With a reluctant
understanding that graffiti isconsidered vanddism by mogt
people. particularly property owners. | believethat it is this
very issue of ownership that engenderstheart form. Further.
it ssemsthet the anti-graffiti messagesmacksof materia
determinismin which property ownersessentially argue that
public space, your environment, can only be manipulated if it
isowned. In other words if you exert influenceon your
environment with aspray can or thick stubbed marker. you
couldgotojal. Itisillegd. Butif you weer overdlswitha
company logo and receive a paycheck from theowner of a
billboard, painting on the wal a*legitimate™ message with the
narrow intent of increasing the company's saes, you would be
freefrom police harassment While buses decked out as 3-D
Peps adscruise the streetslined with liquor and cigaretteads.

which mindlesdy rely on the maxim that **sex sdlls" environ-
mentd pollution takeson anew meaning. But whereisthe
outrage at this pollution?

Although the Misson Dismct is Sen Francisco's most
prominent arenafor public art, it isalso standsout an area
underserved by banks. supermarkets. and the palice. Itisan
ar ea whose zip code bears the highest auto insurancerates, an
area with alarge number of liquor stores per person and the
city's highest number of lead poisoned children. Apparently.
graffiti artists, like the more traditiona Misson murdids.
appear to havea lot to say about their environment. even if it
superficidly appearsto just add to the deterioration caused by
ingtitutiond neglect. When acommunity isignored. can
outsidersmake an entranceonly to say that the young people
cannot express themsalvesin away that isthars?

Graffitl Is the ehild of Migration,
Culture and the Urban Landscape

While part of the human experience has been making cities
out of desertsor residential communitieson the fringesof
fertileagricultural land. humans have alway's been decorative
aswdl. While historicaly people sought locationssuitable
for hunting and growing their own food. people now seek
accesst o jobs to have the money to buy that food in a modem-
ized setting. As huntersand gatherers. and as mobileclans.
humans decorated and documented their existenceon the
wallsof caves. Today. on the other hand. Twentieth Century
humansoften end up sufferingexternd. if not mysterious,
definitionsaf the environment. We are subject to i% aesthet-
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ics of mgor industries (Who give us
jobs while ruining our environments),
advertisers, city planners, and occasion-
dly artigts, unlessweengagein
community projects ourselves.

As a modem people, weoften

chooseour environment because of its
proximity to employment opportunities.
Theflight to urban centers, a factor of
the western industrial revolution,
continues throughout the world ascities
like Bombay, Sao Paolo, Mexico City
and Los Angelesseem to expand
without limits. These migrations.
peoplechanging their environments,
takesitstoll on human traditions which
arelinked to placesof origin. Migra-
tion isconsidered by some to wreak
havoc on (folk) cultural traditions.
Traditionsare™log," familiesdispersed,
and asaresult, people become individu-
didtic, dienated from whet they are,
their cultura sensibility. Thisis
particularly true if thedestination isthe
US, dthough modem dienation isas
much afunction of capitalism, as
urbanity, anywhere. Urban lifeseems
to demand that your children watch 5
hoursof televison a day and that you
begin to expressyourself through
consumerismand ownership, as
opposed to telling storiesand making
crafts. Thisisenvironmental impact on
the human psyche.

But such a negative view of migra-
tion tends to romanticizetheeconomic
conditionsthat generate the humen flow
and islikewise based on the assumption
thet culturedisappearsin transit when
actudly itevolves. Migrationis, after
all, often the beginning of new synthe-

Szed cultures. Thecombinationof a
cultura tradition with new technology
or adifferent medium, gives us new
formsaof cultural expression, a new way
to defineand improve our environment.
Graffiti isan example of thissynthesis
of old and new, andis particularly
important becauseit has the dubious
honor of being"illegd.”

Public Space and
Self-Serving Messages
For a moment, let's move back to
ideasabout the developmentof civiliza-
tionsand the human condition, and
condder theintrinsic value of wall
pantings Higtorians havelearned
much about ancient civilizationsfrom
thewritingon thewal. Likewise,
ancient leaders, like modem politicos,
redlized thet by controlling the mes-
sageson thewalls, read: public arena,
you wielded completecontrol over the
higtorica resonanceof your cultureand
use of power. Montezuma, asone
example, issaid to have used murasas
thelexiconof hisreign. Hewasable to
craft asdectivehigtory that justified his
actions, vilified hisenemiesand
celebrated his power. For example,
conflictswith subordinate, outlying
tribesoften resulted in mini-daughters
or at least token executionsif they were
unableto meet the extraordinary
demandsof Montezumas
tributecollectors. Often, these
quasi-tax collectorswoul d ask
for more than thetribes were
prepared or ableto offer
according to system of
mandated tribal conmbutions
and taxes. Violencewas used
to crush thisdisloyalty and
intimidate them into handing
over more than they could
affordin consderation of the
needsif thetribeitsalf. But,
thevisud history annals
characterized these conflictsas Situa-
tionsin which tax collectorswere
ambushed, a battleensuingand result-
ing in thejudtified deaths of insurrec-
tionist tribal members.
Today, politica power today is
acquired and sustained in much the
sameway. with the mediaserving the

samefunction, for the mgjority o the
populace, o public wall paintings.
Televisonlikewadl paintingsis
accessblewhether a personisliterateor
not Thus, acrosshistory, we see that
people haveadwaysfound it important
to control representationin pursuit of
power and respect in their environment.
To someextent. thisis the essence of
today's graffiti. It's about assertinga
presencewhen you're invisibleand
disenfranchised. But itsalso about
retaining mini-kingdomson the streets
and gaining respect.

Mos graffiti artist's will tell you thet
they started as taggersand haveyearsdo
experiencein covert self-aggrandize-
ment It isexactly thisillegal context
thet distinguishesthis self-taught, urben
Amgicanart form from the*fine art"
tradition, and even from folk art
traditions. While the mgority of the
populaceconsidersit aestheticaly
unplessing, particularly becauseof its
impact on property values, many graffiti
artistswill tell you that whilethe suits
and tiescongider it an eyesore, they
consder their urban environment
equaly unaesthetic. Poverty, lack of
opportunitiesand the common low-
income neighborhood presenceof some
toxic entity isnot exactly utopia. But it
isnot just dystopiaand anger that fuels
art, itisaneed for self-expression theat

]
The essence of

today's graffiti is in
asserting a presence

~when you’'re
invisible and
di_“sen_franchised.

isoften aout cultural pride.

