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The victory reclaimed $2.5 million from non-union

companies that had been painting Boston’s schools
using dubious business practices and underpaid
workers from outside the city. CLU proposed and
won an agreement to create a direct-hire program
between the Painters and Allied Trades DC 35 for
repainting Irving Middle School in Roslindale using
100 percent Boston resident journeyman painters and
youth apprentices. With the support of a $50,000
grant from the Boston Neighborhood Jobs Trust,
apprentices were recruited, screened, and pre-trained
by a network of community organizations, including
Women in the Building Trades (WIBT) and
YouthBuild Boston, with Sociedad Latina as lead.
Throughout the summer, these organizations
continued working with CLU and the Painter’s
Union to provide union and community mentorship
to help each apprentice succeed on the job.  

The CLU also won bid language on apprenticeship
training that led to a union painter, the McDonald
Company, winning and carrying out the $1.7 million
repainting of Madison Park High School in Roxbury.
Although this job was not carried out entirely by
Boston painters and apprentices, the McDonald
Company did hire a number of Boston residents and
apprentices from the CLU program.  Both jobs came
in on time, on budget, and with low apprentice
turnover. 

This program created a rare career opportunity for
recent Boston high school graduates and GED recipi-
ents, who earned a starting wage of $15.75 an hour,
and will receive raises after every 750 hours of work
completed, until reaching journey-level wages after

three years. (Journeymen painters working on the
Irving and Madison Park Schools earned over
$31/hour.) Apprentices will also qualify for Painter’s
Union benefits: comprehensive family health
insurance, a pension, and an annuity. In addition to on-
the-job training, apprentices started twice-a-week
classroom instruction in painting and allied trades that
will continue for three years, as well as safety training
that will continue throughout their painting careers. 

Partnership and Research, Keys to Success
The innovative partnership CLU created between

the Painters and Allied Trades DC 35, the Boston
Teacher’s Union, and 12 diverse community organiza-
tions was a major factor in our victory. CLU’s research
also provided critical ammunition for the campaign,
documenting that in past years only four percent of
the public dollars spent to repaint Boston schools
went to Boston residents. It also detailed wage, hour,
and overtime abuses and very high contract profit
margins on these jobs. This information, coupled
with the power of the Labor Council and the broad
Campaign Committee, got the partnership to the
table with the Mayor’s top leaders. 

The campaign showed community members the
positive role unions can play in their neighborhoods. It
also demonstrated why unions matter in the
workplace. “We still have to pressure the city to make
awards to union contractors,” says Jim Snow, director
of organizing for the Painters Union, but “a lot of eyes
have been opened among community organizations
[that] didn’t know that we have been quietly doing
this kind of community-oriented work all along.” ■

By Mary Jo Connelly

Painting  Boston Schools
for a Fair Wage

n spring 2006, Community Labor United (CLU) won its first campaign: to get Boston Public Schools to change its
contracting policies, and to hire local residents for high-wage union painting jobs and training opportunities. 

Mary Jo Connelly is a researcher at Community Labor United in Boston, Massachusetts.



Race,Poverty 
Environmentthe&

a journal for social and environmental justice

First published as a joint project of the Urban Habitat Program and the California Rural Legal
Assistance Foundation, RP&E is now published twice annually by Urban Habitat and is dedicated
to exploring the intersection of race, class, and environmental and social justice.

Don’t miss any of our passionate, in-depth discussions of important social topics!
Spring 1990 Earth Day 

Summer 1990 Cultural Diversity 
Winter 1991 Women of Color 
Spring 1991 Pesticides 

Summer 1991 Energy 
Winter 1992 The Summit
Spring 1992 Asian/Pacific Islanders 

Summer 1992 Water 
Fall 1992 Native Nations in 1992 

Spring 1993 Urban Problems 
Summer 1993 Population and Immigration 

Fall 1993 Latinos and the Environment 
Spring 1994 Military Base Conversion 
Winter 1995  Environmental Justice and the Law 

Summer 1995 Nuclear Technology & Communities
of Color 

Fall 1995 Social Justice and Transportation 
Spring 1996 Multicultural Environmental Education 

Fall 1996 The Border 
Winter 2000  A Place at the Table: 

Food & Environmental Justice 
Winter 2001  Reclaiming Land and Community: 

Brownfields & Environmental Justice 
Summer 2002  Fixin’ to Stay: Anti-Displacement Policy 

Options & Community Response 
Summer 2003  Where Do We Go from Here? A Look at 

the Long Road to Environmental Justice 
Fall 2003  Governing from the Grassroots: 

EJ and Electoral Activism 
Summer 2004  Reclaiming our Resources:

Imperialism and Environmental Justice 
Winter 2005  Burden of Proof: 

Using Research for Environmental Justice 
Winter 2006  Moving the Movement:

Transportation Justice 
Summer 2006  Getting Ready for Change:

Green Economics and Climate Justice

Use the form below or order online:
www.urbanhabitat.org/subscribe

Published by 
Urban Habitat 
Program

the&
a journal for social and environmental justice

Vol. 14 No. 1 | Spring  2007 | $10

Organizing for Economic Justice

JUST jobs?

A Project of
Urban
Habitat

Support RP&E:
subscribe today!

Yes! I want an annual subscription to Race, Poverty & the Environment.
Sent free of charge to grassroots groups upon request.

$20 (Individuals)            $40 (Institutions)

YYeess!!    II wwaanntt  ttoo  ssuuppppoorrtt  tthhee  aaddvvaanncceemmeenntt  ooff  ssoocciiaall,,  eeccoonnoommiicc,,
aanndd  eennvviirroonnmmeennttaall  jjuussttiiccee  iinn  tthhee  BBaayy  AArreeaa  aanndd  bbeeyyoonndd..

I want to support Urban Habitat with a tax-deductible donation of:
$25    $50    $100    $500    $1,000    Other $_______

Name: ______________________________________________
Organization: _________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________
State: ____ Zip: ________ Email: __________________________

A check is enclosed Please charge my Visa/MasterCard
Visa/MC Number: _________________________ Exp. Date: _____
(Please include the 3-4 digit card verification number found on the back of most credit cards.)

Signature: ____________________________________________

Please make checks payable to Urban Habitat. Mail this form to 436 14th St., #1205, Oakland, CA 94612



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile ()
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Europe ISO Coated FOGRA27)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages false
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages false
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages false
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages false
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName <FEFF0068007400740070003a002f002f007700770077002e0063006f006c006f0072002e006f00720067ffff>
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /ENU ([Based on 'Prinergy Pages'] )
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks true
      /AddColorBars true
      /AddCropMarks true
      /AddPageInfo true
      /AddRegMarks true
      /BleedOffset [
        9
        9
        9
        9
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /ClipComplexRegions true
        /ConvertStrokesToOutlines false
        /ConvertTextToOutlines false
        /GradientResolution 300
        /LineArtTextResolution 1200
        /PresetName ([High Resolution])
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
        /RasterVectorBalance 1
      >>
      /FormElements true
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