Graffiti affirms our cultureina
digtinctiveway. Y ou will notice thet
Latinograffiti invariably displays
certainsymbolsand icons. Onedf ny
favorite pieces, by somewritersinLA.,
wasalong wal with the names of all
their dead friendsin old-English style



Race, Poverty & the Environment

letters. The narrative was biblicd, aswe followed their
journey through the Judeo-Chridtian afterlife. But most
prominent, was the huge, twenty foot Virgen de Guadalupe,
who has been an icon for the oppressed since the Revolution.
as well as the guiding symbol in many of the marches heeded
by the United Far mWorkers. In Chicano/Latino graffiti you
will often notice the traditional Chicano idolsfrom Zapatato
La Virgen, to pyramidsand adaptationsof Aztec and Mayan
structural motifs. Thisconglomerationof ichnography bresks
down the actual geographic and chronological relationship of
these groups, iconsor events. Likewise, this breaking down of
barriers or categories occursamong the artists themsdves.
Writing crewsare most often composed of arusts from
different racial and cultural backgrounds, which meansthat
thisart form isaviableto dternative to the street violencethat
isassociated with thesebaggy-jeaned, baseba| cap wearing.
hip-hop listening™'types.”

If graffiti bringsyoung people together like no organized
after school program has, why isthe talent deemed illegal?
Or, perhaps another way to frame the question is. why do
peopleaccept money as the sole credentia for access to their
mental environment? Through graffiti art, a new(er) hybrid
cultureissustained Graffiti and hip-hopisessentialy the
nineties version of the Pachuco (zoot suit) movement of the
forties. Then, like now, young men and women of color chose
to dressa certain way, danceto acertain kind of music, drive
certain carsand hang out, often to theexclusion of whites.
because they were not accepted by predominant White culture.
Thethirtiesand fortiessaw the" repatriation™ of hundredsof
thousands of Mexican laborers, theinternment of the Japa-
nese, continued segregationin rural and urban areas for
Blacks, not to mention ur ban riots in Detroitand LA. But, the
best thing about such subcultural movementsis thet they are
not just about feding bed and left out. Rather, the disdain of
the dominant culture isintensifiedas the message continuesto
be about refuting assimilationand displaying prideabout
being inherently and sdlf-conscioudy different. It's about
reflectingand defining your envuonmentin away that realy
just correspondsin its digtinction with theal the other
disparitiesin thelivesof whitesand non-whitesin this
country. Of coursewere going to create our own way of
communicating and of courseit's going to make people
uncomfortable becauseit isa reminder of our presenceand
lack of respect for theexterna forceswhich circumscribe
entirecommunitiesof color. Afterall, how can the same
people who make urban planning decisionsor buy advertising
space without consulting the community, expect to be honored
by young peoplewho seeat asaway to claim and/or beautify
theenvironment?

Bonnie Maria Bwlin isan Associate Policy Analyst at
ConsumersUnion. Sheisa 7991 graduateof U.C. Santa Cruz
in American Sudies. There, she submitted a senior thesis
entitled," Chicano Graffiti:New Forms of Muralism and
Cultural Expressionin Los Angdes” In San Francisco she
participatesin a mentorship programfor junior-high-school-
age Latinas 1n the Misson District,wkr e shelives.
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A Tribute to
Earnest Witt, Sr.

March 14,1941 — November 14,1993

&

In November, the movement for environmental
judticelogt onedf itslong-timeleaders. Earnest Wtt.
S. of Richmond,California. Erniewasan activisin
Richmond, helping to found the West County Toxics
Coaalitionand serving as President of its Board for
many yearsuntil hisuntimely death fromcancer.
Ernieacted locally. but also thought globally,and
srved on the national board of directorsof ACORN,
wasa founding member of the Southwest Network for
Environmental and Economic Justice, and on the
board of the National Toxics Campaign until its
dissolutionlast year. We at RPE mournthe
movement'sloss— as well asour own personal loss.
Erniewasa friend and colleague. We asked Henry
Clark of theWest County Toxics Coalition to offer a
fewwordsof remembrance..

ErnieWit Sr. wasa pioneer in the movementfor
Environmenta Justice. Hs dedication to, and sSincerity
in, serving hiscommunity in Richmond, and other
people throughout the nation. records his placeand
remembrancein the history and forward movementin
thefight for jobs, justice, human dignity and environ-
mental protection. Thisis what environmental justice
isal about — and thisis what Emie Wiu Sr. wasall
about.

TheWest County ToxicsCoalition will remember
Ernie Witt Sr.’s exampleand continueto pioneer the
path until thefinal victory iswon for environmental
judtice.

= HenryClark
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<<From CESAR CHAVEZ, page 1

in the United Farm Workersoffice next
to Westerfield Park, just like hundreds
of farmworkerswith whom he held
"afternoon counsd.” It wasa violent
summer and athough | spent no more
then two days thereand cannot recall
thewords of the conversation, | never
forgot standing in the early morning
picket linein the Riverside County
countrysideacrossfrom Teamgter

For my
generation of
California
Chicanos,
urban and rural,
the farm worker
struggle was
our civil rights
movement.
"Viva lLa
Causa”was a
struggle slogan
of pride and
rage and life
purpose.

"goons" in the midst of sheriff riot
squads— so near physical violence.
Thelessonsof risk and politica
sacrificefor farmworker dignity seemed
so clear then.

Thelessonshave proven indelibleas
time passed. Perhaps to honor and
thank the teacher, perhapsto preserve
the historical moment, | joined the more
than 30,000 marchersin Delanoon
April 29 for Cesar's funeral. | know
there were, among the thousands, many

who had been taught theseand many

Tribute

more political and moral |essons.

For my generationof Cdifornia
Chicanos, urban and rurd, the
farmworker strugglewas our civil rights
movement. ""VivalLaCausa' wasa
struggleslogan of prideand rageand
life purpose. Racism wasred at the
local supermarket picket. Thestreets
werefor marchesof protest. "' Socid
movements'* were not thingsof fiction
and higtory. Therewasmeaningto life
larger then your own well-beingand
future. Theexpectation that you were
to "' give back to the community** found
ameansto do 0.

Of course, the farm worker vision of
a better life was best put beforeCdifor-
niansin the'60s and "70s by the UFW
strikes and boycotts. Advocacy groups,
likeCaliforniaRural Lega Assstance,
took theexampleand integrated the
union's objectivesinto their social
changeagendas. But equally significant
was Chavez's inspiration, leavingin its
wakea legacy of justice advocates
whom he motivated to address the
plightof farm workersand others
similarly oppressed. Theinspired could
not accept such injusticesin ademoc-
recy likeours. 1, for one, was moved to
attend law school with thesingle
purposeof using thoselega skillsin
rural Californiawhere | had been born
andraised. My legal ambition was
smple—  put my lawyeringin the
handsaof either a CRLA or a UFW and
change thelivesof farm workersand
poor folk for the better. It changed my
lifedirectionforever.

When Cesar died on April 23,1993,
every farm worker and justice advocate
in thiscountry lost a brother and a
member of hisor her family. After his
death, the mediaand the pundits have
pointed to theimperfectionsof the
UFW movement. Butlike Martin
Luther King before him, the imperfec-
tionsof Cesar’s |leadership surfaced at
desth because, after all, he was no less
humanin pursuing loftier dreamsfor
the betterment <f the human condition.
But the worsening conditions faced by
farm workers today cannot be placed at
thefeet of Cesar Chavez and the UFW.
CRLA’s poverty advocacy over the last

25 yearsindicatesthat farm worker
conditionswould be even worsetoday
but for the threat of unionization Cesar
and the UFW posed togrowers. Inany
final assessment, we haveto add a
number of other activefactorsinvolved
in thedeilitationof this particular
|abor movement including theactive
interventionof state governmentin the
'80s denying, in practice, farmworkers
their right to unionize. Beforewe
blamethe union, perhapsweal so ned
to ask why sometimes wefail to giveor
fail to be instruments of change.

The Coachellalesson about violence
and risk happened for me exactly 20
yearsago. Becausedf it, | haveyet to
fed grief over thelossof Cesar Chavez.
Thefunera wascelebratory for me a
communa farewell to an extraordinary
man who believed that the farm laborer
not only hed theright tositd the
negotiation table with the grower, but
that farmworkers hed the human right to
ajust wageand benefits that might
possibly keep their familiesout of

Cesar Chavezisascloseas| will
ever come to knowing a man whose
humblelifefully embodied principlesof
socid justice, Chrigtian and political
lovefor others. Thoseare vaues hard
to" humanize” in any lifetime. Tolive
them appears more humanly impossible
than possible until you seeone with
vison practicethem in theflesh. Inthe
pursuit of that unionization vison,
Cesarirreversibly gavefaith to thou-
sands of farmworkerswho cameto
believein thissimplecause themsdves.
That vision, in our lifetimes, taught
American labor that thefield worker
wasorganizableand entitled to labor
law protection equal to other laborers.
Neither society nor farmworkerswill
ever be the sameafter such alesson.

Thank you. compatiero, for the
political lessons, thejudtice vison, and
thelifedirection. May your soul rest i
peece May we continue your fight
Boycou grapes. Adelante y hacia laluz.

José R. Padilla isthe executive
director of California Rurd Legd
Assgance. Inc.
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<< From LEGISLATION, page 48
or nationd origin.

The ExecutiveOrder isan important
dimension of acomprehensvestrategy
to eliminatedisparateadverse pollution
exposures. However, permanent

The Executive
Order is an
Important
dimension of a
comprehensive
strategy to
eliminate
disparate
adverse pollu-
tion exposures.

statutory mandates are paramournt to
any thorough agpproach to remedying
past harm and preventing harmful
conduct in thefuture.

Congressional Action on
Environmental Justice
Both Housesdf Congressare con-
sidering bills that cover issues ranging
from lead abatement, siting dumpsand
incineratorsand protecting Native Am-
erican lands, to prohibiting shipments of
hazardouswastet o devel oping coun-
tries. In the House, leedershipon the
issues isspearheaded by influential
Democratsof color suchasReps John
Conyers, Jr. (D-MI), John Lewis(D-
GA), CardissCallins (D-IL), Barbara
Rose-Collins (D-MI), and Ed Towns
(D-NY). In the Senate, powerful
Committee Chairmen, John Glenn (D-
OH) and Max Baucus (D-MT), progres-
sve Paul Wellstone (D-MN), and
African American Senator Carol
Mosely-Braun, are the advance team.
Thefour pending billswhichare

solely dedicated t o either relieving
disproportionate exposuresin affected

Fall 1993/Winter 1994

Page Forty-One

communitiesor studying itsimpact are
S. 1161 and HR. 2105. companion
legidationintroduced by Rep. Lewis
and Senator Baucusentitled the
Environmental Justice Act; HR. 1924.
Rep. CardissCollins Environmental
Equal RightsAct; and HR. 1925, Rep.
Rose-Collins Environmenta Hedlth
Equity Information A ct

Companion hillsS. 1161 and HR.
2105, both entitled the Environmenta
Justice Act of 1993, aresimilar in
languageand nearly identical in intent.
The Act would impose requirementsto
designate Environmental High Impact
Areas(EHIAS), identify and rank
adverse hedth and environmental
effects therein, and initiatea hedth
study which would be conducted in
EHIAs by the Department of Hedth and
Human Services. Methodology for
designating EHIAs would be deter-
mined by an inter-agency team led by
the Agency for Toxic Substancesand
DiseaseRegistry in coordination with
the US Environmenta Protection
Agency (EPA), the Nationd Ingtitute
for Environmental Hedth Sciences, the
National Center for Health Statistics
and the Bureau of the Census.

H.R. 1924, the Environmenta Equa
Rights Act of 1993, would amend the
Resource Conservation and Recovery
Act which governssolid and hazardous
waste managementin thisnation. The
bill authorizescitizensto petition EPA
or astate agency againgt siting new
solid and hazardous waste management
facilities when thefacility would be
sited in an dready " environmentaly
disadvantaged community.” HR. 1925,
the Environmental Health Equity
Information Act of 1993, establishes
requirementsto collect and maintain
information on race, gender, ethnic
origin, incomeand educeationa level sof
persons living in communitiesadjacent
to toxic substancescontamination.

Ninehillsin Congresscapture
cerain facetsof issuesaffecting
communitiesof color and low income
communities. Rep. John Conyers, Jr. is
author of H.R. 3425, which would
elevate EPA to Cabinet satus. Con-
tained in this bill are provisonswhich
would createa high-level Officed

Environmental Justice responsiblefor
integrating environmenta justice
objectivesinto the missonand func-
tiona respongbilitiesof the new
Department. On the Senateside.
Senator Wellstoneamended the
elevation bill, S. 171, to sep-up
enforcement, research, and deta
collection on disparate hedth and
environmental impact and requireand
annual progress report to Congress.

H.R. 495and S 533 aevehicles
sponsored by Senator John Glenn (D-
OH) and Rep. William Clinger (R-PA).
Theseare substantidly smilar bills
amending the Solid Wadte Digposd Act
to require, as part of the permit applica-
tion process, preparation of acommu-
nity informationgtatement for new
hazardous waste trestment, storageor
disposal fecilities. Key provisonsin
the bill mandate assessment o the
demographic characterigticsaf the
affected host community according to
race, ethnic backgroundand income.

Thedisproportionateeffectsof lead
contaminationon African American
children and other peopledf coloris
widely documented and Congressiond
lead billswould providefinancing
needed to alleviatethe causesof some
poisoning. HR. 2479, the Lead-Based
Paint Hazard Abatement Trust Fund Act
of 1993, and itspardld, S. 1347, were
introduced by Rep. Ben Cardin (D-MD)
and Senator Bill Bradley (D-NJ) to
providefederal funding for abatement
of lead paint hazardsin low income
housing and child carecerters.

Facility sting, includingincinera-
tors, landfills, industrial and chemicd
production plants(among others), isone
of themyriad environmental concerns
in thestruggleby peopleof colorand
those who havelow incomest o protect
themselves. H. R. 2488, sponsored by
Rep. Bill Richardson (D-NM), isthe
Pollution Prevention and Incineration
AlternativesAct Thisamendment to
the Resource Conservation and Recov-
ery Actinditutesa moratoriumon
permittingfor new constructionor
expansion o municipa solid or
hazardouswasteincinerators until 1997,
pending adoption of new permit
standardsand accd erated rates of
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recycling in thestates. Facility propo-
nents must demonstratethat expansion
or new constructionwould not dispro-
portionately affect communitiesof color
or low incomecommunities.

Certain concernsd Native Ameri-
cansare addressedin two bills, H. R
1267 and S. 720. Open dumpsand
waste management operations plague
tribal landsand S. 720, the Indian Lands
Open Dump Clean-Up Act of 1993,
intendsto rectify these problems.
Pursuant to this mandate, the Indian
Hedlth Servicewould be requiredto
inventory thelocation of al open
dumps; assessassociated hedth and
environmenta hazards, and priorities
closureand clean-up activities. H. R
1267, the State Status to Indian Tribes
for Enforcementof the Solid Waste
Disposd Act, also was introduced by
Senator Richardson. Thegod dof this
bill is providing program grantsand
other financia assistanceto Native
American nationsto facilitate develop-
ment of environmenta infrastructures.

Finally, recognizing thet environ-
menta justiceissues span the globeand
threats experienced by peopleaf color
in the United Statesare thesame as
those experienced by peoplecf color
around theworld, Rep. Ed Townsisthe
long-standing champion of legidation
that would protect international commu-
nitiesof color by banning the current
practice of dumping domestic hazard-
ouswastein devel opingcountries.
Within five years of enactment, exports
to the 33 industrialized nationswhich
are membersof the Organizationfor
Economic Cooperation and Develop-
ment (OECD) would be banned.

Within one year of enactment, exports
to non-OECD countries (developing
nations) would be banned.

Southern States Pioneer
Environmental Justice Law

Mirroring actionsat the federd level,
Sates are working on several environ-
mental justice initiatives. Whilemost of
the pending state legidation or resolu-
tionsareamed at studying inequities
and collectingdata, some billsrequire
specific programmeaticactions.

In Arkansas, the legidature imposed

Legislation

arestriction on concentrating high
impact solid wastedisposd facilitiesin
low income communitiesand communi-
tiesof color, creatingarebuttablepre-
sumption against locating such opera-
tionswithin 12 milesof each other.
Troublesomefeaturesd thislav permit
disposal projectsto procead if economic
benefitsaccrueto the host community
(raising concerns about economic
extortion), and exempt broad categories
of activity, including recyclingand
waste tire management units, and
dedicated industria wastefacilities.

A Louisanalav imposesrequire-
ments on the Department o Environ-
mental Quality. Act 767 establishesa
schedulefor three state hearings after
which the Department Secretary is
charged with devel oping policy
recommendations for thelegidature.
While the lawv generated little attention
during the legidative process, its
implicationsbecome more important in
view of recent finding by the U. S. Civil
RightsCommission which reveded that
EPA and the State have administered
environmental programsin a manner
which discriminatesagaingt African
Americans Virginiahas passed House
Joint Resolution 529, authorizinga
legidativeaudit and review commisson
to study siting, monitoringand cleanup
of wasteemphasizing impact on
communitiesof color.

Legidationispendingin other Sates.
In Cdifornia, AB 2212 requires
submission of project sitedemographics
prior to issuancedf a permitfor a
"*potentialy high-impact development
project.” Thebill strives to provide
governmental decisionmakers with
information sufficient to prevent
discriminatory siting. It hesbeen
passed twicehy thelegidature, ad
vetoed twice by Republican Governor
Pete Wilson. Legidatorsin Georgia
have introduced astate verson of the
Environmental Justice Act whichis
pending in Congress. TennesseeHouse
Joint Resolution 146 directsthe
Departmentsaf Hedlth. Agriculture,and
Environmental and Conservationto
evduatea state verson of the Congres-
siona Environmental Justicebill.

The New York legidatureisconsid-

ering two bills, one which holds specia
promise with regard to redressing
endemic problemsexperiencedin some
communitiesaof color, unemployment
and poverty. Thefirst, New Yok A-
5192 isastudy hill. A task forcewould
be created to research, conduct outreach
and education on environmentd justice
issues. Thesecond, A-7140 attemptsto
ingtitutemaximsfor equitabledevel op-
ment by (i) directing the Department of
Environmental Conservation to survey
and maintain an index of *'environmen-
ta facility™ locations; and (ii) requiring
facility permit applicantsto** submit
along with the application to congtruct
or operateany new environmental
facility, a plan outlining an economic

I
Congress is
considering bills
that range from
lead abatement,
siting dumps
and incinerators
and protecting
Native American
lands, to prohib-
iting shipments
of hazardous
waste to devel-
oping countries.

development strategy to reduce unem-
ployment ratesor [the] poverty rate”* in
the proposed host community.

North Carolinaisconsdering an
Environmental Justice Commissionto
examine State environmenta policies
and siting practi ces based on socioeco-
nomic and demographic (HB-1423).
South Carolinas bill. HB-3824, is
entitled the Environmenta Equity Act
of 1993. The State Depanment of
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Hedlth and Environmenta Control
(HEC) would be required to"'idenufy
environmental high risk areascontain-
ing high levelsdf toxic chemicads.
Similar to the Environmenta Justice
Act bills. HEC isdirected to correct
significant adverseimpactsof toxic
pollutionon humen hedth. Where
measurablehedth effectsarefound, a
siting moratorium takes effect and
demographic descriptionsare required
in al gpplicationsto site new facilities.

Concluson

Thedraft Executive Order on
Environmentd Justiceand legidation
pending in Congressand the states
represent componentsof a comprehen-
sive agendato reform environmental
programsin the US Legidativeman-
datesarecrucia planksin what must be
a broad platform to redressexigting
disproportionateand discriminatory
environmenta threatsand to prevent
theseeffectsin the future. Together
with actions undertaken by grassroots
activistswhich prope restructuring of
existing programsand cregtion of
progressivenew ones, governmentis
key to dleviating disparateimpact.

Executiveand legidative branch
actionswhich (a) impd development of
adminigtrative, regulaory, enforcement
and researchiinitiativeshy federa and
state government, and (b) prescribe
judicid remediesfor those harmed are
essential dementsof guaranteeing the
right to equd protection from pollution
for all Americans. Movement activists
continue to push for change united be-
hind the principlethat reforms to sys-
tems which causeenvironmenta prob-
lems experienced by affected communi-
ties must be permanentand irrevocable.

Deeohn Ferrisis Program Director
of the Environmental Justice Project of
the Lawyers Committeefor Civil Rights
Under Law inWashington.DC. She
thanksPaz Artaza-Regan and Richard
Regan for providing information used in
thisarticle.

Notes
'The Battle for Environmental Judicein

Louisiana... Government,Indudry and the
People. Louisiana Advisory Committee to
the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights.
September 1993.

<< From EDITORS' NOTES, page 2

both urban and rurd regions, inall
typesof work settings, as both immi-
grantsand netive born, and with wide-
ranging historiesand futures. Despite
such differences, however, most Latino
communitiesare fundamentaly similar
in that they lack politica and economic
power, which often resultsin Latinos
being victimized by many forms of
injustice, includingenvironmenta
racism.

The many oriesand examples
presented in thisissuesarve to expand
the definitiondf environmental racism
beyond "' disproportionate exposure'” to
includeother forms of environmental
inequality, such asstrugglesover land
ownershipand useand economic
development. Neverthdess, because of
the overwhelming urban nature of the
Chicano/Latino population, theenviron-
mentd issueswith the most direct
impact on our population includeair
pollution, such asin Los Angelesand
the South Bronx; inappropriateland use
and development, asseen in theexpan-
sonaf thePort o Miami; Latinos
exposure to lead in San Francisco; and
the vast array of occupationd hazards
L atino workersroutindy encounter.

In responseto such conditions,
Chicanos/Latinos haveorganizedin a
vaiety of waysin an effort not only to
improve their local environments, but
d 0 with an eye towards building
community organizationand solidarity.
The rational e behind building commu-
nity organizationsis the nead for long-
term solutionsto issues that will
continue to reoccur. Thefact that
L atinos have responded in awide
vaiety of waysattests not only to the
rich history and potentia of the
Chicano/Latino community, but also
suggests the future peth of our commu-
nity and the possibilitiesopen to usin
our efforts to bring about social change.
Both the specific formsaof environmen-
ta racism Lainosencounter, and the
ways in which they respond, suggest the
need for a multi-faceted approachesto
countering environmenta racism,
approacheswhich resonate with the
redity and needs of the Chicano/Latino
population, and which hep us to build

Legislation/Editors’ Notes

bridges with other racial/ethnic groups.
In termsaf higtory, we havecof
course, the venerablelegacy of Cesar
Chavez which José Padilla addresses.
The farmworkers’ strugglescontinue.
however, in Nawv Jersey asisdescribed
by the work of CATA. Bt as Betita
Martinez warns, the redlity of Chicanosl
Latinos extendsfar beyond that of fam
work. In fact, the mgority of Chicanos/
Latinosare urban wage-workers, facing
afar differentset of circumstances

The reality of
Chicanos/
Latinos extends
far beyond that
of farm work.
In fact, the
majority of
Chicanos/
Latinos are
urban workers,
facing a far

different set of
circumstances.

which require effective organizing and
resistanceon numerousfronts, indud-
ing economic, palitica, and culturd
arenas. Only by addressngeach o
these key forcesin thelivesaf our
communitiescan we build a movement
for environmenta and socid judtice.
Economicinequdity and poverty play a
prominent role in Chicanos/Latinos’
understandingdf their inequdity and
oppression. In some cases, economic
opportunity mey beachieved via
legidation and affirmative action
efforts, but in meny other ingtances,
given the complexity of international
capitalism, economic srugglestake on
differentforms. Weincludeacommu-
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niquefrom insurgentsin Chiapas,
Mexico, to remind readersof the impact
of racism not only in theUS but
abroad. and of thedifferent forms
responseto that racism can take

In the case of PuertoRico, Déborah
Berman Santana writesof the economic
and community development efforts of
the community of Salinas, to builda
better lifefor themsaves while
Chicanosof CotillaCounty, Colorado
are struggling to regain their land in
order to manage it asacommon
property resource. Jose Morales
reminds usdf the negaive impact US
nationd policy has hed on many cities.
Againg many odds, FODER in Augtin
worked vehemently againgt the gasoline
tank farm that contaminated their soil
and won. In adifferentven, the
Labor/Community Strategy Center of
Los Angelesis seeking to hald corpora-
tions accountable for southern
Cadliforniasair pollution by buildinga
multiracial anti-corporategrassroots
campaign. For the Strategy Center, air
pollution is but oneexampledf corpo-
rate Americas power; a power which
needsto be broken and returned to
communities. Indl of thesecases, the
communitiesin question redlize that
somedegree of economicempower-
ment isessential to achieving their
environmenta and socia objectives.
For some communities. theanswer lies
not in whether the battles are won or
logt, but the longevity of thecommunity
which is built throughout the process.

Besides these economic struggles,
therearealso effortsat creating pecific
changein forma politica arenas. The
legidative update offered by Desohn
Femsisa testament to theinfluence of
theenvironmentd justice movement.
While she is correct in recognizingthe
limited efficacy of such approaches, we
must appreci ate these effortsas centra
to any multifaceted gpproach. In Texas,
new ground is being broken by the
Texas Network for Environmenta and
Economic Justice (TNEEJ), which we
hope might providea modd for other
activistsand statesconsderingsuch
action. Thesecond typeof politica
action of equa if not grester vdueisthe
forging of anew politicsand identities

Editors’ Notes

between activistsand communities
themselves. The updateon the Third
SNEEJ gathering, a binational meeting
in Tijuana and San Diego, isa landmark
event as theenvironmentd justice
movement is recognizing the superfici-
ality of internationa borders. Similarly,
BetitaMartinez's pieceand thearticle
by Torresand Vdlecal upon usto

]

One important
topic which is

not explicitly
addressed in this
ISsue is gender
inequality As
activists, we have
seen how Latinos
continue to be
controlled and
oppressed by the
dominant Anglo
society, our own
patriarchal culture,
and the continued
transmittal of
sexist traditions
and practices,
often in the name
of "upholding" the
culture.

reconsider our traditiond thinking about
raceand Latinos. Effective political
action requires new categories of
identification which are based moreon
political agreement than Smply on skin
color.

Finally, wecan asosee how Latinos
have responded through culture. The
work of Dr. Loco and the graffiti artists
provide us not only with clear examples
of cultural achievementsand activities.
but show us how power relationsseek
to limit theexpressionof oppressed
groups. Moreover, these" dterndive'
formsof expressionsuggest the need
for Chicanos/Latinos to reclam logt
ideas, traditions,and practices. In
particular, thereisa need to reassart the
validity of aternativedefinitionsaf the
environment, as Bonnie Burlin sug-
gesis.

One important topic which isnot
explicitly addressed in thisissueis
gender inequality. Asactivists, we have
seen how Latinos continueto be
controlled and oppressed by the
dominant Anglo society, our own
patriarchal culture, and the continued
transmittal of sexist traditionsand
practices, often in the namedf " uphold-
ing" theculture. Although theenviron-
mental justice movement has provided
low-income women o color achanceto
expand their horizonsand test their
abilities, we continue to s the role of
women, particularly immigrant Latinas,
suppressed. Thisisadifficultissue,
madeall the more sengitivedue to very
real cultural differences, that the
environmental justice movement must
leam to effectively and postively
address. However, thereis movement
towardschange asis shown by groups
like PODER in Sen Francisco whereit
iswomen leading the battleagaingt lead
poisoning in the struggle to improve
their communitiesand familiesquaity
of life.

Although we have categorized .
environmental justiceefforts roughly
into three categories, economics,
politics, and culture, thereisobvioudy
agreat ded of overlap. In redity, dl of
the struggles are about economics,
politicsand culturein our effortsto
promoteenvironmenta and socid
justice. Thisdiversity of activity
demonstrates that the only way to
counter environmental racism is
through waging a battle on numerous
fronts.

— Leticia Alcdntar & Laura Pulido
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Arizona

Tucsonans for a
Clean Environment
P.0O. Box 1333
Tucson. AZ 85702
602-883-8424

California

AFSC Proyecto Campesino
111 NW. 3rd St.

Visalia, CA 93291
209-733-4844

CaliforniaRural Lega
Assistance

2111 Mission Street Suite401

San Francisco. CA 94110

415-864-3405

Center for Third

World Organizing
3861 Martin Luther King Way
Oakland, CA 94609
415-654-9601

Earlimart Cancer Cluster
Task Force

329 N. Cottonwood St.

Visdia, CA 93291

209-732-0199

El Pueblo para El Aire
y Agua Limpio
P.O. Box 387
Kettleman City, CA 93239
209-386-53390r 209- 386- 9645

Labor/Community
WATCHDOG
14540 Haynes St.
Van Nuys, CA 91316
818-781-4800

Mexican American Political
Association (MAPA)
Route2 P.O. Box 225
Delano. CA 93215
805-792-6532

Mothersof East LA.
Santalsabel Chapter

924 S. Mott S.

Los Angeles, CA 90023

213-263.8191

Padres Hacia Una Vida Mejor
P.O. Box 319

Buttonwillow, CA 93206
805- 764-5426
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Resources

Latino

Environmental
Groups

Thislist of some dof the many Latino environmental justice groups
isdrawn from our filesand Robert D. Bullard' sexcelent resource,
the People of Color Environmental Groups Directory 1992. For
copies of the directory, which includesover 200 people of color
environmental groups, send $10to" Directory," Department of
Sociology. UC-Riverside, Riverside, CA 92521.

People Organizing to Demand
Environmental Rights

1535 Mission St

San Francisco, CA 94103

415-431-4210

People United for a

Better Oakland (PUEBLO)
3863 Martin Luther King Way
Oakland, CA 94609
415-601-0158

United Farm Workers of
America. AFL-CIO
PO. Box 62
LaPaz/Keene, CA 93531
805-822-5571

Urban Habitat Program
Earth Island Institute
300 Broadway. Suite 28
San Francisco. CA 94133
415-733-3666

Colorado

Citizens Against Contamination
230W. &h Ave.

Denver. CO 80204
303-892-1158

Costiila County Committee for
Environmental Soundness

P.O. Box 91

San Luis, CO 81152

719-672-3883

District of
Columbia

National Rainbow Coalition
1110 Vermont Ave. NW, #410
Washington DC 20005
202-728-1180

idaho

Idaho Migrant Council. Inc.
P. 0. Box 490

Caldwell, | D 83606-0490
208-454-1652

New Jersey

CATA — Farm Workers
Support Committee

4 S, Delsea Drive

Glassboro, NJ08028

609-881-2507

GrassRoots Environmental
Organization

PO. Box 2018

Bloomfield, NJ07003

201-492-8965

New Mexico

Arrisco Lands Rights Council
1446 Bridge Blvd. SW
Albuquerque, NM 87105

505-243-0863

Gentey Ambiente
PO. Box 337

Ribera, NM 87560
505421-7035

Regeneracion Del Norte
P. O. Box 855

Questa, NM 87556
505-586-1843

San Jose Community

Awareness Council
2401 Broadway SE
Albuquerque, NM 87102
505-243-4837

Southwest Network for
Environmental & Economic
Justiceand

Southwest Organizing Project

211 10th St SW

Albuquerque, NM 87102

505-247-8832

New York

The Toxic Avengers of
El Puente

211 S 4h s

New York, NY 11211

212-910-1805

Ohio

Far m Labor Organizing
Committee (FLQC)
507 S. Saint Clair St
Toledo. OH 43602
419-243 3456

Pennsylvania

Norris Square

Neighborhood Project Inc.
2224 N. 2nd St.
Philadelphia. PA 19122
215-426-4631

Puerto Rico

Centro de Investigacion, In-
formation y Educacion Social

Cond El Centro £, Off. #607

Ham Rey, PR 00918

809- 759-8787 or 809- 759-8675

Comite Despertar Cidreno
P. 0. Box 123

Cidra, PR00633
809-739-6091

Committee Pro-Rescueof the
Good Environment of
Guayanilla

St. 9, G-11 SantaElena

Guayanilla, PR 00656

809-835-2341

Texas

Centrode Salud Familiar LaFe
700 S. Ochoa

B Pase, TX 75501
915-545-45: ¢

continued next nage
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Concerned Citizens
102VeraCruz
Rosenberg. TX 77471
713-342-5598

Farm Worker Health & Safety
Project, TexasRural Legal Aid

259 S. Texas

Weslaco, TX 78596

512-968-9574

Gulf Coast Coalitionfor
PublicHedlth

864 Central Blvd

Brownsville, TX 78520

512-541-5231

IndigenousWomen'sNetwork
13621 RV 2769

Audin. TX 78726
512-258-3880

Lower Rio Grande Valley
Nature Center

P. O.Box 8125

Weslaco, TX 78596

512-969-2475

MALDEF Regional Office
140 E. Houston, Suite 300
San Antonio. TX 78205
512-224-5476

PeopleOrganized in Defense of
Earth and her Resour ces

55 North L.H. 35, Room 205B

Augtin, TX 78702

512-472-9921

TexasCenter for Policy Studies
P.O.Box 2618

Augtin, TX 78768
512-474-0811

United East Austin
1000 Glen Gaks Court
Austin. TX 78702
512-477-2352

Dear Readers.

Withthisissueand the letter belowwe
imroduceour |etterscolumn. We hope you
wilt beinspired to write us a letter either
about something you read in RPE or about
some other topicthat want to drawto the
attention of our readers.

Cear RPE:

| know your commitment to peopleand
the planet, and | have the greatest respect
for your intelligence. SoI'm asking you to
think through alittle moredeeply your
(implied) position that advocacy of popula
tion control = racism.

It's true that overconsumptionin the
petroleum-basedworld (not just the U.S)
threatensthefuture more then population
growth does Wasteful industria practices
actually come second, after consumption, in
the hierarchy of earth destroyers. But
population growth (especialy in the North)
isstill asignificantfactor. (Al thisstuff
has been quantified in Limitsto Growth,
and Beyond the Limits, by Meedowset al.)

Why do you assume that anyonewho
tal ks about population aways meens poor
people's babies? Thislinedoes not appear
in any recent ZPG literaturethat | have
seen. Ehrlich certainly doesnt tak thisway
anymore, though perhaps hedid twenty
yearsago. Responsiblepopulaion policy
starts at home  And though Southern
population growth isnot the main eement
in environmental decay globally, it certainly
hindersattempts to raise living standards
and protect environmentslocaly.

Pleasedont forget that "treditiond
largefamily sizesreflectatradition of mde
dominanceand women's exclusonfrom
economiclife. Studiesgaore show that
women worldwide want between two or
threechildren, but they lack thefamily
planning resourcesand the political power
to control their own fertility.

Y es, some peopleare using ecologica
argumentsto attack immigration, a position
whichisirresponsible, incorrect. and in
many casesracist. | know raciam among
environmentaistsholdsback our vita unity

- - 'R'ace, Poverty & the Environment

L

with people of color organizations. But when
Cathi Tactaquin or Luke Cole sayseven the
discussion of population impliesracism. whois
really driving the wedge between groups?

We desperately need acomprehensive
position on population that:

« |dentifiesoverconsumption and wasteful
industrial practicesasthechief despoilersaf the
Earth.

« Acknowledges human population growth
asasdgnificant environmenta stressor and
developmenta inhibitor.

« Recognizesthat empowering women to
control their own livesand reproductionisthe
key to achievingsustainable populations.

« Declaresthat immigration per seisnot a
population issue.

» Worksfor policieshereand abroad to
encouragesmaller family size. including
economic and educational opportunitiesfor
men and women, universal accessto birth
control, and perhapsreduction of tax incentives
for having children.

= David Spero, San Francisco

Editors reply: Wenever said that anyone who
talksabout populationisaracist. We said that
thereisaracist social programbeing carried
on by those like FAIR, and environmentalists
who usetheir figuresand arguments,who are
talking about zero net immigrationasa solution
to our environmental problems.

We never said that woman shouldn't have
accessto hirth control or didn't want birth
control. Wedid point out that theU.S Aas
participated in many population control
programsthat are coerciveto womenof color.

Far frornprohibitingthe discussionof
populationissues, the wholeissueof RPE was
devoted to having just that honest discussion.
bringing imo the discussion voicesthat are not
often heard in the population debate — vioices
alsoignored, unfortunately, in the allotment of
programmoneyto populationissues.

We want to turn the question onitshead and
ak you and others so concerned with popula-
tion. why isn't the question: How much con-
sumption can we sustain given the population?
Thanksfor your |etter.



Race, Poverty & the Environment

Resources
|}

New Publications

Forcing the Spring: The Transformation of the American
Environmental Movement, by Robert Gottlieb. 1dand Press,
1993. Thisisa history of the environmental movement and
the redefinition of that movement that comesout of environ-
mentd justice battlesof low-income communities and
communitiesof color.

In theBarrios: Latinos and the Underclass Debate, by Joan
Mooreand Ragud Pinderhughes, eds. New York: Russdl
Sage Foundation, 1993.

The New Resource Wars. Native and Environmental
Struggles Against Multinational Corporations by Al Gedicks
(Forward by Winona LaDuke). South End Press, 1993,
Gedickstraces thestruggle against the assalt on native peoples
and the environment from James Bay, Quebec to the
Ecauadorian Amazon, and targetsgovernmentsand corpora-
tionsas the source.

Not in Our Backyard: The People and Events that Shaped
America's Modern Environmental Movement, by Tim
Redmond and Marc Mowrey, William Morrow, 1993. This
anecdotal account of environmental battlessince 1970
containssome accounts of environmental justicestrugglesand
isfun toread.

The Battle for Environmental Justicein Louisiana.. .
Government, Industry and the Public published by the US
Commissonon Civic Rights, September 1993, a review and
set of policy recommendationson environmenta policiesand
practicesand race discriminationin Louisiana Available from
the US Commissonon Civil Rights, 911 Wanut Street, R
3103, KansasCity, MO 64106, 816-426-5253.

"The Threat of Environmental Racism, by Robert D.
Bullard, Natural Resources & Environment 7(3) 23-26, 55-56
(1993).
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Events

March 10-13 — Eugene, OR. 12th Annual Public Interest
Environmental Law Conference, Call 503-346-3891 or Fax
503-346-3985.

March 23-27 — Sea Idands, SC. Annud Assembly o the
Rurd Codition (designed to launch to “Community-Based
Development Movement™). Call 703-534-1845.

April 4-22 — UN Headquarters,New York NY, Preparatory
committee for the Internationa Conferenceon Populaion &
Developmentto be hdd in Cairo, Egypt in September 1994.
Call 212-297-5244 or Fax 212-297-5250.

October 21-28 — CostaRica. Doan to Earth: Practica
Applicationsof Ecologica Economics, Third Annua Confer-
enceof the International Society for Ecologica Economics.
Call: 011-506-69-1600 or Fax: 011-506-37-6868.

October 26-30 — Boston, MA. The Economicsof Commu-
nity Character: The Roled Higtoric Preservation, 48th
Nationd Conferenceof the Nationd Trust Historic Preserva
tion. Call 202-673-4092 or Fax 202-673-4223.

Book Announcement

Toxic Struggles: The Theory and Practice of Environmen-
tal Justice, edited by Richard Hofrichter, has just been
published by New Society Publishers. In communitiesacross
the country, peaple of color, the poor, women, migrant
farmworkers, and industrial workersare joining forces with
activiststo chalengecorporate polluters. Grassroots organi-
zationsare reshgping the environmenta movement by forcing
it toincorporatesocid justiceissuessuch asracism, class,
gender, anti-militarism and poverty. Toxic Strugglesexplores
the crisis communitiesface and cregtive approachesin a
movement led by people who suffer most — peopledf color,
women, and low-income, working class populations. By
building multi-issue, multi-cultural codlitions, they are
revitalizing palitics, gaining community control and helping to
support sustai nablecommunities. Essaysaddressenvironmen-
tal racism, ecofeminism, occupationa hedth an safety, and the
exploitation of peoplesin developing countries. Contributors
include WinonaLaDuke, Robert Bullard, Cesar € havez,
Richard Moore and LouisHead, VerniceMiller ¥ "alden
Bello, Medea Benjamin, Eric Mann and others. / zilable for
$16.95 from NSP, 4527 Springfield Avenue, RE? . ‘elphia, PA
19143, 215/382-6543.
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Environmental Justice Legislafion

An Overview of Federal and State Legislation
and the Clinton Administration's Response to the Environmental Justice Movement

by Deeohn Ferris

Thestruggle for environmental justiceis now inspiring
government action at the federal and state levels. Strategies
pursued by community-basedenvironmental justiceactivists
and other advocates have catalyzed endeavors by legidatures,
government and regulatory officials, and the Clinton Adminis-
tration to evaluateand, in some cases, remedy threatsin the
workplace, ambient exposuresand indoor pollution. Politica
action in these sectorsconsists of new federal and state
legidation, adraft ExecutiveOrder, federd and sateinter-
agency assessmentsof programsand policiesthat resultin
discriminatoryeffects, and in increased industry scrutiny of
theenvironmental justiceagenda

The Houseand Senateof the U.S Congressare deliberat-
ing over four billsthat specifically address environmenta
justiceissues, nine that contain provisionsattempting to
alleviate certain risks posed in communities of color and low
income communitiesand one that bans the current practiceby
U.S businessaf shipping viast es to developing countries. At
leet eight state legidlaturesare congdering bills, and three
southern states have enacted laws or resolutionsdeding with
environmentd parity.

At theoutset, it's important to note that nonedf thesebills
nor the Executive Order either a one or in combination, will
solve the complex and wide-ranging environmental difficulties
associated with disproportionateexposure. Environmenta
injustices, incorporating threats o air, land and water, indoors,
outdoorsand in the workplaceare not amenable to resolution
by smplemeans. Nevertheless,in limited ways, each hill
engenderssolutions responsiveto someaspect o these multi-
faceted problemshy declaring the need to rectify thecumula
tive hazardscharacteristic in communitiesaf color and low

income communities. Furthermore,afew of the billsrecog-
nize the urgency of evaluatingsynergigtic effects, as well as
identifyingand eradicating deficienciesin the risk assessment
process, scientific and hedth research, data collectionand
correlation.

The Draft Executlve Order on Environmental Justice
Onedf theearliest sgnasaf successful momentum
occurred on Erth Day, 1993, when President Clinton an-
nounced acommitment to pursue afederd action plan to
achieveenvironmental justicefor all Americans. Within
several months, the Administration prepared and circulated for
review and comment a draft ExecutiveOrder on Environmen-
td Justice. Adopting methodsadvocated by thosein the
environmental justice community. the Order would require
datacollectionand correlation on disparaterisk and health
effects, environmental program assessmentsto identify impact
on affected communities, and inter-agency coordination on
diminating discriminatory sting of polluting facilities.
Following recommendationscontainedin Presidentia
Transition Paperson environmenta justice submitted to the
incoming Administrationin December 1992, the Executive
Order would providean important new tool to remedy
inequity by clarifyingtheapplicability of Title VI of the Civil
RightsAct of 1964 to environmental programs. Title V1
prohibitsdiscriminationin programsor activitiesreceiving
federal financid assistancs and providesjudicid remediesfor
violations. Pursuant to Title VI, federd environmental
protection programsand state programs which administer
federa funds may not be implemented in a manner which has

the practical effect of discriminating on the basisof race, color
»> see LEGISLATION, page 41
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